IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 42681)
TO APPROPRIATE UNDERGROUND WATER )
IN LEMMON VALLEY, WASHOE COUNTY, )
NEVADA -

RULING
-_1.q9_f€>_

INTRODUCTION,

In 1973, Water Resources Bulletin No. 42, Evaluation of the Water
Resources .of ;Lemmon, Valley, Washoe.County, Nevada,.with<Emphasis on. .
Effects of Ground Water Developmentito 1971, by James R.-Harrill was.
prepared cooperatively by .the.Nevada.Department of Conservation and
Natural) Resources, Division of Water Resources;.the:United States o
Department. of .the Interior,. Geo]og1ca] Surveys, Washoe:County; andithe

City of Reno. ' This report is ava11ab]e from the .office of.the. State
Engineer. .

FINDINGS QF FACT-

P, [ '!']'_ I--_
'

Application 42681 was filed by Mineral Mountains Mines, Inc., on
October 17, 1980, to appropriate 0.11 c.f.s. of underground water for
dust abatement and. domestic purposes...The point of diversion is within
the SE% NE% of Section 11, .T.20N., R.19E., M:D.B. & M.y and .the.place of
use is‘within-portions: of the E% SEP of Section 11, T.20N., R.T9E.,
M.D.B. & M. 1/ - L s . -

A protest to the.granting of .this application was filed by Golden
Valley Homeowners Association on April 1? 1981. .The grounds of .this
protest are as follows:- '

Golden va11ey 1s,pant of a-designated water basin.with critical
. ground water conditions. Leonard Crow indicates .that the annual yield
of "approximately 400 ac-ft./yr. from-a very limited recharge area is
aiready exceeded by residential users with resulting declines in the
~ground water table of from 5 to 15 feet average. App11cat1on 42681
requests a high-yield (greater than 15,000 gal/day) well in.the recharge
area to produce 17 ac-ft./yr. (appr0x1mate1y 8 to 9 times.the use of a
single residence).

I1

On July 14, 1971, the State Engineer, pursuant to authority granted
to him:by. Chapter 534, of Nevada Rev1sed Statutes, declared Lemmon Valley
to be a des1gnated basin,

.« Subsequent -to Ju]y 14, 1971, .the State Engineer:has denied a
multitude of applications.to appropriate.the public waters of .the State
of Nevada where such applications had.their proposed points of diversion
within the.Lemmon Valley ground water basin.
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NRS 533.370{4) reads as follows:

"Where there is no unappropr1ated water in the proposed
source of supply, or where its proposed use or change
conflicts with existing rights, or threatens to prove
detrimental to the public interest, the State Engineer
shall reject the application and refuse to issue the
permit asked for."

The multitude of prior rulings denying applications with priorities
earlier than that of Application 42681:by.the State Engineer have declared
there to be no unappropriated water. within the Lemmon Val]ey ground
water basin. Consequently, based” up@ﬁ the precedent of prior rulings,
the State Engineer is prohibited by law from granting Application 42681,
The reason being.quite simple,. there ex1sts no unappropriated water. 2/

IIJ &

It is estimated.that the perennial yield of the Lemmon Valley
ground water reservoir is 1,300 acre-feet per year. Allowing for
additional recharge from 1mported water an augmented yield estimate is
1 600 acre- feet per year. 3/ - _

v

Beneficial use has been shown for a total of 2,079 acre-feet per
year of underground water within Lemmon Valley and 1,050 acre-feet per
year are permitted water r1ghts Total water rights exceed 3,100
acre-feet per year. &/

v

An estimated 2,665 acre-feet of ground water was pumped in Lemmon
Valley in 1980 with 2,028 acre-feet pumped from.the East Lemmon Subarea
and.637 acre-feet pumped from the $ilver Lake “Subarea. 5/ In 1971, an
estimated 920 acre-feet:of ground wateér was pumped from Lemmon Valley. 6/

VI

Approximately 4,800 1ots have been formed by" subd1v1s1on and parceling
in Lemmon Valley. Res1dences haveibeen established on appr0x1mate1y

2,600 of these lots 1eav1ng over '2; SEU 1ots undeve]oped ?/

.1t

- :34

Stat1c water levels have geen measured $ince 1971 in a monitor well
net of over 30 wells in Lemmon Val ey Declining static water levels
have ‘occurred in Golden Va?]eyﬁvﬁheheastern side of .the playa in East
Lemmon Valley, and west of Blagk; Spggngs R1s1ng static water levels
have been shown to. the south ardmmest of. the'playa in East Lemmon Valley
in areas recharged by" effluent*ﬁﬁgm sewage treatment plants and sept1c
systems, 8/
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VIII

Recognizing the critical nature of the ground water resource develop-
ment, the State Engineer has initiated and pursued a policy of strict
reguiation of water rights in the designated Lemmon Va11ey Basin.

Extens1ons of t1me for proving. benef1c1a1 use have not been granted
since ]9?1 .

Since ]969 53 applications. to appropr1ate ground water have been
den1ed 9/

Meters have been required on weﬁﬁs'witﬁ water rights.

A notice, Order 388, was issuedon May 18, 1971, declaring a moratorium
on.the. 1ssuance of perm1ts to appropr1ate underground water in Lemmon
Va]]ey

1. The State Engineer has juriSdiéfjdd'of,the.parties
and . the.subject matter of . this action. 10/

2. .The State Engineer 1s proh1b1ted by Taw from granting
a perm1t where ' _ _

A. There is no. unappropr1ated water at the
proposed source, or

_“:le.;The proposed use cenfﬂncts with existing
‘ r1ghts, or .

o oo
Y_Cgf'.The prop05ed use threatens to prove detr1menta]
* to the public: we1fawe.“ 11/ '

3. " Existing-water r1ghts fdg:ground water jn Lemmon Valley

exceed the estimated” pere nn1a1 yield and the estimated
augmented perennial yj “for.the.lLemmon Valley ground
water reservoir, Benef# _al use has been,shown for
water rights in excess*pfithe estimated-perennial yield
in both the East’ Lemmon“and S11ver Lake subareas of

Lemmon Valley.

In 1980, pumpage from. the. ground water reservoir in.the Lemmon
Valley Basin exceeded the est1ma ﬁggugmented yield.

To grant add1t1ona1 water r1ghts under the subject application
would adversely affect ex1st1ng r1ghts and.threaten to prove detrimental
to the public welfare. .
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4, The potential exists for additional development and
pumpage from the Lemmon Valley ground water reservoir,

. Rapid urbanmization of the area indicates’ pumpage will

- continue-to increase:

To grant additional water rights from the Lemmon Valley ground
water reservoir under the subject application would over commit this o
, limited natural resource, conflict with existing rights, and threaten to oo
| prove detrimental to the public welfare. B

; 5. Water levels in menitor wells have shown declines
i in parts of Lemmon Valley. Golden Valley is one of

| the parts of Lemmon_Va]lgé?where ground water levels
! have declined. ' Mn

_"'5‘;4:' P o
o To appropriate more ground W, tefégor devé1cpment would tend to
B accelerate water level declines.: and“ﬁ ereby conflict with existing
| . rights and threaten to prove detr]menta] to.the public welfare.

.ﬁ'- g

'-h ' 12‘“= e : RUEING :

! _ | , : 1ﬁﬁ;?r ,
| App]1cat10n 4268] 15 denmed on. the grounds that .the granting of

water rights for add1t1ogg] deve]opment f?om the de51gnated Lemmon

3 Valley ground-water basin wodﬁﬂ confﬂ1ct’w1th ex1st1ng rights and be
detrimental to the public 1nterest and welfare in.this area where
appropr1at1ens and pumpage eXCeed ¢§e est1mates of perennial yield.
_ N Had s

wh,_ ' ' Respectfu1]y submitted,
!

' 4 te Eng1neer A ;;1%
PGM/GB/ gk :
Dated this . 28th _ day | ‘i

of JULY

.)_\'
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: 1. Public records located within the office of the State Engineer.
f|' 2. Public records located within the office of the State Engineer.
! - 3. Water Resources Bulletin No. 42, pp. 2, 77 and 78.
| 4. Public records located within the office of the State Engineer.
5. Estimates made by the office of the State Engineer.
u 6. Estimates made by the office of ;the State Engineer.
# 7. Estimates made in the dF?iceQD?wthe State Engineer partly from
| data received from the Reg1ona1 Planning Commission, Renc, Sparks,
and Washoe County and the office of the Washoe County Engineer and
including the Lemmon Valley Comprehensive Plan, Phase I -

Inventory and Ana1ys1s by . the Reg1ona1 Planning Commission, Reno,
Sparks, and Washoe Countylg -

’ 8. Hydrographs of the.mpnntqr wall measureménts are public records
. lTocated within the officewf .the State Engineer.

9. Public records Tocated within the office of the State Engineer. See
denied Applications: 22201, 22202, 22203, 26173, 26190, 26194,
26211, 26405, 26406, 274225 28589, 28590, 29502, 29503, 30088,
30089, 30090, 30091, 30092, 30093, 30094, 30356, 30357, 30535,

k 30536, 30608,'307?7, 30778, 30807, 30808, 30809, 30810, 31006,

| 31007, 31340, 32312, 32825, 33620, 36387, 36398, 36399, 36904,

38305, 38472, 38473, 384?4 ”38415 40964, 40965. ‘

10. NRS 533.025 and 533.030, Sub§ect1on 1.
171. NRS 533.370, Subsection- 4




