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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 426Bl) 
TO APPROPRIATE UNDERGROUND WATER ) 
IN LEMMON VALLEY, WASHOE COUNTY, ) 
NEVADA ) 

INTRODUC,ION, 

RULING 

In 1973, Water Resources Bulletin No. 42, Evaluation of the Water 
Resources .of ; Lerrmon, Valle _, Washoe"Count Nev,ada, .. with<"",Em hasis on,­
Effects of ,Ground Water Developmentbto 1971. y J~mes"~' ·Harrill wa's. 
prepared coop,erat; v;e ly by., 1;tH~. Neva.da .. ,Dep,artl1)ent of Cons'ervati o,n ancl 
Naturall Resources. Di-v;sion of ,Water Rese.t.irfe~,;.,tbe:UnHed States .... 
Department of the Interior,,,Geologkal SLirv,eys, WashQe~,County;' and,,~the 
City of Reno. This r,eport is available from .the .offke of. the, State 
Engineer. . 

FINDINGS OF FACT : ' 

, ~'~. ' - i '1 ), I . 

Application 42681 was filed by Mineral Mountains Mines, Inc., on 
October 17. 1980, to appropriate D.ll.c.f.s. of underground water for 
dust abatement and domestic purposes ... The point of ·diversion is within 
the SE\;NEI; of Section 1'1, ,T.20N., ,R.19E., M"D.B. & M., and th~.place of 
use is·wHhin"·portions.of.the E~ SEl:i of Section 11, T.20N., R.19E. .• 
M.D.B. & M. Jj, 

A protest to the.granting of this application was filed by Golden 
Va 11ey Homeowners Ass·oci ati on on ';pril 17. 1981. . The grounds of. thi s 
protest· are as follows: 

, 
Golden Valley is part of a designated water basin·,with criti.cal 

ground water conditions. Leonard 6:-ow indicates.that the annu·a1 yield 
of ·approximate ly 400 ac-ft. fyr. from·a ver,y 1 i.mj,ted, rech(!r.g.e are~ i ~ 
already exceeded by residential users with resulti.ng declines in the 
ground water table of from 5 to l"S·feet average. Application 42681 
reques ts a hi gh-yi e 1 d (greater than 15, 000 ga 1 f day) we 11 in. the recha.rge 
area to. produce 17 ac-·ft. fyr. (approximately' 8 to 9 times. the use of a 
single residence). 

II 

On July 14, 1971, the State E.ngineer. pursuant to authority granted 
to him'by Ghapter 534, of Nevada Revi"sed Statutes, declared Lemmon Valley 
to be a des.ignated basin. 

, 
. .subsequent to July 14. 1971, .the:State Engineer,has denied a 

multitude of applications .. to appropriate.the pub1i.c waters of the State 
of Nevada where such applications had .. their proposed points of diversion 
within the. Lelll1lon·Val)ey" ground water basin. 
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NRS 533.370(4) reads as follows: 

"Where there is no unapprQpriated water in the proposed 
source of supply, or where ils proposed use or change 
conflicts with existing rights, or threatens to prove 
detrimental to the public interest, the State Engineer 
shall reject the application and refuse to issue the 
permit asked for." 

The mu ltitude of pri or ru 1 i ngs derWi ng app 1; ca t ions with pri orit; es 
earl i er than that of Appl; cat; on· 42681-'. by. the State Engi neer have decl ared 
there to be no unappropriated waiftr, withi ir the Lemmon· Vall ey. ground 
water bas; n. Consequently, based ·lip:911:~.tl)e precedent of prj or rul i.ngs, 
the State Engineer ; s prohi bi ted by .law' from grant,; ng ·Appl; cati on 42681. 
The reason bei.ng quite simple·, thereFex'ists ·no unappropriated water. y 

11,1' 

It is estimated that the perennial yield of the Lemmon Valley 
ground water reservoir ;s 1,300 acre-feet per year. Allowing for 
additional recharge from imported water, an augmented yield estimate is 
1 ,600 acre-feet per year. ]j . 

IV 

Beneficial use has been shown for ·a tota-l of 2.079 acre-feet per 
year of underground water within Lemmon Valley and 1,050 acre-feet per 
year are per·mitted water rights. -;-otal water rights exceed 3,100 
acre-feet per year. 1/ . 

V 

An estimated 2.665 acre-feet of ground water was pumped in Lemmon 
Valley in 1980 with 2,0·28 acre-feet ·pumped from.the East Lemmon Subarea 
and·637 acre-feet pumped from the Silver lake-Subarea. 5/ In '971, an 
estimated 920 acre-feet of ground w,ar~r: was pumped from Lemmon Valley_ y 

VI 

Approximately 4,800.1ot? haVe been formed by/subdivision and parceling 
in Lerrunon Valley. Res;dence~ hay'e,.Jbe·b.n established on approximately 
2,600 of these lotS·'eaving ·over:2.:&jq.lots undeveloped. ?J 

,;)V ii:l~ 
" :.il.,l. 

Static water levels have I.?tee~';;l~ea's'ured since 1971 in a monitor well 
net of over 30 ,wells in lerrunon ·Valjej. Declining static water levels 
have occurred in Golden' val1ey~t~~i\~astern ~.i'~·e df.th~ playa in East 
lemmon Valley, and west of Bla.ck~~Y'1ngs. R1Sl:ng stat,c water levels 
have been shown to ·ifte· south arfa~.rt' of, the· p 1"aya ; n Eas t lerrunon Va 11 ey 
in areas recharged b.y'" effluent.~,f~~ sew.age treatment plants and septic 
systems. 8/ . 
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V III 

Recognizing the critical nature of the ground water resource develop­
ment, the State Engineer has initiated and 'pursued a policy of strict 
regulation of water rights in the des.ignated -Lemmon Valley Basin. 

Extensions of time for proving beneficial use have not been granted 
since 1971. . 

Since 1969. 53 applications to appropriate ground water"have been 
denied. V 

Meters have been required on wei·Hs with water rights. , 
A notice. Order 388, was iS5ued'''Q,n May 18.1971. declaring a moratorium 

on the issuance of permits to appropr.iate underground water in Lemon 
Valley. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

CONCLUSIONS . '" ..... 
The State Engineer has juri-sdiction of.the.parties 
and the.subje~t matter .Of this actiqn. lQ/ 

.The State Engineer is prohfbited by law from granting 
a permi t . where: 

A. There is no·unapproprjated water at.the 
proposed source. or " 

B." T.~·e pr'oposed 'u~~ .. ~~-m~ats with existi.ng 
rl ghts. or . ../,:1 

, . , c'" 
.c.. ,:,' .Th~· propose~·'.4se" t~re·a.""!;$:ns to prove detrimental 

to' the, pub II c ~we l'.fa.lf;'e\~~·; 11/ 
, ' .. -

Ex i st i ng· w~ater }i g~t~s ~t~l1 :gl6~uhd'. wa ter .j n lemmon. Va 11 ey 
exceed the estlmated' p~~,r:.etfma1 Yleld and. the estlmated 
a.ugmented perenn; a 1 .yi'e ld .. ~TIor .. the . lemmon Vall ey' ground 
water reservo'ir. Ben'ef~£;]a1 use has been.shown for 
water rights in exce~,s":9·f.~'t.he estimated perennial yield 
in both' the' East'lerronbn"'a,nd Silver lake subareas of 
lemmon Valley. 

In 1980, pumpage from,the.gro ... u·~d.,water reservoir in.the Lemmon 
Valley Bi;lsin excee'ded the esti'rria,t~~~~a~ugmented yield. 

'}~:, " .... c, . 

To grant additional water r.ights under the subject application 
would a'dverselY affect existing rights and threaten to prove detrimental 
to the public welfare'. . 



- roO" . . -
~ " 

I 
I 

I I 
I 
:1 

Ruling 
Page 4 

4, The'potential exists for additional development and 
pumpage from the Lerrmon Valley ground water reservoir. 
Rapid ur!,.~mization of t,he area indicates;pumpage will 
continue::,'1;0 increase. 

To grant additional water rights from the Lel)1mon Valley g~ound 
water reservoir under the subject application -would over commit this 
limited natural resource, conflict with existing rights, and threaten to 
prove detrimental to the public welfare. 

5. Water levels ,in monitor we11s have shown declines 
in parts of Lemmon Valley. Golden Valley is one of 
the parts of Lerrmo~'Y~~Yi:where ground water levels 
have declined.' "":'~,1t~t> -,. ' 

, : '~:'_':'t~:""'" • 
_ '. J~ • • 

To appropriate more ground ,W.p.l~·f":.(tOr· d'evelo:pment would tend to 
acce 1 era te water 1 eve 1 dec 1 i nes ,.a-,nd"?f!.fite,r,eby confl; ct wi th ex; s ti ng 
rights and threaten to prove detrjrnep;\,Ei'l to.the public welfare. 

. ,-- 'fi'. .:-' ': 
'-~ 

" i 'R9~'I NG .. 
, ,,' ~;':'Il","'" 

... • ."" ",_:>, .. , 

Application 4268) is de:ni,e'd -on;.t.he .. g·rounds that the granting of 
water rights- for additignal ath·.'e"dp~~·nF.f:rQm.the designa'ted Lenunon 
Vall ey 'ground water bas iJl·~IO[Jo/.d~ co'rtfJl; G~e,with ex; stfng r; ghts and be 

, "\'¥" . . 
detrimental to the publ ic i nt:e;res~t.' -B',nd .weJ fare ; n. thi s area where 
appropr;a~i'0n:s and pump_a~ge eX't;~Erdl'.~t;,~·e·: e;t~mates, of perennial yield. 

,- ,,i. -.~ ... ~ . 

PGM/GB/gk 

Da ted th i s _",2",8t",h,-_ day 

of ____ "'J U",L",y,.., ,,-c-c 
;'~ " 

. . R;:peCtfUll~ed' 
r::----;/ ". , 
~.:rJ<::;:.-:; . ' yv..~ 

, Peter G~'Morros 
''1:~~tiaite' E.i1'g; neer 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Public records located within the office of the State Engineer. 

2. Pu b 1 i c records , ocated with,; n the off; ce of the Sta te Eng; neer. 

3. Water Resources Bulletin No. 42, pp. 2, 77 and 78. 

4. Public records located within the office of the State Engineer. 

5. Estimates made by the office of the State Engineer. 

6. Estimates made by the office Df~the State Engineer. 

7. Estimates made; n the off.ice 'o"'f· the State Engineer partly from 
data received from the Regi,on'al 'Planning Commission, Reno, Sparks, 
and Washoe County and th'e'office.of th'e Washoe County Engineer and 
including the Lemmon Valley Comprehensive Plan. Phase I -
Invento'ry and Analysis by the-'R,eg;onal .Planni,ng Commission, Reno, 
Sparks, and Washoe County. ' 

/'\¢,-~ . 
8. Hydrographs of the monit~,r'well measurements are public records 

loca'ted within the office:',of the State Engineer. " .. "' .. ' 

9. Public records located within the office of the St,ate Engineer. See 
denied Applications: 22201, 22202, 22203, 26173, 26190, 26194, 

. .,.. ".' ... 
26211, 26405, 26406, 27422; "2B589, 28590, 29502, 29503, 30088, 
30089, 30090, 30091, 30092,JiY093, 30094, 30356, 30357, 30535, 
30536, 30608, 30777, 30778, 30807, ~0808, 30809, 30810, 31006, 
31007, 31340, 32312, 32825, 33 .. 620, 36387, 36398, 36399, 36904, 
3B305, 38472, 38473, 38474, '3B475 , 40964, 40965. >; . 

10. NRS 533.025 and 533.030, S~b~~<tion 1 . 
.... 

11. NRS 533.370, Subsection 4. , 
'-.-,' 
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