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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 31649, ) 
31650, 31651 AND 31652 FILED TO AP- ) 
PRQPRIATE THE WATERS OF AN UNDER7 ) 
GROUND SOURCE IN CHURCHILL VALLEY, ) 

RULING 

LYON COUNT¥.,NEV~A., ,c, ) ,.-.,' '"I>, ,_, '. ')_ .:1):, 

r ,-" 1 ';',-, , \;. r., r,Cr' I,' 

0' ,.'!' . ,. IN'.['RODUCTION\,,, :. ,iI'U~, _' ". '.r'~;j, 

t ;; '.', . !':_:~ ", 1"'~" • rl·,· ,';:,"1, ~'·f'i.I;!\" :','r, ;_,j 

,App+ications 31649. 31650, 31651 and 31652 were filed in the 
State Engineer's office on May 11, 1977 to appropriate underground 
water for irrigation and domesti~,purposes in Churchill Valley, Nevada. 

l!o\ 197 5·, ~}Jet;e~j Re~<;:lUrf§.s,~~e.s:op.l).~i§,~_an~~b~~r.~~.f! ~~pg;;~!./I~~", :.'¥later 
Res'?!lr~es-nAppr <!--i§alg ~\f: "t;ve., ~yr!3P!l Rix~r i ~~,~ ip" W,es F¥!,?-!,!j~'!f.1d~ II RY 
Pp.,trtcJ5-, A 'il Gla!lc;-y-, ~md: [I\ll~. 1~?t:zer""w~sl,Brepar~d ,<;ool?S,F?t~y~JY RY the 
Neva9a,·D,ep~q:~~nt 9f. COl).!'e;yation and Natural Resources, Division of 
Water Resources and U. S. Department of the Interior, Geological 
Survey. This report is availabl~ from the State Engineer1s office. 

,,!.. 'FINDINGS.oF ,FACT "I .-I", ( ~_,~,'.', :; ,i 
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,,,;,' ~', ,J cO' '! ." "" ,:- \,:,"'!-('r r~ ,- Yf~,lI." 
Application 31649 was filed on May II, 1977 by Alexander Dawson, 

Inc. to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. of" water from an underground source to 
be diverted at a point within the SE1/4 NEl/4, Section 2, T.15N., R.24E., 
M. D. B,. &t1'. ',' to. b,e, us~d, fpr, ~qiga!=-,ion.- .;tnp l~p,m~_sJi.s:,;, P,Y-FP:9.s,e;~\ ~~~t,l;t;~l1, Ithe 
SW1/4 ,SWl/4, ,S~ction 1; ~1/2 ~l/:2" W,lf 2: ,N~1/;4:, -'!Hf.b! ~ ].j,E?/,lJ.(~i'hSK),!k? 
Sec t"ion, ,2,; Nil/2 NEl/4, S~~ti9~, 11;\ NW;t./ ~ NYl.~j:~ ,t SEJ/{< ~!/.~ ", F'I+.(.2 •. §,El/4, 
SEl/4 ,SEl/4t" ,Secti9n 12; ,13,11, ,in"T .J±i,~"T>,l ,R,:,f~E;. ;, ~ __ ~p. ~ ... \&~., ,I' ! i' -, .J 

Application 31650 was filed on May II, 1977 by Alexander Dawson, 
Inc. to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. of_ water from an underground source to 
be diverted at a point within the SEl/4 NWl/4, Section 2, T.15N., R.24E., 
M. D. B.;&.M.!, t,o, ,be, ,~~e(Lfsn:- fi'r,r·;igat;i-0I.1" ~nd. _c.I9J1l~HJc: PNJ'po,~~s/~~,Pl,.W, the 
.sWl/ H. ,.S,W:l/ 4.,. ,ISectionl; ,_El/ 2 WI/2" W-l/.2 NJ;:1/4,. SEl/l4J1,~.~1/ t+:~i,:SEl/.,4:"" " 
Se_c,t:i,o:~! ;2,;' NIl? :NEll4" ~ec t~.o,n 11;. ,~,l/ 4" ~+/ ~" S,~l/~: ~!-/\4"I, tl.:j.jl, S~_V 4, 
SEJ./4"S~1/4, ~.~c.t,ion ~~; "~}.;J. ~I1 ,T.PN;.,,,,,R..?-,4.E_.,, ~,.D.,~,~,¥l.:'1 i..) 't'ri,,~ 

Application 31651 was filed on May II, 1977 by Alexander Dawson, 
Inc. to appropria te 6.0 c. f _,s. ,of"wflt.~F from an underground source to 
be diverted at a point within the SW1/4 SE1/4, Section 2, T.15N., R.24E., 
M. D. ~. &t1, ."to ,b~" ).l~ed f,o~ i:rriga,t,i,on. ,~nd dOII\~.st,ir; ,pur_po?~~ r'J~thiE1 .. t~e 
S~1/.4 SW1/4",Sect:ion 1; E1/2 WI/2, wI/2 NE1/4. SE1/4 NEI/4, SE1/4, 
Section 2; NI/2 NE1/4, Section 11; NWI/4 NWI/4, SEI/4 NW1/4, Nl/2 SEI/4, 
SEI/4 SEl/4', Section 12;,a.1,1 in T.15N., -R.24E., ~.It·;~·,&~_~, 't,:t' 

Application 31652 was filed on May 11, 1977 by Alexander Dawson, 
Inc. t,o appropriatl'! 6.,Q, G,.,f.;;,.' pf ,wqter ,from ,an underground source .. to 
be diverted at a point within the NEl/4 NEl/4,' Secti~n- 11, 'T:'ISN'.:- R. 24E., 
M.D.B'.,&M .•• !.tq be _u$ed ,f9;r irr,ig,at,ion,.ft;nd ,d0!l!est;~c ,p~r;p~~esl!within the 
SWI/4 sWl/4, Section 1; El/2 Wl/2, WI/2 NEl/4, SE1/4 NEl/4, SE1/4, 
Section 2;, NI./2 NEl/~,. ~eebioq .. 1J,; NWl/4, NWl1..4.1 S.E;,l/~ ~~!.4, ;~1/2 SEI/4, 
SEl/4 SE1J~,. ,Se~tipn, 12; :.,a11 in T.lSN., R.24E., M.D.B.&M. )j 
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" . AppJ-ications 31649," 31650, 31651 and 3165'2 were filed to appro­
'p'1-~f~,tt=;: 'w~~ter from an underground 'so'tirce within the Churc~ill Valley 
Ground Water Basin, Storey, Lyon and Churchill Counties, Nevada, as 
des;ignated and described by order of the State Engineer "issued August 
23. 1977. Jj 

III 

-~ ~. . 
Applications. 3~6~~. 31650, .31651 ·and, 3165'-2 'are to ,.appropriate 

water from an under'ground source. The ,i<and to' ,be irrfga'f:eg. :'under 
Applications 31649, 31650, 31651 and' 3l65t,does not .have ,existing 
:un[f~tt1~:p-d~:w~sef righ~s. 1:/" ~; ~>u .": . ' .. '?; ", "<t"~~~' . . "'~V..,· :·~·,· ..... ,--k:oot "-< I ' '.''''~-t.... 

IV· 
, i ' .' , , ' 

~ f "c ' •. Th~' d~~'t~~'§L.t,,{~'~C·ht~:chi{{ 1~i1J,"~rtu~~~;~' Basil1 is a sub-
~'basin: of-the; l~rgi2i-~ t1~son River-{B~i~(we~e~rn Nevada. The poten--:­

tia1 local rechar~e from precd.p,iitat,:~·p:g~,~· ,r:'h~ Churchill Valley Gro~nd :';"' 
Water Basin is estimated to be 130.P~'he'e:'fe ... et of water per year.' 4/-' 

.•
...... -¥~.,' ',. . .. ;~~ ;. "';"¢"':- . ,-.. ~ ., .:,: 

;;.~ ".' "; 'V -"'., .~::.~: 
J '" .- - >,;' 
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Cer.ti,f ic~ates . .,l:iav:e been issped~, u:nd~J" ground' wa ter pe1;:mi:ts which 
could be, ·exer~:i.'sed ,.to ~rije~rt :'2S~~c*e,';.feet~,o'~: "fater per year .. from 
the Church:)..ll V~llley."Gr·6und'. ~a~~~~',s~~"-":"P:~~m:i:-~'s' have been 'granted 
which 'co~1d ~e used to' develqp_:-:-:~~~\:;~.2nal 1,7,162 acre-feet p~r y,*af~' 
from the 'bas1n. 2/ '0,-:.r~--:f'l~: .... 

N:I' c • '., 

, 

, ;'; 
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Should Appli~at,ions 31649 316'50~" ,,31651"'and 31652 be granted, .,; ~'--, '~":~::~, "~ . 
and shouJ-d subsequent deve1op~~J'#'~i,;~ro.tind water under these permit,s -' ~ ·<:,.~':,:.i';~~Y~ 

. detrimentally aft'e~.t prior groi.lI}d.~ wat-~r,~ righ~s.- the Sta te Engine~r,.,>i:>~. <r ~.~~t.< '.; -. ';'~ :~>;i' 
l'eq,urred gy law to'.o~der wit~d<l'%t~al~ .,i'e.l3tric.te,d ·tp conform to prio~it_y.. " '.' '_""i4~.": 

",righFs~ !!..I C i,r . , ".c" _ ;.~.: ... 

CONCL.us'.rONS; 
:'-::"";'-!'!A~;:'-' 

1. The State Engineer has jurisdi.ction of the, .parties ,and the subject 
matter of this action. II 

is prohibited by law fr.plil granting a"permit 
." 

2. The State:~qg!,neer 
where:' .' ,.-"-.,, , " 

A. 

.B. 
- ~.;}, 

.. ,c. 

,There is no unappropriated water at th,e pro,posed source, or 

The' proposed use confiicts with existing rights, or , " 

'The~.p'~op0sed use threatens 
. p-ubI,ic welfa-r:e. '£.1 
'-~) -- ' ~ 

to prove detrimental"to the 
: 1-,i.'';'' ' , 
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3. Existing water rights for the Churchill Valley Ground Water Basi.n 
exceed the estimated potentfa1. recharge from precipi'tation to the Chur-:­

. chill ,Valley Ground Wat,er R'eservoir. . The potential exists fOT addi- ' 
tional pumpage under existing ground water rights which have not yet 
been ,developed. To gqmt ,additional water Tights fOT irrigation from 
this limited grou~d t.(ater resource would adver,sely, affect existing 
rights and threaten to:',prt;>ye detrim;ental ,to the pUb.ltc 'welfare. 

4. The State Engineer,is authorized and directed to designate pre­
ferred uses of water within designated g~ound water areas such as 
Churchill Valley. 11 The consumptive use of additional ground water 
to irrigate additional land is not considered to be a preferred use of 
the limited ground water resources of the Churchill Valley Ground 
Water Basin. 

'"-/' Applications 31649, 31650," 3'16"51 "'and 31652 are herewit-h denied on 
,the' grounds that the appropri~t:LO~'t'_~p.f und.erground water 'for irrigation 
as ap'p1ied for would tend to imp'aii~:the' ';'a1ue of existing rights and 

·-w~utd- be de'tl.'imental to the pUb1,ic:"{:n.te;:est and welf,,!-re;. " 
,' ...... =-{ ~'"-,.<~ '" 
, ' " "'. \.~ ~'. <'-".(A~ • It 'v.- .'': ,-,;;, '.-.'0' ", 

'-, Respec tful~-y,;;-subrriitted·._ 
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RDW!BLRhbl, 
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'-j tt· 1M- ~.R.~-a-7->7-.. 7 
., ''',.1 1 RoJ.and D.«Westergard :- - -
""' -~" . ) - 0 ..., c -

;. Sta,te Engineer," ,0 -;;,:0 

! So " -:: 

De ted this ___ ·,,·::2:.7:.t h::· ___ ~---,daY, 

of ___ ~A~P~R~IL=-____ ~ __ 
, ;,Z:· 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Public records' in the office of the Sta:t't:~· Engineer. 

2. Public records in the office of the State Engieneer and 
Chapt'er 534, Nevadk R~vi~.ed 'Statutes. 

'. . 'of' 

3. Public records iri· the ofJ.ice. of the State,J!:ngineer. 

4. Water Resources Res:onnaissance ~er,ies Report '59, pp. 47 and 48. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Public records in the office of the State Engineer. 

NRS 534.110, su"!?sect,ions.2 and 6. 

NRS 533.025 and 533':·030 .. .;tsub~sec,ti'on 1. 
~t ' .J< -M/!' 
. ',.'."< • /,~,; .... <,,<~,.x, ~ 

NRS 533.370, subsecti.o.~i-'i;~\;:~i/;~" :~~';:.'~ 
, " ·;~i:,t.~_/;~ .. :::'<~;' 

NRS 534.120, subse~'q9b·2 ..... "'\ ,>.' 
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