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Th~ .p~.int:~ "9..~ di:y':_ef~~op. _C!~5!\ t~~ pl~<?e:;of~:,:!se ';-'~!i:der 
Applications t '2949'B,1'2.941991' 29;i'OOYand 2'9501':'-'CJ.re'~wj..tH£ti., Sec
tion '29'~ii:T'.-j:4N. haR:~45'Er~tMt'!.BWL ~xM'JI.jI H;':"Ct-! V!! :·1'1 ~:-i.io? \".'t"2:11t: 

r:~:. .• ' tr·~ ';;:j~!;'·,~'.tl ~)t~,~'~~ol"':..c.\ll .Lat.d. xb,!.!:~ , .. i·~.is h:;v~~~ 

A i "lrfca:e'foii~''-12§?ij6';: \ 2979"3'; 29'7'9'4 t~Wa . 297'95 /wgre::~fiiled 
by waf~~'ce:"D:.' :.\~n.itl.'ng.1. 'to- :appropr~a te r"Ul1cl'ergrou:od' wa ter~' . 

Applic'~gi()fln29;£lo6~wJi~°f-il:'~d.loh·~-6c£bb~f,rr:4i~ :e§,,"j'S- fdr "; 
6. 0 c·~lr.:!~EH;ofc\t,ah~~ Eo l' ffrrga£~ t3~i(o acre.!? The point of 
diversion is within .the NWl;j: NE~ Section 4, T.34N."_ R.45E., 
M. D. B'. &l'M~ ':'Tne I'pl~de'-of"'use' :£S.~·'the ~N!1 ':of"- sa:id': S~cti6ri~' 4'. ,-:'-
", ~.·l;·:""·· "'.1.1! .~'S "'~'.' ; '''J,''; -. t ).t "r~t": APf.1J.,:;;u"'i01"l be "cler.'!."! 

.' ':LApp1ica:e±Bns\]2979:j:;'29794 and 29795 were fil:ed on 
November 20, 1975, each for ,6,.0, c.f.s. of water for irriga
tion. ,.The rpfa8'~vofallH~el'gtid~j~eoHit ;;f,tdi{f~!'~~an are "'.~rthin 

.·.~1',!·'·:,)"'!~-·""""'J'" 4"" "r,~· '''f''', '.-' (',<",. '":\~t "",,' , 
Sect~bn 33," T::35N~i R. 'S-E~ "M.D.B.&···M. :" , '.e._ 

"t.neY.'u 1)"18 nl'.!v<.:l" !)t".-;2!1 ~ ~u'~"fJ,'tanCl:.31 ~;-,~. 'o''' .,;'.u'\n~:' 

Ap~l:icat:i6ki 3 Od7'.t<-\~as':'fl:l~d·rari_ i,iMr6h 10', "j976· t i3y Ernest 
," "'" :·\.1 'V"" ... '\.">~lI-' _W\,~ ho' -.- tJ j. I v. rt#-nr",: i ;'.~~~' 4 Wf'Cf""'" {~3 'f~"')-""'d L. and" Verna M,o pBarrows. to approprJ:at:e 5f c. ·;·S.- 0 un' er-

ground·t wat:g:r Gf8r i ±rf±gatTBn i &iid a.girlgstrdYpii:rpo-g;J~ ~. 0The 
point t.t;'ff!\divefi±8n 1:11; ~;wftfhi?'}th~ SE* iNWt.('i~sk&ti:Bn 20 ;':"T. 34N. , 

~r1""i/" --'·······'(;'.]'0. · .. ·11' r:o'., ,-»,,) l "~-"';~ l--"::' '~-"lcr-'\b',,,, '"~1''' R.45E: 'M.D.B':&"'M., and the I?lace'of'use ~s""31~7~6"acres' , ,--J''', {1- "1) ".' 'J .'{- "">'>(, ''-'.-.~~'J-' .', ~< ...... !··'3 11>"1'-"1) ','.1"-
w~thl..n the N!.:i 'of"sald Sect10n 20. 
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Application 3,0427 was filed on July 27, 1976 by Sierra 
Pa<;:,irit Power Co. 'to appropriate 4.0 c. :f~ .. s. of underground 
water for iIidustri~(C and domestic. purposes. The point of 
diversion is within th'e NE~ SE~ Sectr-on 3:<1, T.35N., R.45E., 
'M. D. B. & ],1. and th_e i place of use is w.j. .. thin the E,b Section 19; 
Sections 20, 21" 2~, and 29; E~ Sectio'n 30, T.34N., R.43E., 
M.D.B.& M. ~?' 

_,!).pplication 30984 was filed on January $., 1977 by LeQn 
E. _and Norma G. Taylor to appropriate .2.2._c.f.s. of uiidel?":' 

,ground water for irrigation and domestic, purposes. The 
point of diversion! is within the"NE!:i -',NW!.;j Sect1.on 32, T.'34N., 
R.45E., M.D.B.& M. and the plaqe ot'use_- is 130 acres within 
the ,NW!:i of said Section 32. -#'i':::'; ". 

r""-'" • . "le.., . 
Application 31753 was filed on May l~~, 1~'77 by Sierra 

Pac,tfic Power Co. to change the po.ip-C::.~~f;?::~~e:rsion and 
.pL3.C~ of use of 2.0 c. f. s. of the u,!id~?=g;t0U-Qcl water appro
flria·ted under Permit 29006 for ind-(l'st--;G-ia-l. ~purposes . The 
po'J..nt of diversion, under ,Permit-' 29006,·~is within the NE~ SE~ 
Sec'tion 17, T.'35N~.~ R~44E., M:D':J;.& H. and tne place of use! 1-
is Section 25, T_'J34N.'i"".Ri4-i3E-)~(M.TI.B.&'·"M!.~: _.:rhe point of'- ,_~~ .. -~ 
d~version under~, .f\pp-l~ca~.i~n' ~~f is \:l.i.!;~4.ri,~"t)\ .. ej..?w~ .,.SW~ ~-~e-'~ ':"~'. " 
t-lQn 3, T.32N., R.44E., M.D.B.&--M. and tne place of use lS 
within the E:!:i Section 19; Sect,ions-'20, 21, 28 and 29; E!.s 
Section 30, T.35N-. '·-'R.-k3E'i'It"/,,,M:.~'El'iB~& Mj. "'_ '; ~ ..... ". 

. 'y., .,.. . #, '" . " " , 
I --'fM")- -': '* ?-t~f' ~ " , 

Application 29487 w,as 'protested on October 27, 1975 by 
Max J;.enaburg who p;-ayed"-that t:'he applic,atiJon be denied on 
the fo:l.;t.owing grou!lds: ,(; ... ""', 

'~. 

All of the wells ih, t:his a,rea have lowered on 
the water table withil'f·-th~ .. Ip.:?,t five years. 

I worked for the-,Twep:~Y';"'Five Corp. for four 
,y~ars and have fir~s..:.~1:':fu&nd exp-e,rience with the wells 
'. on the Sidwell a:ncii;;,~tb~~>aa" Lind. Their wells have .' ".'-." , . . -,~-~, -. , 
g.l.ven endless' troubles for' some-<time. They have run 

""... - , 

out of water when th~y _~'.re all flumping at one time. 

The Conrad Section will. not be farmed next year 
because of the w:a~::~_. ,~4~\~a,E'i,~7./ 
Application 294"8'9~wks":,p~,~t;e~ted on October 17, 1975 by 

Robert J. Phillips> who'.'prayed that the application be denied 
on the following ~gF,.~n'd's..:, ' 

,,·,!r··f ' ',' 
The one mai~' reason 'for .th{~\p,:rot·est of the , _ • ~ .' ~', ' -"~.A _ 

additional wells _.in ",;th+.:..S}f~.¥t.'Jt;i~'~~i:t:f\7- .. ~~.c-t that 
there has never been a'-.'sub,Sf-a:nciL'ah',water survey .. ' ,." ,-- ..... -,.- """"" 
taken in ,thd/sl;.,area. The,. f,arrLrS e'tih'a-:t'., are in this 

~ are?!- have:t~t~': b,E; f~l:ly d~ye10.ped'; where' as most 
of these h~~f"i~6:t~~op·'/~f-?Jtn:~:~th'a,;y.Et~: d~I'Y Sl1~, J!",ell on 
them at thls. :tJ,We. _:and '"to. __ :p_~tT~f-:1;l:]:l¥ efflEaen~ they. 
should have t~O, but hew, Ml..l1 thls- be ... po.sslble wlth 
'the grantit;;g',pf twenty-two :\'l.~J.l permit~s' when the 

.' 
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water table i~ this area is not yet establis~ed. . ."... . , 

Another p~id,t I .~l.ishr to jmtak-~. is thei.. FA~C~\ t,hat 
the standing wa.te~r ~l~ve,l :ofG fny'~~_ i~&:-iga;t.ionf' wehl;. ~ ._'. 1-
has dropp~d tEm-~'i"e'Eft-"in- th\~ ta"'s~t·'''five'''y'ea'rs ......... "-' ,," 

i" '-.~ ,;" 

l ~,'" j 

Application 29493 was protested on OC.tober ,17, ,1975 by 
E. L.' Barrows ~ho prayed that the ~crp~ricq.tioni be, de:nied. ,on' 
the following grounds: 

I feel the farmers alr~ady- deve,loping ground 
in this district are already in trouble and if 
more wells are' brought in, they wili be in troubl~ 
also. Most at the farmers out here are only one
half developedjas they go on they will need more 
water. . 

, 
,A field investigation in the matter of Applications 

29480 through 29501 WqS held on March 1'1, 197'6. A Report of 
the Field 'Invest;igatio'n' is -on file in the office of the State 
Engineer": .. 

Measurements and affidavits indicate lowering water 
tables in the area-, of ,:c0_rtc:entr.ated, underground water rights 

, - - ,~!.,"·M4l ~ , -
and pumpage where a1,l,:o~~'~,f'li'e pe~$Hn.g applications except 
Application 31753 ar'e' 16c~.tec;l. ,":Ap'plica;tion 31753 is to 
change a point of diversi'o'n <to 'within 'one-half mile of' exist-

,- ('~" 

ing underground waiter r~ights.: :.~ 
, ," , 

RULING 

Applications 2948.0' through 29501, 29706, 29793, 29794, 
29795, 30071, 3042,7, 30~84 arid 3'175~"ar'e denied and the pro
tests upheld on th'e grounciF~:;V-that to grant additional water 
rights in these concentrated, areas :wo'lill'd conflict with exist
ing rights .and threatenf¥·to prove detrimental to- the public 
interest. 

RDW/JC/bl 

Dated this, __ -'7-'t"'h:--__ ~d.ay 

o f __ -,D=:e",c:oe::m=b.::e.::r_~=,..,.,=,. 'i 9 7 7-. 
, - _, .:,., ~ ,:-\'~. 

, 
.. 
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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS ) 
29480 THROUGH 29501 FILED BY ) 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC Ll\ND COMPANY ) 
TO APPROPRIATE UNDERGROUND 
WATER IN THE CLOVERS AREA, 
Ll\NDER COUNTY, NEVADA 

) 
) 
) 

REPORT OF FIELD 

INVESTIGATION 

Applications 29480 through 29501 were filed on June 27, 
1975 by Southern Pacific Land Co. to appropriate underground 
water for irrigation and domestic purposes in the Clovers 
area north of Battle Mountain. Each application is for 
2.0 c.f.s. The points of diversion and places of use are 
as follows: 

AEElication Point of Diversion Place of Use 

29480 NEl:iNE~ Sec 5, T34N,R45E 
MOM Said Sec. 5 

29481 NE'<Nwl.i said sec. 5 " 
29482 NE~SW~ said Sec. =-5 " 
29483 NE~SE~ said Sec. 5 " 
29484 SEl.iNEl.i Sec 7, T34N,R45E, 

MOM Said Sec. 7 
29485 SE'<Nwl.i said Sec. 7 " 
29486 SEl.iSWl.i said Sec . 7 " 
29487 SE1iSE1i said Sec. 7 " 
29488 NW'<Nwl.i Sec 9, T34N,R45E, wl,; said Sec. 

MOM 
29489 NW~SW~ said Sec. 9 " 
29490 NW~!:; Sec 17, T34N. 

R45E, MOM Said Sec. 17 
29491 NW~!:; said Sec. 17 " 
29492 NW!:;SW!:; said Sec. 17 " 
29493 NW!:;SE!:; said Sec. 17 " 
29494 SE\:NE!:r Sec. 19, T34N, 

R45E, MOM Said Sec. 19 
29495 SE'<Nwl.i said Sec. 19 " 
29496 SE!:;SW!:; said Sec. 19 " 
29497 SE!:;SE!:; said Sec. 19 " 
29498 NW l.iNE l.i Sec. 29, T34N, 

R45E, MOM Said Sec. 29 
29499 NW\NW~ said Sec. 29 " 
29500 NW~SW~ said Sec. 29 " 
29501 NW~SE~ said Sec. 29 " 

Application 29487 was protested on october 27, 1975 by 
Max Lenaburg on the following grounds: 

9 
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"All of the wells in this area have lowered on 
the water table with-in the last five years. 

"I worked for the Twenty-Five corp. for four 
years and have first hand experience with the 
wells on the Sidwell and Conrad land. There wells 
have given endless troubles for some time. They 
have run out of water when they are all pumping 
at one time. 

liThe Conrad section will not be farmed next 
year because of the water situation." 

Appiication 29489 was protested on october 17, 1975 by 
Robert J. Phillips on the following grounds: 

"The one main reason for this protest of the 
additional wells in this area is the fact that 
there has never been a substancial water survey 
taken in this area. The farms that are in this 
area have yet to be fully developed, where as 
most of these half section lots have only one well 
on them at this time and to be fully efficient 
they should have two, but how will this be pos
sible with the granting of twenty-two well permits 
when the water table in this area is not yet 
established. 

"Another point I wish to make is the FACT 
that the standing water level of my irrigation well 
has dropped ten feet in the last five years." 

Application 29493 was protested on october 17, 1975 by 
E. L. Barrows on the following grounds: 

"I feel the farmers already developing 
ground in this district are already in trouble. 
and if more wells are brought in they will be 
in trouble also. Most of the farmers out 
here are only one half developed as they go on 
they will need more water." 

A field investigation was held on March II, 1976. 
Present at the investigation were: 
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Ted Langseth 
Max sakata 
Max Lenaburg 
E. L. Barrows 
Brenda Phillips 
Tom Defoor 
Leon E. Taylor 
Greg Taylor 
C. D. Morris 
Bobby W. Hooper 
Don Jones 

Ralph Gamboa 
Wayne Testolin 
Tim Holt 
Jack Cardinalli 

Representing 

Southern Pacific Land Co. 
" " " " 

Protestant 
" 
" 
" 

Taylor Farms 
" " 

John nay Hardware Co. 
Lander Co. Soil Conservation 
Agricultural stabilization & 

vation Service 
Division of Water Resources 

" " " " 
" " " " 
" " " " 

Dist. 
Conser-

The applications and protests were reviewed by Jack 
Cardinalli. 

Gre~ Taylor said that his wells in Sees. 30 and 32 were 
pumping from 200' and surging. 

Several of the water users commented that there were no 
good water bearing strata in the area and that fine sands 
adversely affected pumping operations. 

Tom Defoor said that electrologs of deep test holes at 
his place in Sec. 30 indicate highly saline water occurs at 
about 550'. 

Don Jones. Leon Taylor. E. L. Barrows and Bobby Hooper 
all made statements to the effect that they thought the 
prudent course of action would be to defer additional ground 
water appropriations until full development has been reached 
by those now pumping in the area. Then. if conditions indicate 
adequate water, new permits could be issued. 

Ted Longseth mentioned that hydrologic reports have 
indicated the possibility of substantial amounts of under
ground water flowing into the Clovers area from Rock Creek 
valley to the northeast. 
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Jack Cardinalli said the Water Resources Bulletin #32 
on the hydrology of the Humboldt River system would be a 
major source of hydrologic data that would be used in acting 
on the applications. Hydrologic reports prepared for Southern 
Pacific Land Co. and Sierra Pacific Power Co. and measurements 
of static and pumping water levels would also be important 
and be considered. 

water Resources Bulletin #32 - Hydrologic Reconnaissance 
of the Humboldt River Basin, Nevada estimates that 71,900 
ae ft/yr of water is lost through evapotranspiration from the 
Valmy section of the Humboldt River Basin which is comprised 
of the Clovers area, Kelley Creek area and Pumpernickel Valley. 
32,500 ac-ft/yr of the evapotranspiration is supplied by surface 
water. The recharge to the ground water reservoir from preci
pitation is estimated to be 18,000 ac-ft/yr. To balance the 
hydrologic budget for the Valmy section an additional 22,000 
ac-ft/yr of recharge is needed for the ground water reservoir. 
Report #32 suggests that underflow from Rock Creek Valley is 
the most likely source of underflow to the Valmy section but 
higher than estimated underflows from the Reese River Valley 
and Argenta section are also mentioned as a possible source of 
ground water recharge to the valmy section. 

Hydro-Search, consulting hydrologists for Southern 
Pacific Land Co., has estimated that 30,000 to 50,000 ac-ft/yr 
of ground water is recharged to and evapotranspired from the 
Clovers area. 

certified water rights exist to pump 12,800 ac-ft/yr from 
the Clovers area. An additional 16,600 ac-ft/yr may be 
developed under existing permits. 

Some static water level measurements have been made in 
the Clovers area since 1968. These measurements are spotty 
and incomplete but tend to corroborate the protestants' con
tention that the water table is lowering in the areas where 
pumpage occurs. 

William F. Guyton and Associates, consulting hydrologists 
for Sierra Pacific Power Co., estimate that the pumping lift 
in the Clovers area averages about 200'. This is based on 
electric power consumption from August 1971 to August 1974 . 
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Pumpage for the Clovers area, also using power consumption 
figures, was estimated to be 2,000 ac-ft in 1972 and 1973 and 
3,500 ac-ft in 1974. 

JC/1k 

Dated this £ 7 vi 
of June, 1976. 

Day 

Respectfully submitted, 

.JIIC-I< C/J/{/:)/AIA I.. L I 
Jack Cardinalli 
Hydraulic Engineer 


