
IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER 

OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

o R D E R 

RESCINDING ORDER NO. 765 
SANITARY SEAL REQUIREMENT OF ALL 

WELLS IN THE FALLON AREA OF CARSON DESERT 

1142 

WHEREAS, on May 18, 1981, the State Eng1neer made and entered 

in his off1C1al records at Carson City, Nevada, Order No. 765, 

notifying and ordering that all water wells drilled within the area 

of Fallon of the Carson Desert Designated Basin within Townsh1ps 18 

North, Ranges 27, 28, and 29 East, and Townsh1ps 19 North, Ranges 

26, 27, 28, 29 and 30 East, must comply with the following: 

1. Wells drilled to a depth exceed1ng 50 feet must have a min1mum 

seal depth of 50 feet; and 

2. For those wells dr1lled to a depth less than 50 feet shall have 

a m1nimum seal of 25 feet. 

WHEREAS, a study publ1shed in 1985 by the United States 

Geolog1cal Survey ent1tled Geohydrology of the Basal t and 

Unconsolidated Sedimentary Aquifers in the Fallon Area, Churchill 

County, Nevada, USGS Water-Supply Paper 2263, ind1cates that a 

source of generally better qual1ty water is found in the 

1ntermed1ate alluvial aqu1fer. The 1ntermediate aquifer 1S 

typically located at depths greater than 80 feet and is a more 

reliable, long term water source than the shallow alluv1al aquifer. 

WHEREAS, subsequent to Order No. 765, many wells have been 

completed 1n both the shallow and intermediate aqu1fer. Water 

quality records from these wells conf1rm that water from the 

intermed1ate aquifer 1S of equal or better quality than the shallow 

aquifer. Also, the intermediate aquifer 1S less suscept1ble to: 

1) infiltrat10n of contaminants due to the seasonal fluctuation of 

the Carson River, 2) nitrate contamination associated w1th 

1ndividual sewage d1sposal systems, and 3) fertilizers and 

pestic1des associated w1th farm practices. 
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WHEREAS, beginn1ng 1n 1990, the State Engineer began plac1ng a 

permit term on all permitted groundwater wells located in the area 

del1neated 1n the USGS Water Supply Paper 2263, requiring those 

wells to be completed in the intermediate alluV1al aquifer and that 

1n no 1nstance shall the sanitary seal on the wells be less than 

100 feet from ground level. 

NOW, THEREFORE, Order No. 765, dated May 18, 1981 1S herew1th 

RESCINDED based on the new data and information ava1lable 

ind1cat1ng the need to draw water from the intermed1ate aqu1fer 

whiCh 1S generally better in qual1ty, more rel1able and less 

suscept1ble to surface contaminat1on. 

Sanitary seals for all wells drilled 1n the subject area, as 

stated above, shall be pursuant to e1ther NAC 534.380 or 534.390. 

Dated at Carson C1ty, Nevada, th1S 

27th day of __ ~A~p~r~il~ ______ , 19~ 

2 


