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IN THE MATTER-OF APPLICATION 31021 FILED) 
TO 'APPROPRIATE THE WATERS OF AN."UNDER-' ')' 
'GROUND'- soHlitt IN THE' EAS'T WALKER 'AREA, ) 

'. , " • • - I •. , 

LYON, COUNTY, NEYADA. ) 

INTRODUCTION 
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. : Appl'iba't"ion '31~2.1 was, ff~ed, ,in the l.Stat~: .F;m~i;q.~er· ~i ~~fi~e, Q~ 
. January"" 2'[.; 1977 to !l~rf~pr1ate, l!ndergr~ppd, 'f'~:teF I ~9r i:r:rigat;.ion p~;r

'poses' in "th"e' EiI:st Walker Area, Lyon County, Nevada . 
.... ,' ," ;" ',f . '. 

FINDINGS OF,. FACT 

I 

Appl~c:~tio~, 3102~ was ~q~d on ianua.ry .24, \,~~n ,by ,~vy!,Ran<:htt~h 1 
Inc. £or~perinission to appropi::iate 6.0 c.f.s. of 'water from an under

'gi-ollnd '~oui-ce fC;;i: tirrigation pruposes. The proposed point of diversion 
is located within the NWI/4 SEI~4 of Section 28, T.ION., R.27E., M.D.B.& M, 
or at a point from which the Sl/4 corner of said Section 28 bears S. 100 

45 I ~~" ~ .• ,~~ d~~t,~r;~~" of 2P~,~ ,~~ f ~.et ~ ~h,~ PL;9~P':l.~1, plt':ls.e ,,0; ,lH~e ~·is 
3345 -acre~ located within port10ns of Sect10n I, T.lON., R.26E., M.D.B.& M, 

'·S'e.ct:tons 5,6,7,8,16,17,20,21 and 28, T.ION., R.27E., M.D.B.& M., 
Sect~ons 1,4, ... 23, .25,~, ?'~, at?-d 36,. ,T .. l,lN., !}.?,~E,;,,\.M~P.:~,.'&qM;. '~l1-q, S~ct:i,on 
31, T.-llN.', R:27E'.; M:n.B.& M. !/ 

., 
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;, .' ,1" . , ,. ,,(, t 1 '., " " 

Appli'cat,ion 31q21 was 'fil'ed to appropriate water from an under
ground sourc~ within the East Walker Area, Lyon County Nevada. ~/ 

IV,. 

?~q:f,cet w,~,~e~ ~ppro~r,~~f,i.onf! a.~~ ,righ$.s u!1?erl·pe~~ee C-;I.2~i tr9pi; JOhe 
Walkerl'River Stream System far exceed the average annual flow of,. the 
Eastland W~st"Waike-r"iUver'~ '~easi.1rE!d from' i94~ 'to 1965.·!i..,/ ":,~'.' 

V 

"._ "" ,.,,' d',d, 
Applications to appropriate additional' surface ~ater fr'?~~he 

Walker River Stream System have been denied on' the ~rounds that their .• 
granting would tend to impair the value '~.~(e&,sttPit.~·igh~~'! •• I;ih~is no.---J 
unappropria ted water in the source and t~¢'-' H,~!"-,ing-. a:f, tlie. propos(ej~'-
appropriations would be detrimental to the public.welfare. 5/ ~ .. ',' .) .. ", '-

VI 
',.,: i.I" 

. _T~~ tpropos~q point of"d:!-veljsion of Application 31021 is in close 
proximaty to the main chamiel of the east Walker River. The withdrawal 
of t~<!'i a~ount of water sO,ught to be appropriated in this location would 
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" 
create a cone of.depr~ssion· in the water table which would tend to. 
encompass the bed .0~f f·he,..Ea·st Walker River and would deplete the sur
face flo.w of the river down stream from the cone of depression. 

.~ "',~ .. "' .. 
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, Should AppliC;8 t;L~m 31021 be granted arld" subsequent development of 
\,-" grouhd water pursuant -chereta detri'mend.lly"'affecJt prior surface water 

rights as set forth under Decree C-125 and appropriated rights, the 
State Engineer is required by law to order withdrawals be restricted to. 
conJt;~~t'o R'rio-r:l..ty· r·ig'.h~s.' 61 :--: 

'" .""., • '." ,,' - v 

CONCLUSIONS , 

I 

The State Engineer has jur.is1Jction of the parties in the subject 
matter of this action~ ,\7(' 

~. 

II 

The State Engineer is prohib,ited by law fr9m granting a permit 
where: 

A. There is no unapprop!iated water at the proposed source, or 

B. 

c. 

The proposed 
, -i.. '. 

use. c_o.v~H.cts 
.-" . 

";" 

The proposed use threatens 
public welfare. ~/ 

III 

with existing rights, or 

to prove detrimental to the 

Withdrawal of the' 'underground water applied for under Application 
31021 would te!ld to deminish flow in the East ',,"alker River and further 
would adversely affect the prior rights as set forth in Decree C-12S and 
would conflict with appropriated. rights on the Walker River Stream 
System and threaten to prove detrimental to the public welfare. 

RULING 

Application 31021 ~s herewith denied on the grounds that the appro
priation of the amount _of' w<;Lter applied for from the location applied 
for in the application would ~tend to impair the value,_of existing rights 
and be otherwise detrimental to .the public interest '~md.'Welf.ar'e. 

,"';':> -;.~'~ '~~ 

",",-./ /' ., 
Respectfuily submitted,~ 

; / 

~e~f::d-' .' 
State Engine'~t' ~ _C' ~~' 

RDW/~LR/bl' 

,,-'"' , :.:' 
"-Dated' this, __ -"S"te"hc-_-,--,day of 

FEBRUARY 1975. 
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FOOTNOTES 

.1.' __ 
, 'r- . ' 

P~p~.ic~·Reco'rds 2n - . 
-' -"~ -' ' 

thi OHite of 
... .''/>:p~ 

~"', 

the_' Stat-e Engineer . 
--.~ "f 

2. Public Records in the r..Off'ice 6f the Stat'e Engineer. 

3. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer and Supporting 
Map for Appifc..3.tiou':Jl021. 

.' . 

4. Public ·'.Rec:.9.rds :i.,Up",the Office of the State Engineer and U. s. VS. 
Walker River·Irrigation District, et aI, U. S. District Court 
for the District of Nevada; Equity #C-12S as Amended by the 
Honorable A. F. St. ,Sure, Dated April 24, 1940, Hereafter called 
Decree C-12S. 

5. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer, see Denied 
Applications 24994, 24951-, 25015, 25016, ,25.018, 25236, 30095 and 

30096. 

6. NRS 534.110, subsections 3 and 6. 

7. ,NRS 533.025 and 533.030. sl!bsection 1. 

8. NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 
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