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IN THE MATTER ,OF: APPLICATION" 3i~24 ) 
TO APPROPRIATE WATER FROM AN UNDER-) 
GROUND SOURCE IN TRUCKEE MEADOWS ~ .. ) 

WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA ) 

R U LIN G 

. ,',,1 J"'. ;.; 
, , " , .. ~I r"., ..... , n~,., 

- . INTRODUCT'ION 
".~'.' 1 ;, 

(,:i" .:~ Appl i'C~tion.' 3i 8 2'4 1 wak"" f~l'ed,l tH" the" bfPH:::~n hr" the' Sta te 

Engineer to appropriate water fro~ an underground soJrce for 
quasi-municipal and domestic purpbses in Truckee Meadows, 
Washoe County, Nevada. 

"'~'.; ;"./~ .... I li' I:" •. """ of 1.;-· •. .:11'1:: .J::·,';';,·.'!:i~H.-· Irt 

" ',' . ,- I il ~ 1§ 7 j.>, w~ fe'i'~ R~s 0 u rc:es~'<~' R'e1:~Brin~'~ ~s'an~'e"" S'er1'e;s' R'~pb; t b ~ 7, 
"A Bj.l-e~:""w~te.f.nC:'-'Resources Appraisal of the Truckee River Basin, 

western N~~ad~:: ~~ A i ;l$.~ ~:;I! f':!!:~}U~f(ff~r.R .... H· ",f,~~~e.,,~p~ -!' ,.L'k ~gf!~t:;~ 
was preparedi'<! cOopera t~ vel y'~ by - the"'Neva(1a~ Depa rtm-knt" 0"£1 d3nserva t'~on' 
and Natural Resources, Division of water Resources and the U. S. 
Department ;o'fU't:ij~1 Iriteri6r', G·eb16~':.ih~:r sii~vey;' 'Tld's''''i~pbJ:.b· is'-

.' t, '." ~ - - '~'r --,"'. ", ". .... " available fr6~-the'O~fide 6f ~h~ state En~ineer. 

FINDINGS~bF FACT 

.:: .... :~ '.yp ll'fc! ,~. 'I~lil".,i ~j/'d b'''<~~i ';.::I~',·t':~I'r~!·' 

r •• ".~i()p .. -e/,' .;:.<:;·e L ,;-:c"r.~ I".~t I :~hts Ul .. -:,::!,J,"' ;','CJ~ .-, ·:t~ .. , 

. "-' ''-.Api/i~~atihh''·'~18i4 ~~~iiij~h' ob~:Mak '2'4~}197·7·ib~·IB'60-th!o·sti-eet 
rhti-E;stors" t6 . applfbpr'late i. o'"b~ f·: s'; ~ ,rhi-; th~/ waters of an under
ground source to be diverted wif;,l?:f.q NWJ.t NWlIt Section 14, T.19N., 
R,19E., M.D.B. & M., and to be used for quasi-municipal purposes 

for 1-!2 si,n'!.!~ f.?lI!~~y',,-:.p~r5m~~~s, :ift;9fea~~~!!. b~ilg~g¥'.,f.1f~I]l~ing 
pool and landscapin·g. 1/" ~., .~- ,'- . . . ,.-
p,.,'1/' ..... )!- ,f'tl <"l!'"~" 'T. ,~('R_." "; t ,.,": 'i' -J,I p,,' ,tt, ,. 

" ,.: 'i' , > ~ I. :. " .. ,"':" 

Application 31824 waS filed to appropriate water from an 
i'" " underground source in the Truckee-Meadows Ground Water Basin, 

Washoe County, Nevada. 2/ 
,. '1 -c. ,'::.' r • 1" -, - ,'it _F f " !>,' " L! ; .. ' 

" ' 
,. IiI' : t: :' ',; ~ .• ,;-' ' 

By an order dated March 1, 19,7-8, the State Engineer designated 
and described the Truckee Meadows Ground Water Basin as.a ground 
water basin coming under the provisions of NRS 534. ~I 

IV 

It is estimated that the pot~~tial annual recharge to the 
ground water basin from precipitation is ~7,000 acre-feet. The 
estimated annual sub-surface inflow of ground water is less than 
500 a~¥e-fe~t:; '4/" J Th~' s~'fe "p~~~}jAla1 ~leial" of"''the Tiabke~ Meadb~'§· 
cf86nd Water Basin is considerably less than 27,00 acre-feet 
and has been estimated to be in the order of 12,000 acre-feet. 
Any cgnsu~~~l~e'~i~hd~~~~i ih ~»~~~s~g}:lfh~'n~~6r~1~~~bh~r~e~£]}1 
either deQlete the ground water reservoir or cause additional 

'I <,'.(1:(1 .t"-()(,-.~ n' r" .... '~'II~ '"111<-1 >1(1"'" .,. 
surfa~e wat~r!to ~~~col~~e iritb th~ ~tbdnd w~ter·r~sefvdir. With-
drawals in excess of the safe perennial yield,will adversely ~, 

, ,]'/1<:.' ~.~ .'J':<; ,-; !:." .!; .... 7'<!,.":~<; ...... ,')::I~;·~ _' t,', , 
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affect the resource' a.!J?~ _existing ri.Q'~ts. 
~ " 

I , 
" .~ 

:j .. -',;"; . <~ 

., ';' ~:.:,;.~;f',:-, V 

Existing cert.~I/q_a-?;ed and perm'i"'tt.t~~d .gro~:nd water rights 
in the Truckee ,Mea,rjor:;s Ground Water~ Basin' for; municipal, wild:": 
1 i fe, commere ia'] ,:' i t:lf"i ga tion and, 'dtiie.r p'h.z..pos'es now ".exceed· es ti
mates of safe. pere9ifj.;f!1 yield and_,.patural :re~c:':harge~~' 2/ 
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" . o' _ ••. ' VI-~"~-' - . ~_ ,-" . 
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cIf!.ation 
.' < 

divert 
hel·a by 

and 's-toc;k watering purposes. 

commercial,' re-

s.hould subsequent 
or surface water righ~s~ 

withdrawals be 

T-·h~'. Stat'(~ Engineer ;'ma"O"'11en 
.. gr?;~q:~J'-~);¢,~~e! -for any, pur,pose 
as' _a. '~:~te.r' -dl:strict or a mUnH"Pj',"",. 

!i:,o,a,tic'ns 'to ap'propriate 
by An entity ~uch , . 

tly.engaged in fur-
nishing wat,er. 8/ 

- . ;'4 ,~\;'~ -

-'-Th'~L" "Sierra paci.!:ic Power pr~~~n~ly engaged in f~r-
nis~ing water to the 

-, / 

. ~ . 

,', '~', 

at'"1.O:n'-3l824. 2,,/ .;. 

, 
unappropria t-,ed' wa ter' a't;: :t?le source". -or·

.~; 

use 

use 

,.,." .. 
... 

'- i 

conflicts with exist.ing f,zights, or ~~~ ,;;') 
,: __ ,' , 'I . ':1,' " ",{ ..:.:>~"" "',i 

t hrea t e,n~.-; to(rp'p.~.~e ~_ f1 r·t·r i'~en-ta II to.;t.hii:· f...k.~i~;r;:C-'-:,~' . 
~ ,." ~' .. ' , .;,_~'~,'.:~::~"'t~" 

-':-1':~ -'-.. t,<",·, 
_;i·/ 
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. '_.' .", 

Existing wate; r.ig:hts .fo;' grou.nd water in the Truckee Meadows 
Grpund Water Basin exee'ed' the an_nua] "r:echarg,e from precipitation :and 

:'<unde.r;[low. To' grant rights that' co'n~s,_u'me<,#AFiitional water in this 
des ig'na ted ba sin for purposes descr'ib;ed ·d,n- 'Appl lea ti-on ·J18 24, 
,a,nd on propert;v serv'ed by Sierra pac):iis :po,wer Company 'water, would 

- adversely affect existing rights and thre,~_ten to pr'ov .. e detrimental 
to the public wel£.a>re. 

RULING 

Application 31.824 is herewith denied on the grounds tha-t the '. n 
·a,ppropriation of addi"tional water for the purpo.ses describ€!d in" ... ,.,,:.~-
the designated area wpuLd tend to impair the value of existing 

.' ) fi~h(s .. ;.ard prove detrimen,tal ,pu.blle welfare. 

" ...... '" ~., .. ""': 
""-,.~. 

RDW/VRH/jv 

Da ted this 5th 

. of Septe.mber 
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of "the i-tabie' Engi.neer . 
. -~ 

the office of. _~~he St;a\~~e_! Engine;er. 
.. h' -,' '; 

the office. 'of~'_ f"he s~f~t:~ Engin._~ . .er. 
" .~ 

Pub] ic recor'ds .. i.n 

~- ~""" 

534.11 0\ su~b'sections 
. ~ '1 ,,_ .... "" ' 

-" ~ NRS 534 :'ll0j.! \sul}section 
• . 1"'.., 'k -

PubLi;:',...reco'rds'- in the 
-~ ....... ,. 

NRS 

El?gineer. 

NRS 533.025 ,~.C)U on;: 1 : 

ll~ NR~ 533.370, 
j _:'; " -, _i.' 
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