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TO THE CITIZENS OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

The Division of Water Resources has produced 29
separate publicatio ns. including summaries. since 1971
in support of the ongoing Nev ada water planning effort .
The "Water for Nevada" series included 22 reports and
the "Alternative Plans for Water Resource Use" series
included 7 reports. A "Special summary Report" was
based upon the previously published reports. and pro ­
vided general and specific c onclusio ns and recommenda­
tions upon:

Water laws and administrative procedures
Regional water and related land resources

c o nsiderations
Projected water r equirements

"Guide t o Nevada State Water Planning Reports" is
offered t o facilitate in de pth use o f the immense a mount
o f material published t o date in these ongoing series
of reports. A brief a b stract alo ng with the c o ntents
of each report is presented in the o rder o f the date o f
publication.

Respectfully .

~. 7J1f;:;p. J
Ro land D. westerga
State Engineer
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Water for Nevada, Report No.1, Guidelines for Nevada Water
Planning, State Engineer's Office, Nevada Division of Water
Resources, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
January 1971.

The purpose and scope of the State Water Planning
Program are presented. The basic objectives including
environmental quality, economic efficiency and area
development are described as are the principles and
assumptions. The procedures for inventories of avail­
able water resources, their present use and projected
requirements are included.

CONTENTS

Purpose and Scope
Objectives
Principles and Assumptions
Procedures
Organization Chart

Water for Nevada, Report No.2, Estimated Water Use in Nevada,
State Engineer's Office, Nevada Division of Water Resources,
Department of Conservation and Natural Resource~, January 1971.

Estimates of water withdrawals and consumption by
counties and hydrographic regions provide a basis for
making projections of future water requirements in
Nevada for different types of uses. Irrigation,
public supply, industrial, electric power, and rural
uses are presented. Evaporation losses from lakes,
streams and reservoirs are shown. Trends and changes
in use are described for the period 1950-1969 and a
history of water development in each category of use
is given.

CONTENTS

Summary
Introduction
Definition of Terms
History
The Current Role of Industry
Water and Electric Power
Recreation
The Stream System
Border Area Water
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Estimated Withdrawals in 1969
Nonwithdrawal Use
Trends in Use 1959-69
Tables

Water for Nevada, Special Planning Report summary, Water
Supply for the Future in Southern Nevada, State Engineer's
Office. Nevada Division of Water Resources, Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, January 1971.

The report presents a summary of several
alternative plans for alleviating a projected
water shortage in Southern Nevada near the year
2000. The plans discuss various importing.
schemes, reduced water use, and limiting and
dispersing population.

CONTENTS

Summary
Recommendations
Table of Contents
Narrative Summary

Description of Study Area
Alternative Water Supply Plans
Alleviating Shortage by Reducing consumption, Redis­

tributing Population or Limiting population
Comparison of Alternatives

Water for Nevada, special Planning Report, Water Supply for the
Future in Southern Nevada (Detail), State Engineer's Office.
Nevada Division of Water Resources, Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources. January 1971.

Early attention has been given to meeting the
needs of those areas of the state which are presently
experiencing water shortages and those areas which
may be water deficient in the near future.

Alternative ways were studied and evaluated to
meet the potential water needs in southern Nevada
which are expected to be over and above those which
can be met with the importation of Nevada's alloca­
tion of mainstream water from the Colorado River
through the Southern Nevada Water Project.

Much of the material developed could be applied
to other areas and situations in the State.
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Water for Nevada, Special Report, Reconnaissance Soil Survey
of Railroad Valley, State Engineer's Office, D1vis10n of Water
Resources, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
May 1971.

The soils of the Railroad Valley area were identi­
fied, mapped, and named according to the u. S. Com­
prehensive System of soil Classification, as part of
a statewide reconnaissance soil survey. This progres­
sive survey is designed to furnish basic soil data
needed to evaluate a variety of potential uses. Soil
Hydrologic Groups, Soil Materials Sources, Soil
Erosion Potential and Soil Irrigability Classes are
among the several interpretive evaluations made in
Railroad valley as a result of the survey.

In addition to being used in the development of
the State Water Plan, the progressive reconnaissance
soil survey will also contribute to an eventual soil
map of Nevada which will be a basic resource data
source for state, regional and local land evaluation
and development planning. The summaries of the
Railroad Valley and Dixie Valley reports are included
here as examples of the type and form of material
being developed.
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Summary
Introduction
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Location and Cultural Features
Landforms and Geology
Climate
Water Resources
Crop Adaptability
vegetation

Soils
Soil Taxonomy
Characteristic Soil Features in the Area
General Soil Map

Playas
Saline Soils of the Lake Plain
Finer Textured Soils of Smooth Alluvial Plains
Coarser Textured Soils of Smooth Alluvial Plains
Shallow Soils of Dissected Fans and Foothills
Shallow Soils, Rubbleland and Rock outcrop of

Mountains
Descriptions of Map units of the Reconnaissance soil Map

Soil Map unit Symbols and Acreage
Constituent Soils and Inclusions
Physiographic Position
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33 Comparison of Desalt with Conventional Costs at Logandale/
Moapa

34 Future water Demand at Mesquite/Bunkerville
35 Desalt Plant capacities at Mesquite/Bunkerville
36 Desalt Cost comparisons at Mesquite/Bunkerville
37 Desalt Costs at Mesquite/Bunkerville
38 Conventional Costs at Mesquite/Bunkerville
39 Comparison of Desalt with conventional Costs at Mesquite/

Bunkerville
40 Desalt Cost Comparisons at Walker Lake
41 Desalt Costs at Walker Lake

Water for Nevada, Report No.6, Forecasts for the Future­
Fish and Wildlife, state Engineer's Office, Nevada Division
of Water Resources, Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, September 1973.

Estimates of water-based future use of Nevada's
fish and wildlife resources are presented for the
counties and hydrographic regions. Physical
distribution of all game fish and animals are
presented along with selected nongame species.
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Water for Nevada. Report No.7. Water Related Recreation in
Nevada - Present and Future, State Engineer's Office, Nevada
Division of Water Resources, Department of conservation and
Natural Resources, December 1973.

Estimates of future water-based recreational
activity and associated water requirements, along
with economic value, are provided for the counties
and hydrographic regions. This information
relates only to city, county, state and federal
owned or controlled areas in Nevada. A map show­
ing Water-Related Outdoor Recreation Areas is
included.
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Summary and Conclusions
summary
Conclusions
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Water for Nevada, Special Report, Water - Legal and Adminis­
trative Aspects, State Engineer's Office, Nevada Division of
Water Resources, Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, september 1974.

Nevada's system of established surface and
ground water rights has been evolving for more
than 100 years. During this time, beneficial
use has been defined by court decision and .
statute as the basis, measure and limit of the
right to use water. History of water policy and
administration, as well as amendments to the
water law, are traced to the present.
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