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As is fairly clearly demonstrated in the report “Potentiometric Surface, Carbonate-Rock
Province, Southern Nevada and Southeastern California, 1998-2000” (prepared by the
U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation with the Nevada Division of Water Resources)
and associated maps and charts, the measured altitude of ground water—the level to
which water will rise in a well —is considerably higher in the area for which application
has been made than it is in the farmland of Amargosa Valley.

Qur family has been farming alfalfa in Amargosa Valley for more than a decade, feeding
dairy animals that provide milk for Las Vegas, feeding horses all over Nye County and
into California, and providing feed also for the mule trains at Furnace Creek in Death
Valley National Monument. We are proud American farmers.

If these permits are granted, our water supply will be directly threatened.

Study after study has shown that not enough water will come into the aquifer each year to
recharge the water drawn off by the uses that have been applied for.

If the water level in the aquifer drops, we—and countless other farmers in the
region—will be faced with stark choices: To spend tens of thousands of dollars drilling
deeper wells, raising the cost of electricity used to pump water to the surface and thereby
raising the cost of milk and dairy goods in Nevada, or sitting and watching in horror as
our farms turn to dust.

We also take part in various manufacturing and construction activities, which also require
water for continued viability.

For these and other reasons, which we will be happy to go over in detail at public
hearings, we strongly urge that the application be denied.



