IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA
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Comes now Nevada Department of Wildlife

whose post office address is 1100 Valley Road, Reno, NV 89512
Street No. or PO Box, City, State and ZTP Code
WHOSE 0P ON I8 and protests the granting
of Application Number oo filedon January 28 S .20 10
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Underground or name of stream, lake, sprmg or other source

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit
mping of this nature within proximity to wetlands, springs and streams is not environmentally sound, is not in the public interest an
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will adversely affect existing rights.

There are multiple sensitive. threatened or endangered species within this hydrographic basin

It must be noted that the Nevada Department of Wildlife objects to the proposed water exportation project in its entirety {Applications
lications and are only officially protesting those nearest to its

79267 through 79275) but lacks the financial ability to protest all of said a

protectable interests.

THEREFORE the Protestant requests that the applicationbe Denied -
Denied, issued subject to priot rights, ¢tc., as the case may be
and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper. -~
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The Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) is responsible for protecting, restoring and
managing fish and wildlife within the state.

The amount of water applied for under this and associated applications are of sufficient
amounts to be likened to the dewatering processes of the mining industry with the exceptions
that mining, by its very nature is temporary and the water pumped is generally either returned to
the source via rapid infiltration basins or injection wells or the water is used as a substitutive use
for irrigation water. All practices either return the water to the source or use the water for
beneficial purposes within the basin. None of these practices are to be anticipated, there is no
expectation that this project is temporary in nature and all water pumped will permanently leave
the basin, effectively providing all of the adverse affects with none of the mitigation of mine
dewatering.

The proposed Points of Diversion for the majority of the applications are located on the
Bench/Bottom interface. This proposed POD’s and the high requested diversion rates will be
capturing water from the fracture flow aquifer of the range front as well as the alluvial aquifer of
the valley bottom. This could in effect cut off the shallow fracture flows that maintain the springs
streams and wetlands in the area as well as change the deeper aquifer flow gradient reducing the
artesian flows which also help maintain the springs streams and wetlands in the area. The State
Engineer has historically recognized 100 feet as the dividing line between surface water and
ground water, however subsurface geomorphology is complex at best and these complexities
need to be address to reduce potential impacts on artesian aquifers with surface water
expressions. A 100 foot surface seal will likely do little to reduce the impacts on the springs with
pumping volumes of this size within close proximity to surface water sources.

Pumping of this nature within proximity to wetlands, springs and streams is not
environmentally sound, is not in the public interest and will adversely affect existing rights and
therefore must be denied pursuant to NRS § 534.370(5).

It must be noted that the Nevada Department of Wildlife objects to the proposed water
exportation project in its entirety but lacks the financial ability to protest all of said applications
and are only officially protesting those nearest to its protectable interests.




