
IN'THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 31100 ) 
FILED BY COLVIN CATTLE CO .• ON" ) , 
FEBRUARY'J);', 1977. T~APP.ROPRIATE ",~ ) 
WATER FROM 'LiTTLE MUD 'SPRINGS IN NYE ) 
COUNTY. NEVADA ' , " ' .. ) 
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Application 31100 was filed ~n February 14. 1977, by Colvin.Cattle 
Co .• for permission to appropriate 0, .. 10() 'c.f .s. of water from Little Mud 
Springs for stockwatering purposes. The point of diversion is located 
within t.~e NE 1/,4 SE . ,lit'.. Sec;HO!ll33. T.lOS., R. 46E., 'M. Dl'M.:- (Unstirveyed). 
The pl'ac'e of use is within ,the, same subdivision as "the point.! of ·'d'iversion. . , ,-<I ," ,:' ", '. " • , .' ., , 
The perion 01 use, is from Januar~. 1. to December 31. of, each year. '\ ' 
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. A timely protest. was filed on ,.,'1" , -",!>,~." .•• 

App+i~~tl~'?P 3n9? BY ~im Spi~.er 
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April 2B, 19].7, against the 
on_· the following grounds'; 
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. '''The area under question is now and has been a part of this ranch. 
rolls substantiate this fact. 

"The applicant has no basiC interea:t in th~ ,;Land, to the best.. of 
our knowledge, with the exception of a qualified Section 15 grazing 
lease. The applicant's property (base) '··is riot in Nye County, but in the 
Goldf ield area, approxima tely 75 miles away." 

The protestant asks that the application be denied. 

There are no existing,Fights of record for the appropriation of 
watet 'fi:"am Litije Mud Springs. 

In ".:1. let~er to the Division of Water Resources dated December 27, 
1978, the Nye County Assessor stated that their records show no indi
cation that the NE 1/4 SE 1/4 of Section 33, T.lOS., R.46E., M.D.M., the 
land within which Little Mud Springs is located, was ever·patent~d. 

In a letter dated December 13, 1978, the Las Vegas District Office 
of the Bureau of Land Management stated that Colvin Cattle Co., Inc., is 
the range user in the area of Little Mud Springs. 

On October 20, 1976, Mr. Spicer, protestant herein, made an appli
cation for a grazing lease, encompassing the following lands: T.lOS., 
Ranges 44,45, and 46E.; T.llS., Ranges 44,45, and 46E;' and the E 1/2 
of T.IlS., Range 47E.; all M.D.M. The Las Vegas District Office of the 
Bureau of Land Management in its decision on Mr. Spicer's application, 
stated that Mr. Spic~r's grazing lease application dated October 20, 
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1976, was unacceptable for the following reasons: 

"1. Township 11 South, Ranges 44 and 45 East' are wj,thin Death 
Valley National Monument and are not public lands subje~t to 
lease. (43 CFR 4125.1-1(c)(2)ii))." 

"2. The rest of the BFea request'ed is under 'gT?z:Lng Lease No. 
2705691, to L. C. ,Colvin. Federal regulation states that the 
Authorized Officer shall reject the application i,f the land 
applied for is under an existing lease. (43 CFR 4125.11 
(c) (2) (iv))." 

• RULING',' _ 
. ;;;.,':,-\,~,<{."~,~,,,,' 

The protest to APPlicat~~n~~i{ii~;oti~s:~~er-ruled. on the grounds that 
• , ,.f;:1. -,".' I.' 

there is unappropn.ated water ·'i_n:,..,t;:~lj,e: SOUTce; that the proposed appro-
priation will not be detrimenta~~:;.i:_p.L~~.:i,_sting rights; and that the proposed 
appropriation will not be det'F,imerita1, to the public interest. A permit 
wiJ.! be issued, subject to exist'fng :rights·, upon payment of the statutorily 
required permit fees, with the ~underst-anding that granting of a permit 
does not thereby grant right's of ingre$~: or egress/to' the public lands. 
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Da ted this __ 2"'n"'d"-___ day 

","~" ' _R~spectfullY sub~ttted, 

y~y~ 
'- - " ',William J. £iwinan" " ,-
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'State Enginee,r \ -__ .~-:--:--
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of __ -'F"E"'B"RU"A"R"Y'--_____ , 1979. " 
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