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"IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 31274,)
31275 AND 31276 TO APPROPRIATE WATER)
FROM UNDERGROUND SOURCES IN MIDDLE ) RULING
REESE RIVER VALLEY, LANDER COUNTY, )
NEVADA. )
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Applications.:31274,31275 and 31276 were filed on Apr11 5, 1977
in the name of Roger Hockersm1th ‘each to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s.
of water, from separate underground sources, Tocated Hithin, the
SE% WG Section 21,.SE% Nk Section 16,and SEL"SWs SectiBh 16,
respect1ve1y, a11 in T-26M,., R, 43E,, 'M.D.B.& M. The’ water under
these “three’ app11cat1ons is to be used to 5upp]eﬁent each other in
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the 1rr1gat10n of %80 acres 1ocated within ‘the W 6f Section 16
and NW% ‘Sedtion 21, 1. 26N 'R.43E. , M.D.B.& M,
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T1me1y protests ?d‘each of thé three apg]1cat1ons were £11ed
on June 22, 19?7 1n the fhiamé ‘of Bankhead Farms. These protests
seek’ denia1 of the app11cat1ons on the grounds that: ™1. The
State Engineer had already stated,that the water table has dropped
five feet. 2. We feel that the area has already been over-allotted.
3. 1 gavermeasured my we]l? wh1ch has dropped 15 feet by February

and anoqger 5 foot in Apr11 4 Nater permxts have neVer been

1ssued on th1s parcel e . et
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' App11cat1ons 31274, ‘31275 and 31276° ‘bécame vedy for act1dn
by the State Engineer's Office on July 1, 1977.
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A f1e1d 1nvest1gat1on 1nt0 the matteﬁ of ﬁFStesteﬁaApQ11cat1ons
31274, 31275 and 31276 was .condictéd’ ‘o Monday,1August 29,1977 at

11 00 ‘a.m, by representat1ves 'of ‘the" State Engineer's 0ff1ce Results
of tHat field investigation are described under Field Investigation
Report No. 642, dated October 25, 1977, on file in the State Engineer's
Office. Field Investigation Report No 642 is hereby made a part

of this Ruling by reference.
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The Reno'office of the, Bureau of Land Management confirms that
the proposed place of use Tinder Applications 31274, 31275 and 31276
is privately owned Tand which was purchased from the BLLM through a
public land sale, and that no homéstead entry has ever been filed
on this acreage.. No application to appropr1ate water has ever
been filed in" the State Eng1neer s Office for use on this acreage.
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The proposed points o’r'gj;wer‘swn under these applications are
located within -the Middle Reese’ River Basin (Nevada Hydrographic
Ground Water Basin No. 4-58), which was designated by State
Engineer"s Order No. 276 dated: August 5, 1964, in accordance with
the prov1s10ns of NRS 534. 030 ' o
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Ground Water ResourcestRecenna1ssance Series Report No. 19
estimates the perennial y1e1d of the Middle Reese River Valley to be

14,000 acre-feet (Page 17). |
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Certificates of appropr1at10n :have been TSsued w1th1n the
Reese River:Valley Ground Naten%Bas1n in the amount of 51,463.92
acre~feet, and permits have been *issued within this basin for
1rr1gat1on which .would a110w for the diversion of an additional
5,131 acre-feet. There are, “therefore, a total of 56,594.92 acre-
feet of water currentTy appropr1ated from the ground water basin.
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Static water level measurements taken on a bi-annual basis
by representatives of the State*Eng1neer s Office indicate that
the level in the three 1rr1gat10n*weﬂ1s nearest to the proposed
points of diversion under Applications 31274, 31275 and 31276

has declined an average of 16.2'feEt.
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1. The State Engineer has 3ur1sd1ct1on ;of the parties and the
subject. matter of this action in accordance w1th NRS 533.025 and

NRS 533;030 subsect1on 1.
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\2. “In .accordance with NRS 533.370, subsection 4, the State
Engineer is prohibited by Taw from granting a permit where:

a. There is no unappropriated water at the proposed source, or
b. The proposed use conflicts with existing rights, or
c. The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the

pub11c welfare.

3. The annual duty of water allowed by the State Engineer for
irrigation purposes within the Middle Reese River Valley Basin is
4.0 acre~feet per acre per annum. Therefore, a total of 1920 acre-
feet per annum would be required for the irrigation of the 480
acres to be irrigated by these pending applications. This amount
would be in addition to the existirig ground water appropriations,.
since this acreage does not have ex1st1ng ground water rights,

4. Existing water r1ghts from this ground water basin currently
exceed the estimated perennial yield for that.basin. To grant
additional rights under the subject applications would conflict
with existing rights and threaten to prove detrimental to the

public welfare.

RULING

Applications 31274, 31275 and 31276 are herewith denied on the
grounds that the granting of water rights for additional ground water
development from the designated Middle Reese River Valley Basin would
conflict with existing rights and threaten to prove detrimental to the
public welfare in this area where appropriations exceed estimates of

the perennial yield.
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_RoTand 0. westergard
State Engineer”
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Dated this 22nd day of Decembef . -1977.




