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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NO. 13103 ) 
IN, NAME OF GEORGE, FRANK WOODALL AND ) 

~~~~A~D~\,i~~~~P~itl]y ~DER-j 
ESMERALDA COUNTY, NEVADA. ) 

RULINg 

, ,AppllcatlonNo. 1)10):was tiled Oc~ober 14· 1949 by 
George' Frank, Woodall" ancl,' ~na"May, WO, odaU ' to, appropa, ate' 4.0 
~ht .13. ot' undergrOund wat;ei' for the' irr1gtlti'bn ot ,320 acres ot' 
l$Dd. The propo$ed point ot diversion 18 ~ocatedwi'th1n ,the 
SW~ NE! Ssction21~ T. 2 8 •• R. 35 E., M.D.M. and the land to 
be irrigat.ed, is described 8S the S! HE; Section 21~d· ai' NW~ 
andNE! SWt Secti~n 22, T. 2 B., R., )~ E. ',' . 

Thenot1e(toi this appUcation "as dulY' PUbll8h~ct in ' 
the 00, Idtie~c. New8.a'~ preSOri, bed by law, and on Feb,tuary 2,1951 
a protest. wae £11e4 by E. L. Cord 'to the' grantlilg ,of a perm1t 
W1der.B1dappl1ca~iqJl. ' The baau of liIald' pl"Ote8~ 1$ &8 tC?llow.,; 

• • ',". A, '.' '. 

, ' "That the granting of the abo'" l'e£errellto, appU";; 
cat~OJr Woul4ill1pail' and 'tend to ~p81r ttie valUe 9f ,~ , 
exiSting water., r1ghta ,DOlt o'wned, by E. L." Co~., and woUl,d 
cOnt~iOt with th~ ~18t1ng rigbt$ of prOtestant,: : 'and , 
't!r9t1l~ ~br_aten' tit) prove. detriJj1eDt~t~:,~h. ~"'l;~,\111",,2., 
tere8t8~ , 'l'ha~ the undorgrouncl wa~er8 Pare '1neutfioi/ilnt: 
to satiaty; all '~.cthe , ,existing water, right.: aIld the, ' 
waters" whicb appUcant eeeb to apprOpJo!a~e~' and that 
there 18 ,1nliub"tanc~ and.'effect. ~p~~~~pri:.ted; " 
watfwe j.n the FOpo$ed :~dergrouild 8.our,ce.~i' ,supply." 

The 1'!IQttel:' of • .lict.ion on' thia appl1oat~on, ,18 ,~,,~eton 1Ih:J;. ,oUice. 

'BR;IEF JtiSTORY OF APPLrCATIONS~:: ", " ' 
'APPRQPRIATE. UND~(JR()mm' WATER IN. FI~R, LAKE' 

VALun ' 
, From JJ~ptemb¢' 24. 1949 to July 11.19.50,~Onier l()6,~~ppll~ 

cat!onsto approp,t"~ate ,'ulld!W~und, ~teJ" 1n'.P'~,~ ,'talt~' Y$l1e,Y' were' 
tiled "inth:Ls . ~;ft1ce:i'", ; :I'he aIIl~~t_oi' ,14~,d ,w:'~pqse!i,'~py b,/il ,:~g~ted 
\U1~er, thaa,e " ~ppUcat;loruf IlPproxillltd;e4 30. oqo,;acI"98~.aDcl:,~ei~O~t.. ' 

, oi"wai;er. ip,l'j)fJOl!ea to,~edi VElrted ran 1# the~,4tu!1E1.<>.t '()() ~: cu~i.,~" , 
teet' per::~e~Jld.,:"blC~VQW!d ,bit el!uiv~~n~I" tO~'~O~~900' ,acr~teet 
or l'?"I9,OO,OOO Slll.l,O'ilIl,ot, water'<m.:Lly ~~, t~e bIl$18+ofa:~duty 
of' s.,acl'e"leet,~l'-:a,cre:, th~ 3,Q.Oop acr~",would need;l:59.()OO" 
acre":,feet, of water "p~r ,season. .' ", ',' ,,'i' ' 

, ",' , - . , '. .. .' " " ' .. '. , . , 

, '" 'Thagi-eater pprt10ll r.f th(l .l$%ld COVQre<1 :bythese,appl1ca" 
tiona 18 gove1"nll!ent,4!Uld. and cQni,Jequeptly UlQit of;the',:appl1cant& 
also,f1.led: h!>rnestea,d' ~d:desert l~d appllQ$tton8~tli th~ Blp"eau 

,or Lan~ Man,Elgt;l1ient. ' 
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SUBSEQUENT STUDIES 

. We are well familiar with the occurence otground water 
in our many ground water basins scatt.ered throughout the State. 
We realize that the amount of ground water.available tor diver
sion is dependent upon the area otwatershed ot the valleys: 
on 'the amount of precipitation talling thereon; and on the 
geological structure of such watershed. The amount of water 
that can be pumped trom any particular well depends on the 
characteristics of the water-bearing formations penetrated 
by the well. 

In granting permits to appropriate underground water 
the State Engineer must act in accordance with the laws per
taining to the appropriation ot such water (Stats. 1939. Chap. 
178 as amended). especially Section 10 thereot which provides 
in part: . 

"--------he shall determine it there isunapprO
priated water in the area affected and shall issue 
permits only if such determination is atfirmative. ____ ~tt 

Fortunately the State of Nevada has had. since 1945. a 
cooperative program with the United States Geological Survey. 

• 
Ground-Water Division. for the purpose of determining the safe 
yield of ground water in the valleys throu.!:hout the State. 
Accordingly. we called upon the United States Geological Survey 
to make such a study of the ground water conditions in Fish Lake 
Valley. Esme~alda County. which was completed in the early part 
of this year. The results of this study has been published as 
Water Resources Bulletin No. 11. entitled "Preliminary Report on 
Ground-Water in Fish Lake Valley. Nevada and California". by 
T. E. Eakin. 

Briefly the report states that under present conditions 
15

1
000 to 20.000 acre-feet ot water per year can be Withdrawn by 

we ls in addition to the amount pumped in 1949. . 

The State Engineer. in acting on the applications to 
appropriate water. must necessarily limit the amount of diver
sions to 15.000 to 20,000 acre-feet of water annually. 

Another tactor deemed necessary to consider was the 
quality of land. Much afthe land on which water was to be 
placed under the applications Was vi.sibly poor. The quality of 
the bottom lands could only be determined by a study conducted 
by soil experts. The Bureau ot Land Management. in their studies 
to deter~1ne whether or not the parcels of land applied for were 
suitable tor irrigation and crop production. had to, as one of 
their principal considerations. study the soil conditions. 
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Through a cooperative program with the University of 
Nevada, Agricultural Experiment Station~ a reconnaissance land 
classification atudywas made. Howard G. Mason, Agricultural 
Economist of the Experiment Station, who conducted the survey, 
was accompanied by soil experts of the Bureau of Land V~age
mente 'The results of thie survey is set forth in the above 
mentioned Water Resources Bulletin No. 11. ~.r. ~1ason found 
only 5,000 acres of Class I lands, outside of private ownership. 

iiater Resources Bulletin r~o. 11 is appended hereto and 
made a part of this ruling. 

ACTION BY BUREAU OF LAND 1"1ANAGEMENT 

On September 25, 1950 the Bureau of Land Management, 
through the Nevada Land and Survey Office, issued,its decision 
on homestead and desert land applications filed in Fish Lake 
Valley. Their decision applied to 107 applications for land 
entry. or this number 89 applications were rejected in their 
entirety. 18 applications were approved, covering some 2,960 
acres of land. On a baSis of a duty of 5 acre-feet per acre, 
this number of acres could utilize about 15,000 acre-feet of 
water which approaches the eafs yield as determined by the 
United States Geological Survey. 

STATEMENT 'OF<'POLICY 

<The development of ground water involves u~ny costlY ex
penses, such as the drilling of a good well, properly cased, and 
the installation ota deep well turbine pump and motive power. 
The lack of electricity in .the valley will necessitate the in
stallation of dieae,l or gasoline power units. The raw desert, 
land must be cleared and leveled, ditches must be constructed 
and the property fenced. In addition, there are many other major 
expenses such as bUildings, farm eqUipment, etc. 

To make a success of such an enterprise, the prime natural 
requisites are good soil and asufflcient water supply. Without 
good soil the project is not likely to S\1coeedin any event. ,The. 
history of such undertakings, and there are many to draw conclusions 
!'rom, is that with all factors favorable the undertaking is still 
a marginal one. 

In acting on the many applications betore us it will be 
our policy to grant permits to applicants who have been granted 
their land -!lpplicatlons by the Bureau of Land. D-1anagement, .and 
to deny the;:applications to appropriate water on lands which 
have been rejected by the Bureau of Land Man6gement. 

EXISTING RIGHTS 

We are ~ognizant of the rights to appropriate ground water 
by Protestant E. L. Cord. Any additional permits granted will 
be subject to existing rights. 
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RULING 

Under the r'uling of the Bureau of Land Management dated 
September 25, 1950, Applioant George Frank Woodall and Anna May 
Woodall were granted Desert Land Entry 0322, covering 200 acres 
within the S; NE~ Section 21 and sA m1t and NE~ SW~ Section 22, 
T. 2 5., R. 35 E. 

. Being of the opinion that there iii unappropriated water 
in the area covered by Application No. 13103 and that the dive.-s1on 
thereof would not be detrimental to Protestants interests, the 
protest of E. L. Cord is herewith overruled and a permit will be 
granted under Application No. 13103 in the amount of 3.3 c.t.s. 
with the understanding that the duty of water per acre of land 
irrigated is not to exceed 5 acre-feet yearly. 

Respeotfully submitted, 

~ 
State Engineer 

March 30, 1951. 


