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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 45142 ) 
ANO 45143 TO APPROPRIATE GROUNDWATER ) 
IN WARM SPRINGS VALLEY, WASHOE COUNTY,) 
NEVADA. ) 

GENERAL 

RULING 

Water Resources Bulletin No. 42, entitled, "Evaluation of the Water 
Resources of Lemmon Valley, Washoe County, Nevada. Witn Emphasis on . 
Effects of Ground' Water Development ,to 1971, n by -James" R .. HarrHl, was 
prepared cooperatively by the United States Geological Survey and the 
Nevada State Department of Conservation and Natural Resources in 1973. 

_" ','1 1~, ' , . ) " - .' . '. \ ,';- ," " ~ 

Additi'onal reports 'prepared by the -above.;meJit;oned agenCies include: 

U.S.G.S. Open File Report 80-1123, entitled, "Geophysical Reconnaissance 
of Lemmon Valley, Washoe County, Nevada," by Donald H. Schaefer and 
Douglas K: M~rer (19~l). '" '"'''' 

Water Resources - Reconnaissance Series Report 43, "Water-Resources 
Appraisal of the Warm<Springs'-"l:emrilori Valley Area, Wa's'ho'e ·County, Neva'CIa,n 
by F. Eugene Rush and Patrick A, Glancy (1967). 

These 
Engineer: 

reports are available for'review in the'Qfffce of the 'State 
I. ! '. . ;'" . \ " 

. r . f ' 

FINDINGS OF FACT , , ,n. 

"., 

I .' . 
App 1 kati ons 45142 and '4514·3 . were fil ed" December 1'7';· 1'981;' ;by the 

Reno-Sparks 'India'li Go 1 ony Tri ba 1 Council ·~t6 ;each . appropri ate' L'O c. f ~·s .. 
'of gr.ound'·wa,ter for ·qua.s'f'-muni.<::'ipaT ,purpos~s:"""The 'propoS"e'd poi"irfs' :of 
,diversion are' wit hi Ii ·the'IS'E.la NEJi Sec·tliali: 18~ T:·.21 N'.\ \oR}'l:20 E. ~ ari'd the 
pr.oposed:·placelof use is withi:n rthe SJ.S, Section "13, T':: 2'T N:, R. 19 ·E. 

Protests to the granting of the subject applications were timely 
fil ed by For"es t L. Fox (45142, 45143) and Robert T. Will i amson and 
James Machabee' ·(45143). . .' , . : ''',': .. 

(, . " ' . 
i These pr.otests prayed tha·t the applfcations 'be den;'ed on the following 

grounds: 

1. Historic decline of water levels in the vicinity. 

2. The--cl'ose prox;mi:ty of ,the proposed' points·fof di-versibn to the 
Lemmon Va Hey H:ydr.ograpM~C'·Basi nt ... 

" , 
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3. 
between 

Li mited and ; ncamp 1 ete knowl edge of the i nterre lat; cnshi ps 
the lemmon and Warm Springs Hydrographic Basins. 

I I 

By an Order dated Jul~ 14, 1971, the State Engineer designated and 
described the Lemmon Valley Ground Water Bas;n under the provisions of 
NRS 534. 

By an Order dated January 
and described the Warm Springs 
provisions of NRS 534. 1/ 

18,1977, the 
Valley Ground 

,', , ' , '""",-,,, ' 

An"" " 

State 
Water 

Engineer designated 
Basin under the 

;,t ... Co- '~. 

A hearing was held bef~;~e the State Engineer, after proper notice, 
on October 8, 1982. in Reno;- Ne-'vada in the matter of Applications 45142 
and 45143. y This hear1:ng w,!~s~tinued tP. and subsequently reconvened 
on June 8, 1983. Y " ",' . 

Testimony by protestan{ Fo-x,;,;~.{otthe. form of a prepared statement 
entered into evidence by pl7-ote5tan:f'M~cJiabee. alleges that with 1.) the 
history of declining static watel'-leve:'l~'\..in t/1e eastern portion of 
LelTlllon Valley, and 2.) a limited and incomp,Tete knowledge of any intera
ction between the two bas;ris.~ .app-oH;cant could,.1 not-'ass'ert that the pumpage 
of ground water in Hungry ValleY..b~o~uld not a.d.ver..sely 'aft:ect: ~/ater levels 
or water quality in the eastern portion of lemmon Valley. 4/ 

Testimony in behalf of the applicant'. Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 
Tribal Council, stated the intent of th-e-;applican't was to proceed with 
the housing development il1 two phas~s, _pf .. ~~homes each. for a total of 
164 single family dwellings .. THe s~bJje,.~t~.Rli!licati6ns were effectively 
amended to reflect 164 units as the ulti'ma~te_ -build out of the project. 
§! , 

Expert testimony on behalf of the applicant asserted that the two 
ground water basins are separated by a bedrock formation at depth. and 
indicated the dividing line has about the same orientation as the topo
graphic divide. The expert witness testified that, in his opinion, 
based upon the existing $1ata, and bi(s own personal reconnaissance of the 
area, there is no significant exchange of ground water between lemmon 
and Hungry Valleys. §! 

• 
The expert witness further t.est.ified that the Hungry Valley Sub 

Basin ;s physically isolated fotom:;-a:ny- major ground water development in 
the central portion of the w.a'~-::·$'pri,ngs Hydrographic Basin, and that t.he 
p~o~abi1ity of any effecr:o~,'.~lls'-t;n·g -r;gtl~s in Warm Springs ~alley is 
mlnlmal. The expert testlmon~~lso estab'llshed that there eXlsts no 
other ground water deve,lopmeTitiYn practically the entire Hungry Valley 
Sub Basin. lJ 
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The expert witness testified that, in his opinion. avera,ge annual 
ground water recharge figures 'in published repO,rts were conservative for 
Warm Springs Valley, that they were computed based upon conditions that 
do not take into account extensive pumpage in the cent:r:'al 'part of the 
valley and its effect on rates of recharge and di:schar'ge induced by the 
withdrawals. §! 

IV 

Subsequent to the hearin9 of October 8, 1982, Applications 46538 
and 46539 to change the points of diversion described under Applications 
45142 and 45143 were filed on January 14, 1983. The new points of 
diversion are approximately 15,000 feet northeast of the topographic 
divide between Lemmon and Hungry Valleys and are "lith;n the NE~ NW!;; 
Section 4, T. 21 N., R. 21 E., M.D.B.&M. Applications 46538 and 46539 
became ready for action On Aprjl 9, 1983. No protests were filed against 
these applications to change. 9/ 

v 
The hearing was reconvened before the State Engineer on June 8. 

1983. after pr'oper notice had been served. 10/ 

Expert testimony on behalf of applicant asserted the calculated 
effects of pumping the propose:9 wells at the new locations under Applica
tions 46538 and 46539 would ·be. close to zero at the topo9raphic boundary 
between Lemmon and Hungry Val'leys. III 

Expert testimony on behalf of protestants took issue with the 
estimated value of the variables used in applicant's calculations, and 
concluded the effect on , ground water levels near the topographic divide 
would 1 ikely be greater than "zero", although no specific figures were 
provided. 1Y 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. ll! 

II 

The State Enginee,r shall approve all applications made in proper 
form which: 
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1. Contemplates the application of water to a beneficial use, or 
where 

2. the proposed use or change does not tend to impair the value 
of existing rights, or 

3. to be otherwise detrimental to the public welfare. 111 

I I I 

Applicant, Reno-Sparks Indian Colony, is attempting to ffilnlffilze any 
possible effects of pumpage on grp.und water levels in the vicinity of 
eastern Lemmon Valley by moving th~e\p,roposed points of diversion 15,000 
feet to the northeast, away frgw the hydrologic boundary between Lemman 
Valley and Hungry yalley. 

IV 

The State Engineer is fully aware that calculations made by applicant's 
expert witness on the effects :of pumping the proposed well are estimates, 
based on very limited data, an~<recognizes the need for careful monitoring 
of any ground water developll,1lri:t. "in tne: 'Hungry Valley Sub Basin . 

RULING 

The protests to the granting of ApR'lieations 45142 and 45143 are 
herewith overruled on the groun'9s that the granting. in conjunction with 
the, granting of Applications,:,.t6Change 46538 and 46539, with conditions, 
will no,1;. tend to impair the value of existing rights. Permits will be 
issued under Applications 45M2 and 45143 simultaneously with permits 
under Applications 46538 and 46539 upon receipt of statutory permit 
fees. The permits will be issued subject to the following conditions: 

• 
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1. That three piezometers be installed at locations 
agreed upon by the State Engineer, and 

2. 

PGM/TG/br 

Cancellation or withdrawal of Permits 46538 and 46539 will 
not result under any circumstances in the reversion of waters 
to abrogated Permits 45142 and 45143. but will result in a 
reversion of the waters to the source. 

Respectfully submitted. 

G~~ 
PETER G, MORROS 
State Engineer 

Oated this 15th day of 

July 1983. 

.-
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FOOTNOTES 

Public Records of the Office of the State Engineer. 

Transcript of Hearing. dated October 8, 1982 ;s a public record 
available for examination in the Office of the State Engineer. 

Transcript of Hearing, dated June 8, 1983 ;s a public record available 
for examination in the Office of the Sta te Eng i"neer. 

Transcript of Hearing, dated October 8, 1982, pages 11 thru 13. 

Transcript of Hearing. dated October 8, 1982, pages 24 and 25. 

Transcript of Hearing, date.d Qctober 8, 1982, pages 33 thru 35. 

Transcript of Hearing, dated,October 8, 19'82, pages 37 and 38. 

Transcript of Hearing, dated October 8, 1982, pages 42 and 43. 

9. Public records in the Office. of the State Engineer. 

10. Transcript of Hearing. dated Ju.ne 8, 
for "examination in -the Off:i:ee of the 

11. 

12. 

Transcript 

Transcript 

of 

of 

13. NRS 533.370. 

14. NRS 533.370. 

" 

~: J 

Hearing. 

Hearing. 

. , 

d~{~d June 
-,' . 

d~t~ June 

"'I } 

8, 

8, 

" , 

1983, ;s a public record available 
State Engineer. 

1983, pages 8 thru 10. 

1983, pages 23 thru 26. 
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