IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IR THE MATTER OF APPLICATEON NUMBER......... 2. 2.5 Q6. ...,

FuoBv . COYOLe. Springs. Investment, LL &/F iLE D

ov. April 13.......20.05, roAmomuEne PROTEST

Warmsor._ Underground SEP 02 2005
STATE INONEEXS OPACE

Comesnow.....Paul. Rauch,..Agent. for. U.S..Fish and. Wildlife. Service

Priined o typed name of prowsiant

whose post office addressis....... 3 1.1 NE_11th _Avenue.. Portland. OR__97232.. . .. ...

Sazeer No. Or FO. Box, Ciry, Stase and 2ip Code.

whose ocoupation s ... .Chief , Division of Engineering. ... .. ... andprotestthegranting

of Application Number ... £ 2296, ... fledon... April 13 ey 2005
by...Coyote Springs Investment, LLC . 10 appropriate the
waters of .......... nderground..._.. sitoatedin ... LAneolm

Undecgroond of oaree of stezm, bake, syngmu@-efme

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, 10 wit:

Pleage see Attachment A: Additional Information te Support the
Protest of the U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service. in the Matter of
.Applicarions. 72589 through 22601 oo
THEREFORE the Protestant requests that the application be Denied

Dwdmuds&mb;;;';&m uslxel:semyb:-m
and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Agent o protestant

Paul Rauch (Agent)

Priecet ot typed saroe, i agent

Address. 911 NE. 1lth Avenue . . .. ...

Sireet No. of PO Hon No

) Portland, OR 97232

City, Sesse and Zip Code Mo,

Subscribed and sworn to before melthS.i(.’.lday of £, G u—% Us. ‘ti ................ j-(_'

OFFICIAL SEAL o v )
CATHY BERNHARDT Steof... Q fUZ;« oY
15  NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON C
4— COMMISSION NO, 385041
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES OCTOBER 18 2008 Comty of. n ‘A-M NoemLe

$25FILINGFEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE-
ALLCOPIES MUST CONTAIN OREGINAL SIGNATURE.



Attachment A: Additional Information to Support the Protest of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service i the Matter of Applications 72589 through 72601.

The proposed groundwater development threatens the biological and water resources of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Pahranagat Valley and the White River
Groundwater Flow System. Lake Valley basin is located upgradient from Pahranagat
Valley and pumping of groundwater from that basin could reduce the groundwater mflux
to Pahranagat Valley. The perennial yield for Lake Valley (Basin 183) is currently listed
as 12,000 acre feet, and committed resources already amount to 28,981 acre feet.
Apphcations 72296 through 72349 and 72565 through 72577 in Basin 183 (filed in
March/April 2005) seek to appropriate more than 150,000 acre feet per year from
underground sources. The applications that are the subject of this protest seek an
additional combined flow of 94,000 acre feet per year from underground sources. An
additional withdrawal would only add to the current exceedance of the perennial yield for
the basin. Such a withdrawal of groundwater in excess of the perennial yield could result
in reduced groundwater flow from Lake Valley to Pahranagat Valley, or resultin a
reversed gradient causing groundwater outflow from Pahranagat Valley to Lake Valley.
Senior water rights held by the Fish and Wildlife Service in the Pahranagat Valley could
be adversely impacted. Such an impact to the water rights and resources of the
Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge and environs could adversely impact threatened and
endangered species and their designated critical habitats; including Hiko White River

- springfish, White River springfish, Pahranagat roundtail chub, Southwestern willow
flycatcher, and Bald eagle; which depend on these water sources for survival. The
Southwestern willow flycatcher also occurs in Meadow Valley Wash, also downgradient
from Lake Valley. Other water right applications and groundwater development projects
in adjacent basins seek to withdraw additional groundwater. The combined volume from
all of these applications and water rights exceeds the available water in the White River
flow system. Without more information to demonstrate that water is available for
appropriation without adversely impacting existing water rights and water-related
resources, these applications should be denied.



