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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION ) 
NUMllERS '3'6670, itj'671, 30'672," :) 
366'7'7~" 30678,"307"'6'6"," and '307'67,)~ 
FIiiED TOI iPPROPRIATE 'THE WATERS)' 

" " .' " 

" 
. . ,. • _ . .J. 

OF'~N -UNDERGROiniD)'~sdtJ':RCE':IN - ~)~ 
MIDDLE REESE'VALLEY, LANDER ) 
COUNTY, NEvADA ) 
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'INTRODUCTION 
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Appl,~t?a.~.io!1. 3 O,6l.p" 3·9-~!?;t" 3·9·~7.~, 30!~?7, 3.06}8·rr, .~')'7~~,. ~nc;1,., ... ",. 
3 07~7.':~_e!~ ~ftlfl~i ;i.~' :~l{e: ,S~tg.J;·~·' ,?RQ,i,~f3~J: I/~ OffJ¢~':.~,~tW'E1~~. ~~p;~{~:er' 
16, - 1976" ·and' October· l'S', :1:976 'to app'ropri'ate undergrouhd wat:er 'for 
·irrig,a!tion. ~~fP-P~~~:-, i.!\.,~iq._~.t,~:\ '.~!~~~:S(~" vt~~~l~¥.:.! _.~a,~dt~rr:rS~~~~x~' ~~vada. 

In 196'3"~,"Water>R'esources - Reconnaissance Series Report 19 by 
E. G. rros,F}lw.ai t 7{., ~.~.~, p;t".r~~!.ep.\'20,?'p?r~t-fY~~y BY. ;th~f"o ,~~la1sl~?l peg~ftment 
of conserv;~!~o~ 'fIrid; ;~~:t!l;::~.I ~~~~0r¥r~C;:,!;!Sj"i-.9JV1~~"~P~ of WaEer Re~sou'rces 
and U. S. Department" of' 'Inter~or,O Geol·~gl.cal- Survey,. 

"-\' ~.,-.~.~ "'~1:-.<. 'FINoING'S}ldF-"FltCT .. ::l_,H':' -
__ ',i :"':1 :'", <:(,'",";: ro ,},'1"':~~',,~.<' ~ur I .• ·'":1:,,,':1 
,. ,;' ~',V~"'T l:)~~ "1;_ ,;f I~ '1~:: {]r::'.)":u \';"_''';: ' ..... ,. . {;':". 

Applib'ati:ohl.'31i61ib 'WA:se.lfil'ed '6'';''l. S-e'p't-EJnb:er~' 11-;·J..ti91i6~ b'~ Al tamira 
Farms to approl'r.iate S,.~4 c.f.s., of the waters of an. undergrounfl, 
SOU~.9~~t.~b{~:~~e~:\l:Set:(J fC?k? iJ.ri~a;'d.'bh.~~p.£f 99lnt~'~~tJ.p~'6p~~:2'5Al. (~:~ctr~~l -i¥t . (', 
poi-ti:<>'p!>~o'fJ~~~~ s~~1>~~: 's~l:!J9!\ ';3'1'; '. T ."2'€fl~ , -: g:~2E:;1 an'~·{th~:J'E~- Sec;:tion 
"4~. :r!~i5.~ .'1mR.!'4'2E·. ,~. M~'D~ B,~r,,&, M':' "'The' pr~poskd:.lYJ6'int·l~ff ._div:~rs:;ori " 
is lo,9~t,.ed wi th;in .:t.~e $E\i NE~ .(~9J~,_. 5). Sepltio.n~_ 4~,.~ T,!,~,5N,. ~.",R·. ~;?-E;. ,;:10 M.D .• Bj.~ &~'M~!ea i.;: -, -I. ':-, • d" ., .... _ .r. ". i. :, i .. ~f""~'<~·~ ",!,OO ,.1 •• _ 

.;:';:,',> J-',' of. l; ~ .. ~ _ •.•. (,1,.-
.,::~~~,.-,., "I 

i'~"Ap"p'iir-ation 30671 was filed on Sen~ember 17, 19,76, bV,A1tamira 
F.~:d[fg 'tter :5;'41:'6. £¥;'·[;J.l;'-"iroIh ~h1 unaer·grob)1dJ.:~our·c~·> tir b~J.~s~tt\l.l'foi:-'-"" 

(!, <i'E.iigation 'aha:: dometVic:"'on 276. 6~:atg'res 1 'in th~-: SW~, E~ NW!:i, and SWJa: 

N':l!:t :S'e.ytio:r:" '~-1' '" 1llS~,~ \' "'~'; $. ~~. "n MioR.!. ~. :;,,If,'l ti· \ (,1.!].,f .P;':?!>R.~~~~" point of 
dl.vers'ion l.'5 ..... - ocat'ea"wl.thl.n the SE~ NW!:t Sectl.on 9, T.2SN., R.42E., 

M.D.B~:~~.r,;..t·",~·,_~:~C_:"Vl." ! '" -~'l,.: ·,,:/·,~"t·,!.,,,,: .·ebr'..Iet~'.~ 
.',"; 'i .. Appl-ibationf:'30ffj-;Z;2':tw'a's f~iled,('or{"s~pt~~r 17, 1976, by Al tamira 
Farms" for ~. ~ 7 .f..: f. s_., :!=E9m .. an un~~rgr9~n9-~. sO~Ec~, tg be \l§e.d for""",,_,~, 
irrigation'1· b'f 219~ 4 acres~' 'in ~reibh's,;·,o.f thi't.E~ S~'¢tiBB.e 1'2~~: i5N:";~' 
R. 42E., M.'iY!'B."\sttM::(:;lTheV'prbPo~ed point of diversion is located within 
the SW~ NE~ Section 12, T.25N., ~.42E., M.D.B. & M .. 

, 1vf-' '-"':: i"'-;! ':~:' .,! '. ~;, .. ··.;,'.':,!C"'~~'!'" .',!r'"LI~' .. 
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the SW~ SW~, T.25N., R.42E., M.D.B. & M. The proposed point of 
diyersion of Application 30766 is within the SW:I:{ NE~ Section 8, T.2SN., 
R.,,~,2E., M.D.B. & M. The;_proposed point of diversion· 0'£ Applicatiot:L _ 
30767 is within the SWl:!:,SE~ Section B, T.2SN., R.42E., M.D.B. & M • . Y· 

II 

Protests were filed against the above applications within the 
statutory time period and request that the applications be denied. 

Applications 30670,.,30671, 30672, 30677, and 30678 were protested 
on January 4, 1977 by Ellison Ranching Co., on the grounds that: 

"1. Area. i~. an area designated by the State Engineer as one of 
w.a'te,v concern. , 

2. ,'Sta,te Engineer's office has advised Protestant that its 
~welJ,.,~ in +1t-he area are down five feet. 

3. Pro'tes,·t-ant has' had .to -redUce the capacity of its pumps 
9r~g.inally ir;Sitidled to compensate for the reduced 
rejuyenatioJ'J:' capacity of -the ground water aquifer. 

. \.'-x ••.. "'. *~ . 

4, •. 'Ins~ffr.tcient wa.~.et.,.,,:tt0Imj.g.t_ ,~};l,¢li tiona1 demands." 

_. I '. On January 10, 1977, Arthur Aten protested Applications 30670, 
~ '·I,.:f.~'" \39:677 anfl JQ678 l 'and M€p~v±n;.~,. Adams protested 30671,and 30672 . 
. ;; •. , Mr ..... Aten and tMrs. Adams protested on the grounds that: 

"1. Area is an area design.ated by the S.tate Engineer as .one 

• 

2. 

of wa ter concern. . 

State 
wells 

Engineer's office qas advised protestant 
in the area are' d0wn. ,£-i ve feet. 

.~. ; ~'>~x'· 
3. Insufficient water to' .m:~·e·t<; C'!-.dditiona1 demands." 

, '-,.-, 

that its 

Applications 30766 and 3076·7:'.fo/.~re· protested on February 17, 
,'~~.77, by Aten's Farming on the-'9l;;ounds 'th?lt: 

"1. The State Engineer ·b.a·s':- already sbated that the water table 
has dropped five fe~,!?~: ' ." 

2. We feel that the area has been 'over aloted. 

3. All of the alated w.e'lls have neVer been pumped at one time 
as of yet. We feel, t~at· a ten year study should be made 
at full product).o'n'_,b.e,fo:r:e any new permits are allowed. ". ~/ 

A field investigation was m~de ,by, ,representatives of the State 
Engineer's office on April 15, 1977.· y' , 

III 

Application Numbers 30670, 30671, 30672, 30677, 30678, 30766, 
and 30767 were filed to appropriate water from an underground source 
within the Middle Reese Valley Ground Water Basin, Lander County, 

,'-'-

, 
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as designated 
5, 1964. Y 
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and described by 

'0, IV 

-. 

Application Nurnbers: l 306-70, 30671, 30"6.7-2, 30677, 30678, 30766, 
and. 30767. were fiied to a-pprop~iate water '~'roin '.an undergrol.lnd source. 

-The land to be irrigated-under these applications has existing-under-
ground -:wa-ter rights, but with limited diversion rates. !I " 

'. V 

The estimated perennial "y:i,eld of the 
water basin is 14,000 acr.e-f;.e"e;·t- per: year. 

~ ~ 

;,:.'/ ~ 
,'. ", ~ VI 

M·iddle Reese Valley ground 
V 

Certificates of appropriation have. been issued within the 
Middle Reese Va I le'Y. ground water basin in the amount of 51,463.92 
acre-feet per year and permits have bee,n :'g:r;anted within the basin 
which allow for the diversion of an addit:fonal 5,1131' acre-feet per 
year. There are,' therefore, a total of 56,594.92 acre,.:;feet of water' 
currently appropriated from the ground water basin. §/ 

VII 

~.:, 
.. ", ,:~ 

Should., Applications ,3067.0,) ,'),P_6}l, 30672, 30677, 30678, -30766, 
an.d 30'767 be granted and ·subse'qu·e_:rft:;-.peyelopment of groundwater under: __ .- : ~,_~.'~, __ .' 

, .. ,.-., -these permits detrimentally affect, ,prio;;r: groundw_ater rights, the ~ ",} : . 
. State Engineer is requ.;p.r~d by law,,-tR.;¢,rd~r withdrawals restricted to ,,~.~, .",'" 

conform to priority rrghts. ~ONC~:~:~~S .t, .•. ~~ 

l. 
s,ubject 

The State Engin~e:r ha!~';l;j:~:risdictio'n 
mattei- of this· '~l.cti0n~;la~C-;;. 

,-,,~, .. 
of the parties and th~ 

2. The State 'Engln@~~~~,1p~:,;~~J~:4'p,~,ted by law from granting- a 
p,ermit where:: ~ .. '~ '" .,~> ~~~~, c, ','; "' 

A. 

B. The pr.Qpose.d us;...con'flicts 'with existing rights, or -';"-
~; t'J ' 'c-,"1 _,,; ' .... " .. 

The ')p~6:Iiicifseq ~'se ~tlhr\ea(tens, "ti6 prove detrimental to' the':: - '<:.f 

~pubric_ we~rfa~r·~"'!. _oJY} < t 

, 3. Existing wate'r rights for the -Middle Reese Valley Ground 
'Wa-ter B~s'iri~. __ 'exF"'e.ed" thE;!-·\e.slt-in).at.e"d,'p,o .. tent'ial recharge from precipi ta_ti~n. 
The potenti~al ex'·:Us·tS; for~.tadditio"nal· pumpage under existing ground 
water rights which have not yet been devedoped. To grant a.ddit~onal 
water rights for irrigation from this limited ground wat,e-r resource . 
woul4 advers~ly af:fect eXisting rights ana threaten to "prove _det,rimental 
to t.he publ.ic ,¥",~_,l-fal;"~e;.~,~ '" ' 

<., . "'; • .to- :-:-',. -:, .':_. . '.. 
4. ·T.he :;S;ta,te"'f~E'li.gd:-n-eer is authorized 

':~"{:~ .. ':" ."., ... A '''"' •• 
pregerred uses-· of ,wa'~ .. er ,~~th.l.n designated 

" 

. ... -
cind directe<l.-to ci~{s·.:j.,gnate 
ground water' .:u:::eas" s_qQh as.:. 
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'$I'.~ 'I· . :"~".'" 
~..:.>; ::' Middle Reese Valley. 
:-:*4!i ~ .~~ 'Water for irrigation 
'i .• , limited ground water 

lQ/ The consumptive use of additional ground 
is not considered to be a pref'erred use of the 
resources of the Middle Reese Valley Ground 

. :1 Water Basin. 
I , 

:l, 
'I 
il 
!I 
" 

" ' 

• 
i , 

If:', I 
• ~j : 

RULING 

Application Numbers 30670, 30671, 30.672, 30677, 30678, 30766, 
and 30767 are herewith denied on the grounds that the appropriation 
of underground water for irrigation as applied for would tend to 
impair the value of .existing:rights and would be detrimental to the 
public interest and weifare. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~;Z;:;;5 
" 

State E!lgineer 

',':: 

Dated this ____ ~2~2~n~d~_____ day 

of June 1978.'," 

,':. 

., ", 

.. 
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FOOTNOTES 

Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

Public Records in the Office of the State. Engineer. 

Public RecorQ.s in the Office of the State Engineer. 

Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

Water Resources Reconnaissanqe Series Re-port 19, O. 16. 

public Records in the Office of the State Engineer, 

NRS 534.110, subsections 3< a'np. 6. 
, ' 

NRS 533.025 and 533.030, SUt.J.!;H~ct,ion 1 . 
• 

NRS 533.370 subsection 4~~ ." ". . ~. 

NRS 534.120, subsect..ion- 2. 
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