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IN THE MATTER OF-APPLICATIONS 34983. ) 
35048, 35218, 3525'4 'rum 35695 TO AP- ) 
PRlATE . WATER FROM' AN UNDERGROUND ) 

. SOURCE' IN' WASHOE VALLEY. WASHOE COUN-) 
TY, NEVADA,' ) 

INTRODUCTION 

I 

RULING 

,..,e,\ ' , .... b 

AppIie'atfons'349B3, 35048, 35218, 3.5254 and 35695 were filed to 
appropriate water from an underground source in Washoe Valley. 

In 1967, Water Resources-Reconnaissance Series Report 41, "Water 
Resources:'A:iipr'a.:isal at' Wa's"ho'e'vaiiey,; Nevad:a"; by F. Eugene :Rus'i'i, was' 
prep'ared 'cooperatively 'by 'the 'bep,artnient O'f Conservation and 'Natural 
Res'dJrces;- Div:(ision o'f Wa'Fe'r Reso-~rc~s and the U: S. Department of' 
Interior, Geological Survey. This report is available from the Office 
of the State Engineer. 

In ,,1973, Wiiter' Re~'o~rces-I{econnafssan'ce 'Se:hes: Rep·ort 57, "p; ':j~r'ief 
W~ter Re~8ut'tes 'Api;r~is'al of ~he T'r,'uckee River Basxn, 'Western Nevada," 
b.~ 'A. 's'. vaii.'D~n:li(.rgti, R. 0:' Lamke imd J. 'L. 'Rugties was prepared lcooper
a:iive1y!-tiy' ,th~· D&~tartment . cif Conserva tion "and Natural 'Resource§ ~i' Di'vi'" 
s:fCln df'-Wat~:f Resotirt'es and the U; So' Depart.m'ent of interior, :'Ceol-ogi
dai' Sur'v~)< ' 'This report is av'ailablle 'Hom' the Office of the Sta~e . , 
Erlgineer: ' :-,' "I 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
.t" > 

I 
. i 

ti.p~;licat1O'i:t 34'983:was':'filed on'February 14, 1975'by Roy F.'Marsden 
to appropriate 1.0 c.f.s~'-of the waters of an underground so'uree to"oe 
divertedJ*ithin the NW1/4 SW1/4 Section 31, T.17N., R.20E., M.D.B.&M., 
and to be used for irrigation of 10 acres within the NW1/4 5W1/4 Sec-
tion 31;:·T.17N'~, 'R.20E.';·M:-D:B:&M~"; .', 

'-1' r ,,,,. - ," 

. Appiicatfon i35048 was filed on February' 28, '1978 oy James' A.,H 
L~nebaugh to appropriate 0.05 c.f.s. of the waters of an unqerground 
source to'be divert'ed within the NWI/4 NEI/4 Secfion 5, T:r6N:','iR:20E., 
MiD. B':&M: '; ~ and '-t'o' be 'used 'for' irrigation of 1:5 acres within the NWl/4 
NEi/4 Sl>.~tion·5, -T~16N;:, R.20E., M.D.B.&N. 

Application 35218 was filed on March 27, 1978 by Jack L. Bacon, 
Robert E. and Lillian M. Martin and Ramon H. and Abigail Ryan Schmutz 
to appropriate 1 ~ 5' c. f . s. of the waters' of an 6nder"ground ):source' 1:0 be 
diverted ;:~ithin ' ine:dNW1!4 "sWl/4 lSet: tion fio,' ~'± .16N';; R; i9E;, M:D :B~&M .• 
and tot be use~ for irrigatIon of 111 acres within Section '10 and Sec-
tion IS, T.16N~·, 'R'.J'9E.; M:mB:&M~ t·, '. 

Application 35254 was filed on AprilS, 1978 by Perry M. and 
Patricia -DiLoreto. to appropriate 0.5 c.Ls. of the waters of an under
grounaCso~rce to be diverted"within the 5E1/4 SWl!i4 Section 22; T:16N., 
R: 19E~' , \'M: D:B. &M.', ' Hod" to 'be ti.sed' for' irrig~tii:iti ()f '6'~983 :acres"wHhin 
a portion of'Section 22, T.16N., R.19E., M.D.B.&M. 
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,< Application 35695 was filed on August 7, 1978 by Roger Gash to 
appropriate 0.009 c.f.s. of the waters of an underground source to be 
diverted within the SEl/4 NEl/4 Section 34, T.17N., R.l9E .• M.D.B.&M., 
and to be used for irrigation of 1 acre within the SEl/4 NEl/4 Section 
34, T.17N., R.19E., M.D.B.&M. 1/ 

.n: ..... ,. 
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II 

Applications 34983, 35048, 35218, 35254 and 35695 were filed to 
appropriate water from an underground source in the Washoe Valley Ground 
Water Basin, Washoe County and Carson City, Neva9a. 2/ 

III 

By an order dated March I, 1978, the State Engineer designated and 
described the Washoe Valley Ground Water Basin as a ground water basin 
coming under the provisions of NRS' .534. 1/ 

IV 

It is es.~:f,mated that the potenq?,+ annual recharge to the Washoe 
Valley Ground Water Basin is 15,OO:~·'':l'cfie-£ee;<1;.. Nearly 90 percent 
(13,000 acre-feet) o~ the estima,t:~.1po:t~ntial recharge is from the 
Carson Range on the West s'f"d(e'!of wa:thoe'ivaHey. The Virginia Range, on ." " ~. ,"-" .. ; 
the East side of,W.ashoe Va'l1,ey, pr.ov::l..des 1,000 acre-feet of this esti-
mated potential recharge. Precipitation on the valley floor (excluding 
lake surface) provides the remaining 1.000 acre-feet. 4/ , Y -

Runoff from the Carson Range S;?t-~:r,ates the valley-fill reservoir in 
many places to or very near the land 'su-rface. especially near where 
streams cross the valley floor. Bec'ause of this saturated condition, 
room in the valley-fill reservoir is limited for recharge from streams. 
As a result, most of the potentia·n;~ground water recharge is rejected at 

,~~, 

the land surface and flows in the· ,streams as runoff to Washoe and Little 
Washoe Lakes. ~/ 

Thus, natural recharge available to satisfy existing ground water 
rights is estimated to be a fract.ion of the potential recharge of 15,000 
acre-feet annually. ~I Any consumpt~ve withdrawal in excess of natural 
recharge will either deplete the ground water reservoir or cause addi
tional surface water to percolate into the ground water reservoir. 
Consumptive withdrawals in excess of natural recharge will adversely 
affect the resource and existing rights. 

v 

Existing certificated and permitted ground water rights in the 
~vashoe Valley Ground Water Basin for irrigation, wildlife, municipal, 
recreation and other purposes n9w~~pproach estimates of potential re
charge and exceed natural recharge.on an annual basis. 51 

VI 

Hearings in the matter of forfeiture and pending applications to 
divert wa ter from the Washoe V;a'~~e~ ~r,~und Water Basin were held by the 
State Engineer: ,I>' 

A. On May 11, 1978 
B. On June 20' .. 1978. E.l 

:fti ., , 
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VII 

Should Applications 34983, 35048, 35218, 35254 and 35695 be granted 
and should subsequent development affect prior ground water rights or 
surface water rig'hts, the State Engineer is required by law to order 
withdrawals be restricted to conform to priority rights. 1/ 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. !}j 

" 

II 

The State Engineet:" .is prahi.bited by law from granting a permit 
where: 

-'~-

A. There is flo unappropr;l~·t.ea water at the proposed source, or 
B. The proposed use conftti,cts with existing rights, or 
C. The proposed: use t'~r:~e';;'·t~n.s to prove detrimental to the public 

welfare. 2../ . 't. 

;.111_ 

Existing water rights for groun~ water in the Washoe Valley Ground 
Water Basin approach the potent,ial recharge of 15, 000 acre-feet annually 
and exceed the natural recharge w:-dch is a fraction of the potential -,': 
recharge. 

To grant irrigation rights tri.'<i:t -consume 'additional water in this 
'" ,- " 

designated basin would aq.ve'tsely'Mf't.'!_c,t e}t,isting rights and threaten to 
" .-,,', - ">< 

prove detrimental to the pub:J:.'it \\!;_;I,·f~9-,!:_€'-.. If App~~ati:0ns 34983, 35048, 
35218. 35254 and 35695 are g·ra'n-ted,"aa.dj:tiona:l,.. land wou'ld be irrigated 
or land that is irrigate,d only;'pa-.rt d-:-~~ -WOUl!~'~Qe.!:iri"iga·t~d more inten
Sively and frequently. 'This would'result infadd>t?ional consumptive use 
by farm land irrigation.. The additional withdraw?-.ls~ and consumption 
would remove water from't,he, ground water rese'q/oii which: ., ' 

A. Would not be replaced resulting .. ),.,n depletiop. of the ground 
. t: "', ,;_ 

water reservoir. or , 

, , 
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B, 
},". ." ~("'!--'''' ,""1 ; " , t "'I 

Would be replac,ga .. h~xJin·fi1.t;Ja~t).rig_ surface,..\fa{er .. tha.t,_w0l}..ld -., 
otherwise rema,in in or return to the stream system. 

",' I ~ ... ~. 

The additional withdrawal and, consu1i!EtioEJ o'f~ underground' -.wa.ter .f.o;r" irri-
. , . ,~ .. :J.. .. t--: ~ ... .;:. j' >.. ' ..... 

gation would therefore conflift -w:i;tff ex:l!sft"'ing r~ights' a'nd<"threateh' to 
prove detrimental to _t;."h.~..!P.li'.b.{~~ .. (~.,e~:~a:r~. .. 

, ",--)I·",.-t, 

T~_~ ;:\;~~':, 
.~ -".;, , 

The State ]~ngineer is autq!?J;i.,~ed and directed to designate pre
ferr~4 ;u.s~.s o:'f ;watrerc<:.W-i:thin de~.~,nated ground water basins such as the 
Waslwe,:<Y'a1.ley Ground Wat.er Bas:i!f]..· IO/" , The consu,mptive use of additional 

' .. :4.."'~""-~'- - "., <-t'" - , 
gr9un.sl''''Vi~:t,~t; ·to irrigate--additioJj.<~i land or to more intensively and 
frE;quent~~. ~rrigate oth:r lancl':':~~~~>"cit copsid~red' to be a preferred use 
of t~e~.!\..I!l~~e,4 water respurces"pf ,the Washoe Valley Ground Water Basin. 
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RULING 

Applications 34893, 35048, 35218, 35254 and 35695 are herewith 
denied on the grounds that the appropriation of additional underground 
water for irrigation purposes in the area described would tend to im
pair the value of existing rights and be detrimental to the public 
welfare. 

, 
Respectfuli.y submitted,-

~riF:v 
State Engineer-

RDW/vRH/b1 

Dated this' ____ =2~7=th"_ ________ d,ay 

of ____ ~D~E~C~~~!~B~ER~ ______ _ 1978, 

. :; 
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Public recor.ds in the Office of the Stat'e • ~ngine:p; 
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Public records in tQe Office of the' State Engineer. 
. ~ t"'IO' " 

Water Resour.ces-RecJ'~~i;sa~s.~'·s~~·i~s iepor,~ "'4i~ pp .... ;1.f·l4 a~d ,24'~ ('l"( ~ 
Report 57, p. 41.~ .. 'J..J I '.,~ --,,;\\..... ',d:, - .. ~, -~'. ~'".J.", ...... . ,; 

Public records in the Office of the State E~gineer._ 
," - ,1 \.1('" 

Public records in the Off?~e of -e:he-'State En'g:L-qeei": ... · 

of hearings of May ~l-:,: I.~ an~ June 20, 197-8. 

NRS 534.110, SUbsec.t"'i6n~~lr~;.'.~' 
_ _·,11,;,_,'_. 

NRS 533.025 and NRS -~~-~ ~'p?,l~!1 ~,:'S"Uf,;9J~C t~p.n 1. 
-1.!i\~ . /.,:.~4t __ J} ... ,' .

NRS 533. 370, subsectionst'~· and :.,<4'.<' .... 

N'RS 534.120, 
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