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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 41026 ) 
FILED BY ALPINE RANCHING CO. ON A ) 
GROUND WATER SOURCE IN GABBS VALLEY, ) 
MINERAL COUNTY, NEVADA ) 

INTRODUCTION 

I 

RULING 

Application- 41026 was filed by Alpine Ranching Co. to appropriate water 
from an underground water source as described under the findings of 
fact for stock watering purposes within the Gabbs Valley (10-122) in 
Mineral County, Nevada. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

Application 41026 was filed on April 7. 1980. in the name of Alpine 
Ranching Co. to appropriat~ 0.5 c.f.s,. of water from an underground 
source located within the NEloi SE~ Section 21, L14N .• R.35E., M.D.B.& M. 
for stock watering (2,000 cattle and 5,000 sheep) and domestic purposes, 
to be used within the E~ of, said Section 21. 

Notice of application was published in compliance with NRS 533.360. The 
deadline for the filing of protest to the granting of a permit, as pro
vided under NRS 533.365, was October 31, 1980. 

II 

,A protest to the granting of Application 41026 was timely filed with the 
State Engineer on October 7,1980, by the U.S. Government, Bureau of 
Land Management, on the following grounds: 

"U.S. Bureau of Land Management .needs water to guarantee water 
availability for all livestock grazing, both present and future. 
This water ;s located in the Bell Fla,t allotment and it is 
estimi;lted that 900 cows wi 11. use the allotments from December 
16 to March 15 each year." 

I I I 

Information on file in the State Engineer's office indicates that the 
source under this application is located within the Bell Flat grazing 
allotment and that applicant, Alpine Ranching Co., is licensed for 900 
cattle for the period March 1 to April 15 . 
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IV 

There are currently no claims of vested right or valid appropriative 
fights of record in the State En9ineer's office on the source described 
under Application 41026. 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject matter 
of this act"ion .. 

; ~\, 

- I:"'~.II , . . 
:rhe: State Engineer is Te~ui'red by statute to approve all applications 
made in proper form· wher~: 

a) All fees have beenp.aid ~ich contemplate the 
application gf ~a_:~i$~~_eficial use 

b) The proposed use do~~'s,_-:nG':~_:tend to impair the value 
of existing ri,ghts or t;o::~be otherwise detrimental 
to the PUblif:,we~fare:\ .:t~<,. 

, ,- '/" ... ~, .. 
:;:£-,,)·;'/»:y.,t;J..~c _ ,-:. '. ;-

The watering of livestoci: fs'~~~cl'a~;d by statute to be a beneficial use 
and the r;'ght to use water for fhat":iiP..Y:fPose may be acqu'j red in the same 
manner as the right to use W~T;~[..' f~:~~~ other beneficial use. 

IN· 

There is no evidence that SUbsrsth;:~-~'(.existing rights will be impaired 
or that the issuance of a pennit On.J;der"-8gp,lication 410.26 will be detri
mental to the public lnterest or orderlY/,:management of the public range. 

, ,;~,.,,~, " "N!~",. 
:' .,' .:,/" i'!:, ,* 

The State Engineer1s off;ce.;~;si.-der:~t;.~~, .. appropriation in ~he amount of 
20. gal1~ons per day per head~'t:,g-,?b'e. ~fJ.'~J!~'.J:n~ for the waterlng. of cattle 
and 4 gallons per day per he9-,d(-to 'b¢l:;s~ff,c,ent for the wa,tenng of sheep 
and. therefore~ considers a*.i.i!pproj:ll~",fa,t+on of 0..0934 c.f.s. of water to 
be' sufficient for the wateri"rJfi' of 2~"09:G,",read of cattle and 5,000 head of 
sheep. :"'~I':f ;',_ "'" "-,.~' 

,":,'¥:\~~:' ,:.:':". "i~·-: .. ' -. 
',~ ': "P ,dr.,VtI' ~~~:""~."

!·:~.iil~;,:i ,",-"'.; 
: .. ~~ ':" _,1_ 

has no 'f.,~:~~~-r:t.ty or' ~NYisdictio~ for the. granting of 
onto pub 1;u;:~~tr\{lnge for stock waten,ng purposes. 

, r'·t \ -' • 

'.~, 



Ruling' 
Page 3 

V II 

. '.; 
"'." 

Although infqrmat'ion on record in the office of the State Engineer indi
cates that the~B£ll Flat allotment currently allows for a usage by 
Alpine RanchiQ.g, Co. of 90b he'ad of cattle from March 1 to April 15, 
these allowances are subje.ct to future increase or decrease depending 
upon the cond·;.tion of'the:-range. Therefore. the granting of a permit 
for the watering of 2,000 head of cattle and 5,000 head of sheep would 
allow for future increases in grazing aum's within this allotment. In 
the event the grazing allowance ;s not increased within the period for 
beneficial use allowed permit. the certificate ultimately issued 
would be reduced to the " 'of cattle actually watel~ed at the source. 

The protest to the 
on the gr.ounds 
the ·;va 1 ue" of ex; st i , > ,. tt" 
welfan~. ~ Upon ' 
; s.s .. u:~,~~wh i ch wi 
2 i000· head of cattl 
with' the' s'pecifi c 
permi ftee-: thE;! ri "ht 

Dated thi s 23rd 

Janl!ary 

• 

WJN/BARfjs 

" ~,,.;,, 

. , cation 41026 is her'ewith overruled 
" a permit will not tend to impair 
'. otherwise detrimentlll to the public 
- permit fees, a permit will be 

c.f.s .• or sufficient to water 
", .of sheep. The permit will be issued 

issuance does not extend to the 
s onto the public range. 

Respectfully submi tted, 

'&J~"--r~ ~. 
William J .. Ne~n 
State Engi neer---


