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IN THE MATTlSR OF APf'LIGATION NO. 12102 ) 
IN NAME Ql\' ALBl':RT ROMEO TO APPROPRIATE: 
WA'l'gHS OF 1l0J.mO l:1ASIN FOR STOCK'lJATERING : 
ru~~~. ) 

RULING 

Application No. 12102 was filed November 19, 1947 by Albert 

Romeo to appropriate 0.25 c.f.s. of the waters of Romeo Basin for 

stockwatoring purposes. The proposed point of diversion and place 
, . . 

of use is within the swi; NW~ Section $, T. 17 fl., R. 64 E:., M.D. B.&M. 

On February 14. 1948 a protest against the granting ot a 

permit under this application was tiled by the Nevada Stake, Church 

ot Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. The basis of the protest was 

that the water ll"Pplied for was i':r'om a gravel pit located on the 

property ot proteetants and the use as applied for by Mr. Romeo 'WOuld 

seriously interfere with their tarming operations. 

On· June ..as, 1948 a £ield investigaUon was made by Assistant 

State Engineer, Hugh A. Shamberger. Present were the applicant. and 

Ivan Call, the then Stake President.. 

The source ot wat.er applied for is from a gravel pit dug in 

about 1938 t.o furnish gravel. for highway construction. The pit 

was originally about 15 feet deep. 150 teet long and 50 feet wid. and 

bad about. 1 toot of water in the bottom. In the fall otl947 the 

Church purchased the property on whiCiht'l)e pit is locat,W from t.he 

. Count.y and deepened theplt by ab.out 12 teet in Febl'111U'7 ot 1948. 

According to protestants, it is their purpose to develop sixty 

or seventy aores ot land and topump.wster from the pit for irriga­

tion of same. The work is to be done by volunteer Church help and 

the money derived from the sale of the crops is to go into the 

Church welfare fUnd. . In March 1948, 160 acres waa fenced by volunteer 
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help and sUbsaqu~nt11 a centritu~l pump was installed. 

It was agreed at tnetime of the investigation to delay 

action pending a possible agreement between the parties. Since it 

appears that no agreement can be reached. t.hi$ ruling is issued. 

The land surrounding t.he Church property and on which the 

so-called Romeo Basin (Gravel Pit) is located is public domain and 

as such bunder the jurisdiction otthe Bureau of Ui.nd Management. 

Apparently, tlhen t·ir. Romeo riled Application No. 12102. he was of the 

. opinion that the pit was located on public domain. It is the con­

tention of protestant that it Mr. Romeo was grnnted a permit under 

Application No. 12102 and the Church granted him an easement to enter 

their property,_ that the range use on'the public domain outside their 

property would be detrimental to other permittees under the Bureau of 

Land Management. Should a permit be granted the applicant would have 

to obtain a right ot way across the Ohurch property to the gravel pit. 

The applicant is the owner ot land and water rights within two miles 

ot the proposed point of diversion under said application. Since the 

. land surrounding the proposed point ot diversion is to be farmed. it. 

is the opinion of this office that any such stockwater use by applicant 

VJould seriously interfere with such operations and would certainly be 

detrimental -to the interests of the Church. 

It is therefore the ruling of the State Engineer that the 

said protest besust.ained and that App11cation ~o. 12102 be denied 

on the grounds that the granting oreante \,lould be detrimental to 

public interests., , 
nespectfully SUbmitted, 

,~ ~ State Engineer 

Dated July 11, 1949. 


