
IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER 

OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

1154 

o R D E R 

South Fork Band Council of the 
Te-Moak Tribe of Western 
Shoshone Indlans of Nevada 
P.O. Box B-13 
Lee, Nevada 89829 
Cert. Mall No. P 444 469 382 

Unlted States of Amerlca 
Bureau of Indlan Affalrs 
400 N. Fifth St., 12th Floor 
2 Arlzona Center 
Phoenlx, Arizona 85004 
Cert. Mall No. P 444 469 383 

WHEREAS, the records of the Offlce of the State Engineer 

establish that the Te-Moak Tribe of the Western Shoshone Indlans of 

Nevada (the "Trlbe) are the successorS-ln-lnterest to water rlghts 

originally decreed to A.J. Dewar, Clark Drown, A.M. Grlswold, J.J. 

Hylton and P.J. Ogilvie under the terms of the Bartlett and Edwards 

decrees issued by the Slxth Judiclal Dlstrlct Court of the State of 

Nevada, such decrees are also known as the Humboldt Decree; 

WHEREAS, the State Englneer and the Water CommlSSloners of the 

Slxth Judlcial Dlstrlct Court are statutorily entrusted with the 

responslblllty for admlnlstering the terms of the Humboldt Decree 

pursuant to NRS 533.220; 

WHEREAS, lncluded among the admlnlstratlve duties of the State 

Engineer and the Water Commissloners of the Sixth Judlclal Dlstrict 

Court is the responslbility for enterlng upon public, prlvate or 

corporate lands at all tlmes ln the exerClse of thelr duties under 

NRS 533.305(3); 

WHEREAS, on July 2, 1999, the Honorable Edward Reed, Unlted 

States Dlstrlct Judge, Distrlct of Nevada, ruled that the Trlbe has 

walved its soverelgn lmmunlty with respect to the Humboldt Decree. 

WHEREAS, on August 24, 1999, the Honorable Edward Reed, Unlted 

States Dlstrlct Judge, Dlstrlct of Nevada, issued a prellmlnary 

injunction, enjolnlng the Trlbe from prohlbltlng Water 

Commlssl0ners of the Sixth Judicial District Court from enterlng 

the reservatlon to regulate the Humboldt Rl ver pursuant to the 

Humboldt Decree. 

WHEREAS, on September 13, 1999, a Water Commissloner for the 

Slxth Judlclal Dlstrict Court entered the reservation to regulate 

the Humboldt Rlver pursuant to the Humboldt Decree. 
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WHEREAS, the Water CommlSSloner entered the reservatlon to 

regulate headgates on the reservation and on land WhlCh can only be 

reasonably accessed by traveling across the reservatlon. 

WHEREAS, when the Water CommlSSloner traveled on prlvate land 

to regulate the rlver, such land belng only reasonably accesslble 

by travellng through the reservatl0n, the Water CommlSSloner was 

stopped and questioned by the Trlbal Chairman and a Tribal Police 

Offlcer. 

WHEREAS, the Water CommlSSloner was ordered to travel off the 

private land, onto the reservation, and when he entered the 

reservatl0n, sald CommlSS10ner was arrested by the Trlbal Pollce 

Offlcer. 

WHEREAS, the Water Commissioner was then handcuffed, placed ln 

a trlbal pollce car, and was drlven off the reservation. 

WHEREAS, the Water CommlSS10ners of the Slxth Judlclal 

Dlstrlct Court are offlcers of the Humboldt Decree Court and any 

interference wlth thelr actlvltles ln regulatlng the Humboldt 

Decree constltutes contempt of court. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Humboldt Decree and Nevada law the 

Water Commissioners have a rlght to access prlvate lands that can 

only be reasonably accessed by travellng across the reservatl0n. 

NOW THEREFORE, YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to wlthln flve (5) days 

of the date of thlS Order, slgnal an intent to permlt the Water 

CommlSSloners of the Slxth Judlcial Dlstrlct Court access to 

regulate any and all upstream headgates that supply the South Fork 

Reservatl0n wlth irrlgatlon water lncluding such headgates on 

prlvate land that can only be reasonably accessed by travellng 

through the reservatlon. 

Dated at Carson Clty, Nevada thlS 

20th Day of September 1999. 
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