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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO SUPPORT THE PROTEST
OF THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 79783

Application 79783 was filed by Amargosa Valley Solar I, LLC (Solar Millennium) on
April 15, 2010 requesting a diversion rate of 2.0 cubic feet per second (400 afy) from a
new underground source in Amargosa Valley, Hydrographic Basin 230. The application
states that the water will be used as the primary source of supply for two solar power
plants and that water under Application 79699 will be used as a back-up (supplemental)
source of water for those operations, with a combined duty of 400 afy. The proposed
groundwater well would be located approximately 15.5 miles northwest of the Devils
Hole Unit of Death Valley National Park (Devils Hole) and approximately 11 miles
northwest of Ash Meadows National Wildlife Refuge (NWR).

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), National Park Service (NPS) and Burean of
Land Management (BLM) are currently working with Solar Millennium to develop a plan
to eliminate any advetse effects to Devils Hole and Ash Meadows NWR that could result
from groundwater withdrawals associated with Applications 79783 and 79699. As such,
FWS respectfully requests that Applications 79783 and 79699 be held in abeyance until
such time as a formal agreement between the FWS, NPS, BLM and Solar Millennium is
achieved and certain critical elements of such an agreement have been implemented.
Once these tasks have been completed, the FWS will expeditiously withdraw its protests
to the above referenced applications. If, however, Applications 79699 and 79783 are not
held in abeyance until such a formal agreement is reached and critical elements are
implemented, FWS respectfully requests that Application 79783 be denied because:

1. Granting this new application for underground water in Hydrographic Basin 230
will cause injury to FWS-owned senior water rights at Ash Meadows NWR.

2. The proposed activity is not likely compatible with the purposes of the national
wildlife refuges. Granting this application will threaten or damage habitat for
species that are endangered, threatened, or considered for future listing under the
Endangered Species Act and, therefore, is not in the public interest. In particular,
this new application has the potential to negatively affect sensitive water-
dependent biological resources at Devils Hole and Ash Meadows NWR, including
seven threatened and endangered plant species, one threatened insect, and four
endangered fish at Ash Meadows NWR and the endangered Devils Hole Pupfish
at Devils Hole.



