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Protest to Application 80123
Filed by Spring Creek Utilities ~:
August 31, 2010

- 1731

-

We are protesting the above referenced application to appropriate waters as described in

the application document out of concern for the continued operation of our domestic well

due to the adverse affects of placing a new municipal well in such close proximity to oue>
existing well,

With legislation passed under SB159, the State has taken a position to protect domestic
wells from the impacts of municipal entities:

NRS 533.024 Legislative declaration. The Legislature declares that:

1. It is the policy of this State:

(b} To recognize the importance of domestic wells as appurtenances to private homes, to creaie a
protectable interest in such wells and to protect their supply of water from unreasonable adverse effects

which are caused by municipal, quasi-municipal or indusirial uses and which cannot reasonably be
mitigated

Available water in this basin has long been a concern and an issue with the continued
development of Spring Creek. We have been told by drilling companies that the number
of wells in the area that the State will approve is limited because of water table decline.

NRS 534.110 refers to thresholds of .5 cubic feet per second of diversion and a radius of
2,500 feet from a proposed well. This application is for 2 cubic feet per second, four
times greater than the threshold, and our domestic well is located well within the 2,500
foot radius of this proposed well. These thresholds were established no doubt from
historical data and the adverse effect of this proposed well on our domestic well based on
the proximity and pumping rates is a certainty.

Another consideration in this matter that points to the precarious nature of the available
water in this immediate areca is the reduced flows of observable ground water in both Dry
Creek and Stoffer Creek. Before the housing boom and expansion of Spring Creek,
ground water was present in both waterways for up to 5 months of the year. Now, the
norm seems to be about two months of observable flows. To pump 472 million gallons
annually near these drainages will not only impact domestic wells in the area, but also
adversely impact the environmental benefit that these drainages provide. There is a wide
variety of wildlife that depends on the water of these drainages and adjacent springs for
survival, We do not believe that Spring Creck Utilities has recognized this site as
environmentally sensitive nor performed an environmental impact assessment.



It is common knowledge that there are several other locations near Spring Creek Utility’s
existing infrastructure that could be and should be considered outside of our fragile
aquifer that would not present such a threat to so many domestic wells. There are over 20
domestic wells in the immediate vicinity of this proposed well site and several others
down stream that have the potential of being adversely affected if this application is

approved.



