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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 30710, ) 
31277, 31279, 31840, AND 35017 FILED ) 
TO APPROPRIATE WATER FROM AN UNDERGROUND ) 
SOURCE IN HU~IBOLDT COUNTY, NEVADA. ) 

INTRODUCTION 

RULING 

Applications 30710, 31277, 31279, 31840, and 35017 were filed to 
appropriate water from an underground source in the Winnemucca Segment. 
Humboldt County, Nevada. 

Water Resources Bulletin No. 32, Hydrologic Reconnaissance of the 
Humboldt River Bas;n, Nevada, by Thomas E. Eakin and Robert D. Lamke, 
was prepared cooperatively by the Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources and the U.S. Department of the Interior, Geological Survey. 
This report is available from the office of the State Engineer. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

Application 30710 was filed by Nevada First Corporation on October 1, 
1976. to appropriate 4.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and 
domes ti c purposes. The poi nt of di vers; on is withi n the SW~ NW~ of 
Section 29, T .36N., R.40E., fl.D.B. & M., and the place of USe is 290 
acres within portions of Sections 19, 20. 29, and 30, T.36N., R.40E., 
M.D.B. &. M. 

Application 31277 was filed by Roger Hockersmith on April 5, 1977, 
to appropriate 6.0 c. f.s. of underground water for irrigation and .domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW~ NE~ of Section 25. 
T.36N., R.39E., M.D.B. & M., and the place of use is 600 acres within 
the S~, NW~, and a portion of the NE~ of Section 25. T.36N., R.39E., 
M.D.B. & M. 

Application 31279 was filed by Roger Hockersmith on April 5, 1977. 
to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW~ NE~ of Section 23, 
T.36N., R.39E., M.D.B. & M., and the place of use is 640 acres within 
the,S~, NW~ and a portion of the NE~ of Section 23, T.36N., R.39E., 
M.D.B. & M. 

. 
Application 31840 was filed by W. H. Mitchell on May 26, 1977, to 

appropri ate 0.33 c. f . s. of underground wa ter for .i rrigati on purposes. 
The point of diversion is within the NW~ NW~ of Section 26. T.35N., 
R.36E., M.D.B. & M., and the place of use is 20 acres within the W~ NW~ 
NW~ of Section 26, T.35N., R.36E., M.D.B. & M. 

Application 35017 was filed by Don C. Neilson, J~., on February 21, 
1,978, to appropriate 1.0 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The paint of diversion is within the SE~ NE~ of 
Section 33, T.35N. ,"R.36E., M.D.B. & M., and the place of use is 40 
acres within the SE~ NE~ of Section 33, T.35N., R.36E., M.D.B. & M. l! 
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II 

By Order No. 534. da ted May 6. 1975, the Sta te Eng i neer des i gnated 
and described the Winnemucca Segment Ground Water Bas;n under the pro­
visions of NRS 534.030. ~ 

III 

Water Resources Bulletin No. 32 estimates the amount of water 
available for pumpage within the Winnemucca Segment Ground Water Basin 
to be 4.400 acre-feet per year. 

IV 
,~;~,-

,Ce,r't"; fi cates for undergt:'9.l:!na' ~th~rawa 1 s have been issued whi ch 
could be exercised to divert;~5\4~(!),,,acr.e-feet of water per year from the 
Wi nn'emucca Segment Ground Wa'ifP'·Ba~j.J,. Permi ts whi ch have been granted 
could be used .to deve~op an add,_~,~of)al 15,200 acre-feet per year. The 
total water nghts WhlCh have be-en granted exceed 40,000 acre-feet of 

• .lilo"" ·c water per year. 'l! - . ,.;,.. ',: 
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App 1 i cat ions for i rri ga·ti on. ~puiposes have been den; ed in the Wi nnemucca 
Segment Ground Water Basin~' 4{ .~.;.:: .. ~ 
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The State Engineer has juri's,di"ction of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. y \ 

II 

The State Engineer. is -'proh';bl~~d "_by, Jaw "from,~ granting a permit 
where: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

there is no unappropcta¥'g. ~a:te;..r ; n the proposed sql)rce. or 
.• " '~-, ... '.. ...... c , 

the proposed use' conf:l\:rS~\~'h' .e~.i,~ti ng ri ghts, or 
"'~" ~"''\ .''-', 

~~~f~~~~osV "se;t~'fa~:o,ye detr,imental to tQe public 
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III 

If Applications 30710, 31277, 31279, 31840, and 35017 are granted, 
additional withdrawal and consumption would remove water from the ground 
water reservoir which: 

A. would not be replaced resulting in depletion of the ground 
water reservoir, or 

B. would be replaced by infiltrating surface water that would 
otherwise remain ;n or return to the stream system. 

The additional withdrawal and consumption of underground water in 
excess of the natural recharge would, therefore, conflict with prior 
existing rights and threaten to prove detrimental to the public welfare. 

IV 

Existing certificated water.-.}'''tgnts exceed the estimated average 
annual recharge to the Winnemucfo'a. ?S,egment Ground Water Basin. The 
potential exists 'for -add'it;brt'a:l~~p\jinpage'und'er existing ground water 
permits which have not yet been fully developed. , . >.~ 
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The State Engi,neer' i s authofi'z~d and' qi-rected to des ignate preferred 
uses of water within the res·pect)ve area so'des~gnated by him such as 
the Winnemucca -,Segment GrO~I"],d w,atWrlB·a,s-;n. "lJ 7he consumptive use of 
ground wa ter to i rri gate ~~:ddtti o.na~: ,J~ah:d is not cons; dered to be a 
preferred use of the limited ground water resources of the Winnemucca 
Segment Ground Water Basin.: ~'- \,' .. 
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Applications 30710, 312Z7, }]~79, 31840, and 35017 are denied on 
the grounds that the appropriatjdn~ of underground wate'r for irrigation 
purposes, as applied for.,woUld

v 

c0nf-lict with and tend to impair the 
value of existing rights and" be defrimental to the public interest and 
welfare .. 
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R~spectfu'ly submitted, 

~~~ 
William J. NewVn" :--~ ,/" -

-' Sta t,e Eng; neer -=' ~, , 

Dated thi s _-,,2.o.8tIL day 

of ,_--,N"O",V",Ef""IB",E",R ____ , 1979. 
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FOOTNOTES 

Public records in the office of the State 

Public records in the office of the State 

Pub 1 i c records in the office of the State 

Public records in the offi ce of the State 
Applications; 

26024, 27405, 27406, 28018, 28143, 28354, 
28508, 28509, 28510, 28511 , 28!i12, 28513, 
28605, 28606, 28607, 28609, 28.6Jd, 28611, 
28615, 28616, 28694, 29001, 29071', 29550, 
30082, and 30996. 

NRS 533.025 and NRS 533.030, subsection 1. 

NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 

NRS 534.120, subsection 2. 
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Engineer. 

Engineer. 

Engineer. 

Engineer. See denied 

28355, 28360, 28507, 
28514, 28515, 28516, 
28612, 28613, 28614, 
29629, 29752, 29943, 


