IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER
OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF PERMIT 41973,
CERTIFICATE 12220, AND PERMIT
51107, CERTIFICATE 13242, FILED TO
APPROPRIATE THE PUBLIC WATERS
OF AN UNDERGROUND  SOURCE
WITHIN THE LEMMON VALLEY
WESTERN  PART HYDROGRAPHIC
BASIN  (924), WASHOE COUNTY,
NEVADA

RULING

#5352
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GENERAL
L

Certificate 12220 was issued on August 8, 1989, under Permit 41973, to the
University of Nevada  Reno, and later ussigned to the Truckee Meadows Water
Authoniy, to appropnate 0.243 cubic foot per second (cts) of water trom an underground
source for a Fire Traimng Facility in Stead, Nevada, The place of use 1s desenibed as
being located within portions of the SE% of Section 29, T.2IN., R.II9E., M.D.B.&M.
The point of diversion is deseribed as being located within the SW'4 SEY of said Section
29

1.

Certificate 13242 was assued on January 30, 1992, under Permit 51107, to the
University of Nevada - Reno, and later assigned to the Truckee Meadows Water
Authonty, to appropnate (.245 cfs of water from an underground source for a Fire
Traimng Facility in Stead, Nevada, The pluce of use is desenbed as being located within
portions of the SEV4 of Section 29, T.2IN. RIIYE., M.D.B. &M The point of diversion s
described as being located within the SWa SEYS of sind Section 29°

"File Nu 41973, otucial records 1a the Office at the Stzic Fogimeer
* File No 51107, official records i the Office of the State Engineer




FINDINGS OF FACT
L.

Apphcation 41973 was filed for the express purpose of supplying water to the
Umversity of Nevada Fire Traning Facility at Stead.' Application S1107 was filed for
additional water for bre tramnng trom the same well as Applicavon 41973, The State
Engineer permitted both applications and vlamately water nght certificates were 1ssued
on cach permit. The certuficates were 1ssued subject to the terms of the permits and
supplemental to cach other for a total combined duty of 7.0 nulhon gallons annually. The
pernit terms under Apphcavon ST107 specifically provides that it was 1ssued under the
provisions for granting permits to preterred uses, that 1t was ssued tor hre traiming
purposes only and with the understanding that every attempt would be made to nnninnze
the use of water. The State Engineer retauned the right to reduce the amount of water
granted under the pernmt it he telt the conditions in the groundwater basin warranted
reduction.” The State Engineer tinds that Permut 41973, Ceruticate 12220 and Permat
SH07. Certificate 13242 were granted solely tor firehighting traning purposes at the
Lmversity of Nevada bire Trasming Facility at Stead as a public interest preferred use.

II.

The last hre cluss at the University of Nevada Fire Traimng Facihity at Stead waus
concluded 1in October of 1999 und a new tacihity was ofticially opened in Carhin in March
of 1999." The new Carlin tacihity?1s suppurted by water right permits 64120, 64121. and
64873." The State Engineer finds that the need 1o divert water trom the well at the
University of Nevada Fire Trawming Facihity at Stead ceased upon closure of that facility.

1.

By water nights deed. dated October 30. 2001, ownership of the water nght
certtheates associated with the University of Nevada Fire Traiming Facihity at Stead was
transferred to the Truckee Meadows Water Authonity,  The Truckee Meadows Water
Authonity attempted to change the water from the closed fire academy to mumaipal use to
oftset summer peaking and boost water dehiveries in the Stead arca. The State Engincer

demed the change appheations on October 17, 2003, on the grounds thut the chunges

P Nevada Division uf Water Resources Water Rights Datahase, Special Hycérographic Anstract. Octaber 2%,
2003
P File Nos 68202 and 68203, ofticial recores in the Office of the State Enginzer
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would nterfere wath existing rights and threaten o prove detnmental to the public
mterest.”  Within the findings of State Engineer’s Ruling No 5302, 1t was tound that

. .when the apphcations were granted . they were granted solely for the firefighting

tratmng purposes as a public interest prefened use” and they were never issued to
become a water nght available tor transfer ...". The State Engineer finds that the manner
of use and place of use of Permit 41973, Certificate 12220 and Permit 51107 Certficate
13242 cannut be changed.

IV,

The State Engincer tinds that the closing of the University ot Nevada Fire
Traimng Facility at Stead, transternng ownership of the water nghts to the Truckee
Meadows Water Authonty, and the attempt to change the place of use and manner of use
of the water nghts demonstrates the intent to abandon the use of water at the Stead
facihity tor the purposes of fire tramming.

CONCLUSIONS
L.

The State Engincer has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter of this

action and determimation.”
1.

The State Engineer concludes that the water nights under Permit 41973,
Certificate 12220 and Pernut 31107, Certficate 13242, are abandoned as evidenced by
the overt acts of closing the University of Nevada Fire Trioning Facihty at Stead, the
opeming of a new Fire Traoming Facility at Carho, trunsternng ownership of the water
nghts to the Truckee Meadows Water Authority, and the attempt to change the place of
use and manner of use of the water nghts.

1L

The State Engineer concludes that the purpose tfor which the water nghts were

issucd no longer exists and the water can no longer be placed to benchicial use under

Permit 41973, Certiticate 12220 and Permut 51107, Certiticate 13242,

' Stale Engirees’s Ruhing No 5302, daved Ocober 07, 2003 otfical records i the Othee of the Ste
Engineer
“NRS chapiers 333 and 534
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RULING
Permit 41973, Certificate §2220 and Permut 31107, Centihcate 13242, are hereby
declared abandoned.  The water under Permit 41973, Centificate 12220 and Permut
51107, Certuficate 13242 reverts buck 1o the groundwater source and is not subject to

further appropnation.
Respectfully subnutted.

ms%/,f?

HUGH RICCI, P.E. -
Suste Engineer

HR/TW/im
Dated this _8th  dav of

vaye , 2004,




