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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 36541 
FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE WATER OF AN 
UNDERGROUND SOURCE FROM THE SPANISH 
SPRINGS VALLEY GROUND WATER BASIN, 
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA. 
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'Application 36541 was filed in the Office of the State Engineer on 
January 25, 1979, to appropriate water from an underground source for 
irrigation and domestic purposes in Spanish Springs Valley, Washoe 
County. Nevada. 

::.-

, Water Resources Reconna i ssance Series Report "43. "Wa ter (Resources 
Appra i sal 'of the Wa rm .Spri ngs - lemmon;' V'EH 1 ey IA'rea, Washoe County. 
Nevada", 1967, by F. Eugene Rush and Patrick A. Glancy; and Water 
Resources Reconnaissance Series Report 57, "A Brief Water Resources 
Appraisal of the Truckee River Basin. Western Nevada". 1973, by A. S. 
Vandehberg',. R. D.' Lamke- and J. L·. Hughes~' were 'prepared 'cooperat,iveTy by 
the:'Nevada ,Department lof Conserv'ation' a'rid: Nat'urali Resources, lDivi-s:ih~IT' of 
Water Resources,: and' 'the U. S. Department of the Interi'or, GeM:oa; ca 1 
Survey. :rhese reports 'are avai':l'able ;!n the Office of the State Eng1neer. 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

Application 36541 was filed on January 25, 1979, by Ralph M. Tucker 
for permission to appropriate 3.0 c.f.s. of water from an underground 
source for:·; rri'gat-i'on and domes ti>c purpose's. . The wAa~ter -i's~ propose'd to 
be di·verted!from its source at a point within the SW-'4 SW-'4 of Section 6, 
T. 20 N., R. 21 E., M.D.B.&M. The place of use is described as Lots 2, 
3,4,5 and 6, of Section 6, T. 20 N., R. 21 E., M.D.B.&M. 1I 

I I . , 

Separate protests to the granting of this application were filed by 
L. David Ki1ey~ Trustee, and Richard T. Donovan on June 5, 1979,:and 
June 1. 1979. respectively. The basis of the protests is that Spanish 
Spri ngs Va 11 ey i's\, overappropri ated and. a'ddi tionifl ... · approph ati on will 
impair the value of existing water rights. 2/ 
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The estimated annual recharge to the Spanish Springs Valley is 
approximately 600 acre-feet per year. ]V r . , ) ,', 'fl;-:-
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Existing water rights of record from an underground source in·the 
Spanish Springs Valley Ground Water Basin total 6416 acre-feet annually, 
of which 2358 acre-feet are certificcate.d and 4058 acre-feet are permitted 
rights. llj 

V , . 
• The proposed point of diversion under Application 36541 is within 

tile area of the Spanish Springs Valley Ground Water Basin as designated 
by the State Engineer under the .prqvis;ons of NRS 534. ~ 
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Pre'vious a:p_~li'~ations f~r<;.~.~t~)r~i:~hts within trye Spanish'Springs. 
Ground"Water Basln! have been d~·QJ,ed-biY'~'b.~e State Eng,1neer. The followlng 
aWlic'':;ions ilave been denied: .':,27428,.27429, 27430, 27431, 27432, 
27433, 27434, 27484, 28154, 28J~55,,28156, 28157, 28158, 28159, 28500, 
30985, 31322, 31220,.· 31221, 3'lS53,\l2A43, 32555, 33391, 34982 and 35213. 6/ '~-;? - - - , . 
- _!1c:''¥!it7 
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, The State 
matter of this 

~ngineer has' jurf~a1ct;on of the 'parties and subject 
action. 1J 

The State Engineer ;s p;bn~b_i-tE:!d;' b~\ .1aw--from granti.ng 
where: (: .. _~ J., 'M. -~,' t; .. 

a permit 

A, 

B, 

c. 

There is no unaRprbpri,~~'ed" wat~,r ~'t..fhe proposed source, or 
, , 

1he proposed use .conflicts with ex;~,ting rights, or 
, 

The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public 
welfare. §! 

, I II 

If ApD 1 i cat; on 36541 ,i 5 granted. add; ti ana 1 wi thdrawa 1 and consumpti on 
of would from 'the undergro'und pes~,rvoir:w6uld take place. This additional 

. wjthdrawal and consumption for'.ilr~rg_ation1~would remove water from the 
unde,~,~tound reservoir which .wou~:q~"'t b~ replaced, resu~tj~g in ?epletiorJ~ 
ot ~t~~gro.~:n~, water reserVOl r, ·'?r. .. ~ou,ld be ~~p~ aced. by lnfllt~atl ng , 
surf,~.s.~::.~\i2)ter that would otherwls',e serve eXlstlng nghts. , ThlS woul-a, 
th~r.e~.o!;,e:', ~.·conflict with exist·;n'g rights and threaten to 'prove detrimental 
to. ~t::Py,611zi:~ wel fare. 
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Application 36541 is herewith denied on the grounds that the 
appropriation of the water applied for would tend to impair the value of 
existing fights and be detrimental to the public interest and welfare 
within the Spanish Springs Ground Water Basin. ~ 

PGM/GB/br 

Dated this 6th day of 

July 1983, 

1 

Re 

PETER G, MORROS 
State Engineer 
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FOOTNOTES 

Public records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

Public records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

Water Resources Reconnai5sance Series Report 43. page 23. 

Public records in the Office of the state Engineer. 

State Engineer's Order 533, dated March 10\ 1975. 

Public records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

NRS 534.110, subsections 3 'and 6, and NRS 534.020. 
- " 

NRS 533.370, subsection 3. 
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