
IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 33391 ) 
FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE' WATERS OF ) 
AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE IN SPANISH ) 
SPRINGS VALLEY~'WA$HOE COUNTY"NEV~-) 
DA. . ) 

INTRODUCTION 
- .: I 

RULING 
'" " 

" , 

Application 33391 was filed in the State Engineer's office on 
August 29, 1977 to appropriate the waters of an underground source for 
irrigation purposes in Spanish Springs Valley, Nevada. 

, , , ' " i . ,t!'" ' . . 'l" -:,. ".. ,. . _ : 'I . c 

In 1967 •.. Wat~li" R~sources Reconnaissance Series Report No. 43 "Water 
Resources Appraisal of the Warm Springs - Lemmon Valley Area, Washoe 
County, Nevada". by F. Eugene Rush and Patrick A. Glancy was prepared 
cooperatively by the Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources,.pivision of Wa~er Re~ources and-U .. S. D~partment oft ~~~, 
Interior, Geological Survey. 

FINDINGS OF _EACT .. " .' 
" , 

, .. :' 'f' 

Application 33391 was filed on August 29, 1977 by Roxy Thoma 
Wingfield for permission t~ appropriate 3.4 c.f.s. of water from an 
underground source located within the NEl/4 NEl/4 Section 12, T.20N., 
R.20E., M.D.B.&M. Th~~water is.,to be used, f9r irrigatil,?n purpo~es.,' 
l,o,c,ated ¥it~in- th~ ~El/A,qf Section 12 an~ the :SWI/4 !?~.1/4 :oJ $ection. 
I, T~?ON~. ~~:?OE.-. ~.D.-B,r .. ~ •. ,..!l \ c'." 

II 

Application 33391 was filed to appropriate water from an under
ground source within the Spanish $prings Valley Ground Water Basin as 
designated and described by Order of the State Engineer on March 10. 
1975. ·2/ .. \' ,i . 

" . : ~' '., 
III . ,. 

The estimated perennial yield of the ground water basin in Spanish 
Springs Valley is 1.000 acre-feet of water,per year. 1/ 

IV 
. II'" ," /-1': ~. ~ , 

';'._ ""'. .:... !~>".'. ;-~. ".-•.• _ --ttl. 
Certificates have been issued under'~~g~9\1ild .~alf.er "pe~f!lAt-s which 

could be used to divert 1768. 67 acre-feet-~of ,wa~,~r per year from the 
Spanish Springs Valley Ground Water Basin. Permits have been granted 
which could be used to develop an additional 6708.60 acre-feet per year 
fr~·m 'the basin-. 4/ 
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Should Application 33391 be granted and should subsequent devel
,opment of ground water"under this permit detrimenta.lly affect prior 
gz:.ound·.water rights, the State Engineer is required by 'law tD order 
withdrawals restricted' to conform to priority rights. '5/ 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

The State Engineer has 
matter of this action. ~/ 

jurisdict~on of t'he parties and the subject 

II 

The State Engin~er is prohibited. by law from granting a permit 
where: 

A. There is no unappropriated.,'water at the' proposed SOUTce, or 
B. The _proposed use canflie',t,s with existing rights, or 
C. The proposed use threatens 'to prove detrimental to the public 

welf are'. Jj 

III 

Existing water rights:foT'the Spanish Springs Valley Ground Water 
Basin exceed the estimated per.el1nial yield of the basin. The pot~ntial 
exists for additional pumpag:e" uu'&er existing ground water rights which 
have not been developed. To,"-gr,a_nt::apditHjrial water rights from this 
limited ground water r'esour.ce £br irrigation would adversely affect 
exist~ng rights and threaten to prove"_det:t'imental fo the public welfare. 

>RULING 

Application 33391' is -;her~~ith denied on ·th'~. grounds that the appro
priation of additional wa.t;er from 
would tend to impair the value of 
mental to the public interest and 

RDW/BLR/bl 

Dated this. ___ ,-7:ct"h ___ day 

of_""'JU"'N"'E'-:-___ ,-_.,-, 1978, 

this limited ground water resource, 
existing rights and would be detri
welfare. 

~.-, 

D,.--:..~e~tergard ~_",-: - , ' 
Engin~f!~""-c, ", <'.~ ~-, 
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FOOTNOTES 

L Public Records in the Office of "the Sta,te I;:p~:ineer. 

2. Public Records', in. the Office 'of the State Engineer" and ,Chapter 
534 Nevada ReviS~d:-1Stat4tes. 

3. USGS Re:conn·a-iss.anc~ Series Report No. 43, page 49. 

4. Public Records in the Office of the State"Eog"ineer. 

5. NRS 534 .. 1':1,0, sub!Sections 3 and 6. 

6, 

7, 

NRS 

NRS 533,.370, subsection 4. 
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