IN THE MATTGER OF APFLIGATION NO. 12102
IN NAME OF ALBERT ROMEQ TO APPROPRIATE
WATERS OF ROMEO BASIN FOR STOCKWATERING
PURPOSES,

RULING

L TR

Application No, 12102 wasa filed November 19;:19&7 by Albert
Romeo to appropriate 0,25 c.f,s. of the waters of Roméo Basin for A
stockwatering purposesa, The proposed point of diveraion and place
of use is within the SW% Wi Seetion 5, T, 17 N., R, 64 E.. MaDoBo&M,

On February lh, 1948 a provest against the grenting of a
permit under thig application was filed by the Nevada Stake; Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, The baals of the protest was |
that the water applied for was f{rom a gravel pit located on the
property of protestantg and the use as applied for by Mr, Romeo woﬁld A
seriously interfere with their farming operations, |

| on Jun? 25; 1948 a field investigation was made by Assistant

.

State Engineeér, Kugh A, Shaﬁbergar. Prasent were the applicant and o
Ivan Call; the then Stake President, |

The source of water appliéd for 1s from a gravel pit dug in
about 1938 to furnish gravel for highway construction. The pit .
was originally sbout 15 feet deep;llso feet long and 50 feet wide and -
had gbout 1 foot of water in the bottom. In the £all of 1947 the |
Church purchaged ;hé property on whiah:tbavpit is locatad,from the
County and deepenéd the pit by aEOut 12-£bat in February of 1948,
According to protasbants; it is‘their purpose to develop sixty

or seventy acfas of 1lsnd and to pump water from the pit for irriga- 7
tion of same, The work is to be dons by volunteer Chureh help and .
the money derived from the sale of the crops is to go into the |
Church welfare fund, - In Merch l9h8; 160 acres was fenced by volunteer




help and'aubsequently a ¢entrifug§1 pusip wag installed,

- 1t was agreed at tﬁé'time of the investigation to delay
action pénding a_possiﬁle agreement between the parties. Since it
appears that no ngreement éan be reachad; this rullng is igsued,

The land surrounding thefchurch property and on which the
sowcalled Romeo Basin (Gravel Pit) is located is public domaln and
as such is under the Jﬁriadiction of the Bureau of land Management.,
Apparently; when Mr. Romeo filed Application Ho, 12102 he was of the

.gpinionAthat the pit was located on public domein, It is the cone-

tenticn of protestant that if Mr, Romeo was gronted a permit under -
Application No, 12102 and the Church granted him an easement to enter
their property, that the range use on the public domain ocutside their

property would be detrimental to other permittees under the Bureau of

Land Management, Should a permit be granted the applicant would have

to obtain a right of way across the Church property to the gravel pit,
The applicant is the owner of land and water rights within two miles
of the proposed point of diversion under said application, Since the

“land surrounding the proposed point of diversion ia to be farmed, it

is_the opinion of this office that any such stockwater use by applicant
would seriously interfere with such operstions and would certainly be
dotrimental to the interests of the Church.

It 45 therefore the ruling of the State Engineer that the

aaid protest be sustained and that,ﬁpplica;ion No., 12102 be denied

on the grounds that the granting of same would be detrimental to

public interests.:

¢

Respectfully submitted,

Dated July 11, 1949,




