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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 31274,) 
31275 AND 31276 TO APPROPRIATE WATER) 
FROM UNDERGROUND SOURCES IN MIDDLE ) 
REESE RIVER VALLEY, LANDER COUNTY, ) 
NEVADA. ) 

:' r'f·· 

RULING 

',p 

, ,,<,.' 
"'j!, , 

'}INDI'NGS "OFjACT",: " ',<',," ,,5 "", , , 
; ,I' r ," " .. " 

".' " j' j~., 'I :,,'1),'. ,,',. 
• ~., ('r • ~ (' -

,', . 
, i , 

'" /' ,:, ~. h 1 . 

, 

II' 

'hmei~ .irrit~s£:~' ;tar&a~h ::bf:tH~ : tlire~';a ~pfi'cati-Sh's' we~~ ti led 
on JGrie'.22. ~.9ij i'hi'tRe ,nMrie\"!of~B~n'khe~i:i 'Fa~s:"j:These 'protests' 

'l J'" c' ',' ' • ;.' l ,,' , seek: denial of the applications on the grounds that; "1. The 
State Engineer had already stated ,that the water table has dropped, 
five feet. 2. We feel that the 'area has already been over-allotted. 
3. I ,·MY1 r'"nec!~Hf:e~). m,x ,~~ n 7. ~~i S~ ~al?..dr.~RR:4. 15 ~'he~:~!~);' ,Fe~r.uary 
~p~ .~,n'it~Q~r ~'fo~t ~,~\;~~rll :j.,1· Wa~er:, P~T;'!ll~~, haye.,l)eVer .~~.en,: 
lS$~e?,.?-~,thJ~p~f.fi~)· . '. ('.-" . or, ~";:,Ir: t" 

• ' " I . , 'Ill v,,· 
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~", ,', .. 
Applications 31274, 31275 

by the State Engineer's Office 

.. ~'~i",\'.Id' ·t, .. ··.' and 31276 became ready for act16n 
on July 1, 1977. 

IV 
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',':, .. A f,iei~ 'i~y.es~i.g~ti'9.9 i,~tQ,Jh~jn~ft~~, 9f;R~Qt,~~~~a~Ap1-1i:E~~ti'ons 
~W?~'~· ~l2!.~, ~h.~ i ~}'27~ ~~: ,,~q~~ucteH,~9n ,M?~9aY!, 1~l!gu~t ,2~t'.1'~77 at 
1.t:Op:a.m .. by repre~.entat.IVe~ of :the State Eng1neer's Offlce: Results 
oT tHat field investigatfon are described under Fteld Investigation 
Report No. 642~ dated October 25. 1977. on file in the State Engineer's 
Office. Field Investigation Rep,ort<.No., 642 is hereby made a part 
of this Ruling by reference. '. ",' ,' .. 1 
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The Reno" offi ce of the. Bureau of Land Management confi nTIS that 
the proposed place of use 'under App 1 i cati ons 31274, 31275 and 31276 
is privately owned land wh.ich-was purchase~ from the BLM through a 
public land sale. and that no homestead e,ntry .has ever been filed 
on this acreage. No application to appro'pr";ate water has ever 
been fil ed ; n :·the' S.tate Eng; neer I 5 Off; ce • for" use' on thi 5 acrea.ge. 

VI 

The proposed poi nts Of,~dJ;!;vers i on under: ,these app 1; cat; cns are 
located with;·n t~e Middle Reese'River Bas·;n (Nevada Hydrographic 
Ground Water Basin No .. 4-5J?). whi.ch was designated by State 
Engineerl's Order No. 276 da.t'¢.d;:Au,g~st 5, 1;964; in accordance with 
the provi s ions bf NRS 534.0)0,,: ','" ' , , .. 
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Ground Water Resourc~s-·"Re.c:.9Qna,i:ssance Series Report No. 19 
est imates the perenni a l yi e l~I,::-!Jr, the Mi dd le Reese Ri ver Va 11 ey to be 
14,000 acre-feet (Page 17). ' 

VIII , 
Certificates of appropri:a~ti'.dn :have been issued within the 

Reese Ri ver', Va 11 ey Ground Water-tBas ion in the amount of 51 ,463.92 
acre~feet,_ and permits have been ~issued within this basin for 
irrigation which would alloN for the diversion of an additional 
5,13;1' acre-feet. There are;' therefore, a total of 56,594.92 acre
feet of water currently appropria~e? from the ground water basin. 

, I X 

Static water level measurements taken on a bi-annua1 basis 
by representat; ves of the 'Sta,te'·~En.g~i n'eer I s Off; ce indi cate that 

'#- • "," 

the level in the three irri'gati"on'we.llls nearest to the proposed 
points of diversion under AppHc'ations 31274, 31275 and 31276 
has declined an average of 16.2 feet. 

CONGLUSIONS 

1. The State Engineer has jur.isa;"~t;on:of the parties and the 
subject matter of this action in accordance ,with NRS 533.025 and 
NRS 533.,,0)0;'suQsectionl. . -
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2. I n accordance with NRS 533.370, suhsecti on 4, the State 
Engineer is prohibited by law from granting a permit where: 

a. There;s no unappropriated water at the proposed source, or 
b. The proposed use conflicts with· existing rights, or 
c. The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the 

public welfare. 

3. The annual duty of water allowed by the State Engineer for 
irrigation purposes within the Middle Reese River Valley Basin is 
4.0 acre-feet per acre per annum. Therefore, a total of 1920 acre
feet per annum would be required for the. irrigation of the 480 
acres to be irrigated by these pending -applications. This amount 
would be in addition to the existing 9roiind water appropriations, 
since this acreage does not have extsting ground water rights. 

4. Existing water rights "from' this ground water basin' currently 
exceed the estimated perennial yield"for that basin. To grant 
additional rights under the sub-je(:t applications would conflict 
with existing rights and threa,teJ71'to prove detrimental to the 
public welfare. 

RULING 

Applications 31274, 31275 and 31276 are herewith denied on the 
grounds that the granting of water rights for additional ground water 
deve 1 opment from the des i gnated Mi ddl e Reese Ri ver Va 11 ey Bas in \'IOU 1 d 
conflict with existing rignts and threaten to prove detrimental to the 
public welfare in this area where,appropriations exceed estimates of 
the perennial yield. 

.~ Re~pectful1y submitted. 

~~0 ,.Rc)'land 'D.' Westergard 
State Engineer-

ROW/BAR/de 

Dated this 22nd day qf December ,-1977. 
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