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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 30616, ) 
30617, 30851, 30852, 30864, 32710, ) 
32711, 32932, 32933, 32951, 32952, ) 

,33054 AND 33872 TO APPROPRIATE ~ATER ) 
R U LIN G 

1 ' ",', >,' , 1 

FROM AN U~ERGROUND SOURCE fN THE ) 
FERNLEY AREA , NEVADA. ) 

1 '"' • 

IN.TRODUCTION . 

Applications 30616, 30617, 30851, 30852, 30864', 32710, 32711, 
32932, 32933, 32951, 32952'1 33054 an~ 33872 w,~re ~i1ed. to,. appropr,iate 
un~ergio'~nd 'wat~r in the F:e.rnl~;v Ar~a for ,irrigati~n purposes. 

In '19.63, Waite~ ~e,sources Bulletin .No'. 17, ."Ground Water Conditions 
:tn the' Fernley...2Wadsworth Area, 'Churchi1l~ Lyon, 'Storey and Washoe Counties, 
Nevada", PY,W. C. S~nqair and O. :J. Loeltz was pr,epa:r;e~ cooperat;ty!t=:ly 
by th,~ Nevada Department of Con,s,e,rv.ati~m and Na,tural Res.~urces and ;the 
Geolo'gica1 Survey" V. S. DepartIlle:n,t. ~f the In~~ri~r. A copy of this 
report may be v:iewed in the Office of the State Engineer. 

A .H~aring in the matter of Applications 30616, 30917, 39851. ~J>~52, 

30864,f 32710", 32711. 32932, 32'933; 32951, 32952, 33054' an'd' 33872 wa,\', 
held in Fallon, Nevaaa ~n, July -i2. 1978. A copy o'f th~ 't'ran,script of 
the H~arint may 'be. viewed in ,the office of the' -S~a'te' Engineer. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

Applications 30616 and 30617 were filed on September 3, 1976 by 
David D. and Betty M. Jackson. each to apRropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of water 
to irrigate 160" ac:res. ~he po:i,nt of dive~sion ~'-:lder Applic~tion' 39,616 
is within the SEl/4' NWl/4 'Section 14. T.20N., R.24E .• M.D.B.&M. and,the 
pl,;tce Of,' ~se is wiF~in the mn/l.' s~'~d Section 14. 'The point of 'div~r
sion under Application 30617 is within the NW1/4 NWl/4 Section 17, 
T.20N., R.25E., M.D.B.&M. and the place of use is within the NWl/4 said 
Section 17. 

, 
Applications 30851 and 30852 were filed on NOY,ember 26, 1976 by 

George D. and Margaret S. Duffy, each to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. of water 
to irrigate 640 acres within Section 27. T.2lN., R.25E., M.D.B.&M. The 
point of diversion under Application 30851 is within the NWl/4 SWl/4 
said Section 27 and the point of diversion under Application 30852 is 
within the SEl/4 NW1/4 said Section 27. 

Application 30864 was filed on November 30, 1976 
appropri:lte 3.0 c.f.s. o~ w?ter to ~~\~~~~~ ,42 a~r~s. 
diversi~i,tand place of use are within the NEl/4 NE1/4 
R.25E., M.D.B.&M. 

by Lee ~. Smith to 
The point, of 
S~~tion 26, T.20N., 

Application 32710 was filed on July 6, 1977 by Alvin G. Burtis to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of water to irrigate 160.67 acres. The ,point of , .,., , .- , " '. . ,. , . ' 

d~~~1sion is ~+thin ~ot ,,19, Section 6, Tj2Q~~,~.,R.25~'r' f1!,D.B.lf<M~.,.and the 
plac~. o~ use is w::!-thin Lots 1,6, 17, 18 :and.- 19 of s,~,id Sect:ion 6. 
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II 

Application .32711 wa,s filed on July 6, 1977 'by Mary·P. Burtis to 
apropriate 2:7 c:f.sf.)..o.J:;'ite~,.ttr~htig~t~\:;L"90.;3,61 %:res. The point of 
diversion is.wHnin_<lio't' 22~, S"ect'ibn 6f'j'1V.20N;:.(R;,25E~. M.D.B.&M. and 

"' •. ,". .,. ", ""'__ ,...... . ,,' ... II,} 
the place of .• use is with~ri, Lots 20;- 21."', '22- arid 2Y'o£ said Section 6. 

,-' '''' ,'\. " ,' .. " "" ~, 
Application 32,962 was. f·i-led, on :July 2'?70: [.-977 by Boyd 

• '\.' -~ ·, .... I~.~ .~., ... ' •• ,~}! 
to approprl.ate 2.7 ,:c.,o.£ • s / "of' 'wa t~r ~o::,lrr"lga!i-e lqO, acres. 
of diversion is .witl1i! the NEl'/ 4 l1SEl/"4' Sec.t~ion 2,' T. ZONa • 
and the place of use is within the SEl/4 said Sect~on 2. 

Evan Dillard 
The pOint 

R.24E., M.D.B.&M., 

Application 32933 was filed on July 27, 1977 by James Y. Greer to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. t,o irrigate 16.0 acres. The point of diversion 
is within the NEl/4 SWl/4 'Section 2, 'T-.20N.', R.24E., M.D.B.&M. and 
the place of use is within the SWl/4 said Section 2. 

Application 32951 was filed- 6n July 29~ 1977 by JoAnne V. McCassie 
to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of water to irrigate l49~05 acres. The point 
of diversion is within Lot la, ~e'ct:i,on 6, T.20N., R.25E., M.D.B.&M. and 
the place of use is within Lots "_~~_9.,: 10 and'.:)..l o:f said Section 6. 

!';' • 

Application 32952 was filed~n~July 29.,1977 by Joseph D. McCassie 
to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of wat~~ to ::\._rrigate 155.83 acres. The point 
of diversion ;is within Lot,14,. _'?,..~~t}.-OI?- 6, T.20N., R.25E .• M.D.B.&M .• and 
the place of use is within Lots~'-W2-"",:t3" J4 aJ;ld 15 of said Section 6. 

f ' " , 

Application 33054 was filed pii~ August 5. 1977 by Carey C. Weaver 
to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. of water'to .~t-.rigate 1~4 acres. The point 
of diversion is'within the NEl/4' NElI4~'\Section 30, T.20N., R.25E., M.D.B.&M., 
and the place o~ use is withi~' the"NEl/'4 ~aid Sect;ion 30. 

Application 33872 was filed on September 29. 1977 by Arzella L. and 
Robert W. Millard 'to' appropriate 6.5 c;.f.s~.of water to irrigate 2.0 
acres. The point of diversion and_place of' use are within the NWl/4 
SEl/4 Section 18. -T.20N., R.25E., M.D._B\~~"-,J) 

-II 

The Fernley Area was designated on December 3D, 1977 by the State 
Engineer as a groundwater basin'~oming under the provisions of Chapter 
534 NRS. 

III 

The recharge from precipitation to the Fernley Area ground water 
reservoir is estimated by the U. S. Geological Survey to be 500 acre
feet of water per year. Irrigation water also recharges the ground 
water reservoir but _,rechar,ge D.rOtp irrigation is estimated to be less 
than 10,000 acre-feet per"- year. ];/ 

"-/" .. ' 
, :\~;,- '~:' ,;'ll:M .. IV 

been issued in the Fernley Area which could he 
as much as 17,000 acre-feet of underground water 

;'''"m1ic'lti"ns 30616, 30617, 30851, 30852, 30864, 32710, 
- 32951, 32952, 33054 and 33812 are to irrigate an 

of land or to appropriate an' additional 8456 
ge",;r"u"d water per year. 

,,- ~ 

, . 
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CONCLUSIONS 

1. The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. if 

2. The State Engineer is prohibited by law from granting a permit 
where: 

A. There is no unappropriated water at the proposed source, or 
B. The proposed use conflicts with existing rights, or 
c. The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public 

welfare. 2/ 

3. Existing water rights for ground water in the Fernley Area exceed 
the estimated recharge to the ground water reservoir. 

To grant additional water rights under the subject applications 
would conflict with existing rights a.nd threaten to prove detrimental 
to the public welfare. 

4. The potential exists 
ground water reservoir. 
pumpage will increase. 

for additional development 
Continuing urbanization of 

of the Fernley Area 
the area indicates 

To grant additional water rights for irrigation from the Fernley 
Area ground water reservoir under the subject applications, would over
commit this limited natural resource, conflict with existing rights, 
and threaten to prove detrimental tu the public welfare. 

5. The State Engineer is authorized and directed to designate preferred 
uses of water within designated ground water areas such as the Fernley 
Area. £/ The consumptive use of additional ground water to irrigate 
additional land or to more intensively or frequently irrigate other land 
is not considered to be a preferred use of the limited water resources 
of the Fernley Area ground water reservoir. 

RULING 

Applications 30616, 30617, 30851, 30852, 30864, 32710, 32711, 
32932, 32933, 32951, 32952, 33054 and ~3872 are denied on the grounds 
that the granting of underground water rights to irrigate additional 
land within the designated Fernley Area would contlict with existing 
rights and threaten to prove detrimental to the public welfare in this 
area where appropriations exceed estimates of recharge to the ground 
water reservoir. 

RDW/JC/b1 

Dated this __ -C ____ ~29-t-h---------'day 

o f _____ A..:U..:G..:U"S T,,----,,',,-, ''--__ _ 1978. 

Respectfully submitted, 

"~ P4? mn.westergard 
State Engineer 
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FOOTNOTES 

.' .• ,- ~<...

'-, ,. 

.. 
,- _J, " , . > "" '-

1. Public records located within the Office 01: the State Engineer. 

I ' 
2. Water Resources· - Bulletin No. 17. ,Page AA 10. 

3. Public records located within the Off,ice of the State Engineer. 

4. NRS 533.025 an,d. 533.030, subsection 1. 

5. NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 

6. NRS 534.120, subsection 2 . 
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