
IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 32840 ) 
TO· APPROPRIATE WATER FROM AN UNDER- ) 
GROUND SOURCE IN MIDDLE REESE RIVER ) 
VALLE~, LANDER COUNTY. NEVADA. ) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 

I 

RULING 

Application "32840 was filed on- July ,19. 197·7t by Delbert G. and. 
Jessica Lindsay ·f.or permission to appropriate 0.66 c.f.s. of water from 
an underground source. The water under this application is to be used 
for irrigation and- domestic ·purposes. on ,38 •. 5 acres within portions of 
the ·E112 SWl/4. Section 21. T.26N ..•. R •. 43R.· •. M.D.·B.&M·. 1/ 

II 

The proposed points of diversion under ,these applications are 
located within the Middle Reese River Basin (Nevada Hydrographic Ground 
Water Basin No.4-58). which was designated by State Engineer's Order 
No. 27·6 dated August 5. 1964. 'in accordance with the provisions ,of NRS. 
534.030. 

", 

III 

Ground Water Resources Reconnaissance Series Report No. 19 esti­
mates the perennial yield of the Middle Ree::;e River Valley to be 14,000 
acre-feet (Page 17). 

IV 

Certificates of appropriation have been issued within the Reese 
River Valley Ground Water Basin in the amount of 51,463.92 acre-feet. 
and permits have been issued within this basin for irr·igat>ion which 
would allow for the diversion of an additional 5,131 .acre-feet. There 
are, therefore, a total of 56,594.92 acr~:-f!:'!7.t oLwater cu.rrent)y appro-
priated from the ground water basin. J:.../. . .',.' . .1 :i·'.;;",,-'!'\ '~ .. 

V .. , .',' 

Application 32840 is to appropriate water from an underground 
source. The land to be irrigated under this application does not have 
an existing underground water ~ight. ~/ 

VI 

Should application 32840 be granted, and should subsequent develop­
ment of groundwater under this permit detrimentally affect prior ground­
water rights. the State Engineer is required by law to order withdrawals 
be restricted to conform to priority rights, ~/ 
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1. The State Engineer has 
matter of this action. 21 

-2-

• CONCLUSIONS 

jurisdic_tion ,of the parties and the subject - ,-.' 

2. The State Engineer is prohibited by law from -g,ranting a permit 
where: 

A. There is no unappropriated wat.er ~t l;he pr~J'osed source, or 

B. The proposed use conflicts with existing rights. or 

C. The proposed use threa,tens to prove detrimental to the public 
welfare. !:../ 

3. Existing water rights for the Hiddle Reese Valley Ground Water Basin , , 
exceed the estimated potential recharge from- pres:ipitation. The poten-

, . '," , 

tial exists for,;m;lditional p-':lmpaKe-undgr_ exi,sting ground water rights 
which have not ,yet" "been deve".1;ppe"§J,. To-grant additional water rights for 
irrigation from this liplited gr.o~:¥~· wa~.~r resource ,,,"QuId adversely 
affect existing rights and thr.e·a't·en ·to "'prove detrimental to the pub1.ic 
welfare. . ... ':.~~ '."", '-. . 

4. The State Engineer ;Ls autho~~iied and directe.d. 'to designate preferred 
uses of water within desi'gn~"\t,edYgrbund water a.reas· such as Middle Reese 
Valley. II ' The consumpti~,e;.;.,~~~.e"·;ot ~dd~t~orial,.,·grbund water to irrigate 
additional land is not consid'erea~to. be' a preferred use of the limited 
ground water resources of tl]e~:,~~~~~ .~e~ese Valley Ground Water Basin. 

·'RUtr,l'l.Qt.<~ "'. 
:~~:~-~:(:"' .. ' 

Application' 3284"0 is her<e_W:ith-,de.ti.1iej~'}'bt:l .~he grounds that the appro:­
priation of undergrclI.lOd wate~-.,I-·~srr".:'irli{gat'ion· as applied for would tend 
to impair the value of existing' ri~.and ."w0'i¥', ~e d,~t~ ... ~meV.tll.\ ~Q the 
public interest and welfare.. lJ ~ W~'~:' . .f .: ,.-.. :- t '~', j,J. ... .,. ... ~,~ 

.. ''; ":~' '. ' 

" _,,..,r .~. "Respec tfully submit ted. 

,< ,',," • ...... ' ... ,.:., "'-"::;z!:::: " 
~} ~~~-.;~-~-~ ~" .~ 

:: -. -~~~orand I). • ... Westergard 
" .. State ~.Engill~~r 

,. - ::~ .!. :»~ ~~; ,. :,. '~ 
._,.; " ,:..~~T~ ..... < 

Dated this 1st'" d"~ 4\: ·.1~.\ '\ ,! '--___ .::.:;.:. ___ -,--"-:,.c.: aYf .",",.":o! ,_.' . ~. ",r \, 
- " ~ '~~, 

Of, ___ --'J"U"N"'E'---,--,-_-,._'~--:' : '-!l~~:!~: _ ... ;_:., 
~- - '. '. :,",'" 
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FOOTNOTES 

Public records in the office ot the 

Public records in the office ot the 

Public records in the office at the 

.NRS 5"34.110, subsections 3 and 6. 

NRS 533.025 and 533.030, subsec.tipn 

NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 

NRS 534.120, 'subsection 2. ,.' . . 
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State Engineer. 

State Engineer. 

State Engineer. 
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