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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 32073, l 
32074, 32075, 32076, 32077, 32078, 
32079, 32080 AND 329,14 FILED TO 
APPROPRi'ATi: THE WATERS OF' AN 'UNDER- ) 
GROUND SOURCE IN COLORADO 'RIVER ,', )" 
VA~LEY, CLARK COUNTY: NEVADA ) , .'" ~ . . -

INTRODUCTION 

R U L IN G 

AR'pi i cati ons '32073,' ,32074, 32075 ;32076;' 3207}, '3'2078, '32079,;32080 
an~ 32'919 ,,~~re .I~i.le'd tq'1.ap'p'~9.·priat~', ~~~'er :'!ro~ a,~ 'un~~'r:~~'Ound,"- s,o'ur,~e in 
the Cp-l~r~~o"R"ver V,~J'Tey Ground Water Basln~ Clark County, Nevada. 

In, ;1 ~~:~:"1W~t~r .~r~9.\Jlc,elsi _~~C;~vnn.~,i,s~aIl;:~J~s~r~(~s )~~P8::.t''y3.q". "q5~Hm4~ .. 11 

W~t~r Ap'p,J;~ 1,s<~,11 pf: tli~7 q Ji.p.r~.dq7,Pl:~t .. ~·.·..vJl)in.y", t1r~.~·" N,~JlaQ~ 'ta'1fu 1~,f1}t1 ~i::q!:fll a • 
by J., .Eug.el),e.'Ru,~h and, f~ar.l.es A. HPvxe.l.,i Jr.,,: was. ,prep.~r~~ ,cooperapllely 
by" th'~,' :~eqa:d(,;Repa r;tm~~:~'~9f' :cqf\~er~{t\9r~. a,p~:! ,Na t:t.ira." R~ts9ln~ses), _ ~~~j~Jon 
of, ~~,te~~.Fe~'p~.rc~.~, P'1~;, tpe' U1 

•• S. Depa rtirient o'~ the Interi or~ Geol ?gi ca 1 
Survey. ' 'fh1S report may be vlewed at the off1ce of the State Eng1neer . 

!, ' • ""'! > • 

,;. :. 
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Application 32073 was filed. by William M. and Minnie J. Dou9a11 on 
June 14, 1-977 to 'appropriate 2.i c.f.s. of underground water for irriga-
t ion :and dom,est,ic pu~po~,e~: Th~,:po~ n1t",.0( .~,i v,ers1i.9f1,!.1,? wlj:,h~~, tP~.j N.~t NW! 
Sectlon. 9, T .325., R.66E., .~.,D.,B.&M., and, the. place of use 1S 160 a,cres, _j' 

wit'hili·the NW!-"o'f'sai'd S·ecfi 1ioh'9'.' . : .. f, 'F ", ", ,J" " " 

, ~ ",", ' 

Application 32074 was filed by Charles M. Brown on June 14, 1977 to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purpo?~s... Ih~_ point o~.,piy,~,rsipn. i~~ ~~t~in,):.re ,~,Wi fi~i S\ect i,9n .9i~ IJ.;32S., 
R:6,6~"" ~<Q.B:,&M:_~' ·a.n~, t~,e,,'p,1~ce,'0f. 4S,~. is .If?O acres wi~t,h"in ~!le, SEa.,pf 
said Section 9. ~, . . --. - ~ <, 

:(~ .. ~p_p'ltic~'ii ,qn\~ ~_~0-j$.~wa·s,ri1 \ ~'l~~ Mti~~h/ B'i-~ghhm ~ on: ~u'n'~ f:i~', 1 '9~'7 ~b' 
apPfopr"i'a t'e' 2.7 c. f . s. of underground water for i rrigati on and domestic 
purposes. The point of Diversion is within the NW! NE! Section 16, T.32S., 
R.66E., M.D.B.&M., and the plac~ of ,use is 160 acres within the NE! of 
said Section 16~ , 

''''.' 'no "": .' \'\ .. :; ,', .,. ''I'., 

App1i'catio'n'3'207~ was"hiedb/ Alto'n C. Bin9ham on June 14, 1977 
to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of ,underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW! SEa Section 16, T.32S., 
R.66E., M.D.B.~M., a~d ~he p1a17e of ,use is 160 a~r:~s.withi!l, ~re,SS-!_of 
said 'Sect'ion 16'. - .'! -<) •. '_' I" '-', • ""J 

" , " _1 jdl".1 \'" " i ", '." t'!· -, .j I, 

_. ~ppl {~a~~?~ 329!7 wa~ fDe?' eV C~hna B~~;~ o~. Jli~~, i4'<J~77 ., td .?PPn~
P~,'?t~ t,? c·t ~. ~f unQerg~~unq w{l.~er: for Jrr1g?~Jon"~fld\ld9!1}§~t1~,,p~rp.Rses. 
T~e' polut ,of ,._? vers:i on i s,w~, t~~ ~ ~~e ~w* s~~ 'S~cti o~ . 9, ,'1; ~ ~?~ .. , ~;,66.E ... 
M.D.B.&M:, ana the p.lace of use" s',160 acres within 'tne SW' of said' 
Seetion9~:i'" ',,'\-"\ '.!·",r !,", 1 ,>;! ',»'--' 
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,RULING 
Pa,ge Two 

Application 32078 was' file,d by JerrY,lHodges on June ,lA;, i977 to 
. :': a:lppr~pr,tat;e 2.7 c.f.s. of 'underground water f.ar i~ri.gat;on· and domestic, 

·.purpo~es. The point of diversion is within the NW! NWi Section 16, 
'L'32S .• R.'66E., M.O.B.&M';, 'and-"bhe PI1)ace' ,ofl use ';5""160 atres within the 
NW" f 'd S' t' 16 . '.. I . ", ' . , '. '." /, a sal ec 10n ' .. I, " ,~, ( ..... _, ,_.>' ,,~ -

'Application 32079 was filed by. q.oyd Howland.on J,une 14, 1977 to 
-appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of undergrou·rid\water for ir'n1gat'i.on and domestic 
pl:lrpose,s:. The point of ,diversion,is within the NW! SW! Section 16, 
T.32S., R.66E., M.D.B.&M., and the place of ~,se 'is',160 acres within the 
SWl of said Section 16. ' , " 

Application 32080 was filed by John M. and May E. Casey on June 14, 
1977 to appropr; ate 2.7 c. f . s. of ,underground water for i rri gat; on and 
domestic purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW! NEl Section 
9, T.32S., R.66E., M.D.B'.&M., arid'the"Rake of use is 160 acres within 
the NElof said Section 9. ' ' 

'- ~~ 

Application 32914 was filed 'by John Jenklns on July 25, 1977 to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of .diversion is within the NW! NE! Section 17, T.32S., 
R.66E., M.D.B.&M., and the place of use is 160 acres within the NEl of 
said 'Section 17.' .!.I 

IJ 
By an Order dated July 7, 1982,the State Engineer desi9nated and 

descri bed the Colorado -,River Vall ey Ground Water Bas i n under the provi s ions 
of NRS 534. Y ", 

t:~ 

III 

It is estimated that the pot~ntial annual recharge to the ground \. 
water basin fr.om precipitation is'200 acre,;..feet. 3/ Any consumptive 
withdrawal ,in excess of the natural recharge.will either deplete the ground, ' 

, 

water reservoir or cause: add'itional surface .water to percolate into' the j' 

ground water reservoir. " ':.~'~.'~: : .. _ ~ 
"-Ai 

IV 

Existing certified and permitted ground water rights in the Colorado 
River Valley Ground Water Basin total over 200 acre-feet- per year. 11 

v ' . ,",-, . 
A publ ic hea.ring in the ma.tt~"r.t,6,f~:pppl ications to appropriate water 

fr,om the Colorado R i ~er Va lley.tGr9u·~d ~~;ter Bas i n w~s held on June 11, 
1982. Although testrmony was p.r.esentedflat the heanng. there was no sub
stantial·_evidence pres'ented tha';f'would ind,icate that 'there was sufficient 
grou.od ~a,.ter_ avan-~bre to suP~J·y· the propos'ed diversions without creating 

.. an a'dve',rse effe.ct on prior exis-1;"ing water rights. ~ trans_cr.ipt of' the 
hear-ing' fIlay be viewed at the offj,ce of .the State Engineer. v,, 

• 

, ~I 
_ .... \ -' 
.,~: ".' ,. 
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RULING 
Page Three 

I 
, , 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. ~I 

II 

The State Engineer is prohibited by law from granting a permit 
where: 

A. There is no unappropriated water at the proposed source, or , , 

B, 
\ ... , ;'-

The proposed .use cO.rlfl.i.¢~·$',:wi th ex i-st i n9 r; ghts, or 

c. The proposed use th\'Et'atens to prove detrimental to the publ ic 
welfare, Y 

II I , 

If Appl icati ans 32073. 32074" 32075. 32076. 32077. 32078. 32079. 
32080 and 32914 are granted, add\tl"onal land would be'irrigated. This 
would result in additional consul1J.pjiive_ use by fann·land irrigation. The 
additional withdrawals, and consumption wOI,I.ld remove water from the 
ground water reservoir which: . ;~. 

A. Would not be replaced resu.lting i"n depletion of the ground 
water res 0 , ar···,··i ...... ),~· 

- - .. ~~r~~.l.r-. ~ ,.'~.: j,,;:.,W:j~.L 

B. ,Would _be replaced by infi.1tra.ting surfa_ce water that would 
· .. otherwise r~h)~jn~16"o( .~e,~~.r.h . to:_ the stream system. 
t ~_, h-~ t)? \'i "i-,,":: • ".":" .. 

The 9 appli-cations to irri:ga,t,e 1',440 acres would require an appropria
tion of .~~ ''!luch \a-~ ~7t,J09:acre'-1f.e~ :or~~ro~lid' water annually. 

. I."', ~,,'it, '. " 

The additional withdrawal and consumption of underground water for 
irrigation would, therefore, conflict-'with exist;'ng rights and threaten 
to prove detrimental to the pub 1 i c wel fa re . 

IV 
, 

, 

The State Engineer is authorized and directed to designate preferred 
us~s of water within designa"te,d ground -water basins such as the Colorado 
River Valley Ground Water Basin.·'.7/ Th,e, -consumptive use of additional 
ground water to hTfgat.e additi ona 1 1 and or to inore '; ntens i ve 1y or ~ fre
quently irrigate other'-land ';·5 -not considered to be a preferred use of the 
1 i'lni ~ed )'later .resources of ,the Colorado Hi ver Valley. Ground W~ter Bas in . 

• 
, , 
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R~pNG 
P'agEl Four 

, 'RULING 

App 1 i cati ons 32073, 32074, 32075, 32076,. 32077, 32078, 32079, 
32080 and 32914 are denied on the grounds that the appropriation' of 
underground water for irrigation would tend to impair the value of 
existing rights, would be detrimental to the public interest and welfare, 
and would not be a prefe.rred use of .the 1 imited ground water .resource in 
the Colorado River Valley Ground Water Basin. 

aU11Y3j~~ 
Peter G. Morr"os _ -- -- -- -_-
State Enginee_f-

PGM/JC/bc 

Dated thi s __ 9_t_h_ day of 

JULY 1982. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Public records in the off,i,ce of ,the State Engineer .. 

2. Pub 1 i c records in the off.i.ce of ,the State Engi neer. 

3. Water Resources-Reconnaissance Serie,s, Report 36. page 19. 

4. Public records in the off,i,ce of the State Engineer. 

5. NRS 533.025 and NRS 533.030, subsection 1. 

6. NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 

7. NRS 534.120, subsection 2 • 
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