IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

INTHEMA'ITEROFAPPHCAI]ONNUMBE!L7O316, . F ! L E
FemBr.lnited States .B.l.M.. . , _ JAN ! W‘
STATF n

ON.. B=18=03 e 20.. ..., TO APPROPRIATE THE PROTEST ENGHIEER'S
Waersor..Anderground o

Comes now. =andra L. Ryan . ... et eeeeen e et n e eenen

Priotsd of typod nxme dpmmmt
whose post office addressis.....22.38..Ladue Drive Las Vegas, Nevada 89128
Street No. Or PO, Box, City, Stvie gnd Zip Code.

whose occupation is ............c1t1 zen ceesesmvas s o @K protests the granting
of Application Number ... 70316 ,fledon..... . ABGUSt 18 ,20.93
by..United States Department of Interior B.L.M. to appropriate the
waters of ... Wnderground creeemmessinnSituatedin..... ALK _county

Undevground or name of stresm, Jake, spring or other sourcs
County, State of Nevada, for the foilowing reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

See attachment

THEREFORE the Protestant requests that the application be ...... . DENIED

Dexzied. issund st to pador Tights, 2., & B cass may be

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.
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Address. 2236 Ladue Drive
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MALKIA DINWIDDIE
NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF NEVADA
./ APPT. No 03-83285-1
" MY APPT. EXPIRES AUG. 1, 2007

R25FILING FEE MUSTACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALLCOPTES MUST CONTAIN QRIGINAL SIGNATURE.




Attachment
Application No. 70316 should be DENIED on the following grounds.

The Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burrow Act of 1971 requires the Secretary of the Interior,
“Secretary” to “achieve and maintain a thriving natural ecological balance on the public lands.” This
requirement prevents the Secretary through the Bureau of Land Management, “BLM” from hauling
alternate food sources such as hay to the range to augment poor range conditions. Likewise the
requirement of the Secretary to maintain a thriving natural ecological balance prevents the Secretary
through the BLM from developing water sources, which are not naturally occurring.

Thete are no existing or historical springs within several square miles of the proposed well. The use of
water for the proposed well will result in a redistribution of the wild horses from their current range
and cause irrefutable harm to the existing habitat and native wildlife such as the threatened desert
tortoise.

The statement on the application that the water will be used for wildlife purposes is nothing more than
a ruse to circumvent the limitations under the Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burrow Act of 1971, The
BLM is on record in July of 2002 that they were attempting to obtain water rights and drill two wells
south of Route 160 in the attempt to disperse the wild horse herd due to the drought impacts on the
range; see copy of attached newspaper article.

This is further supported by the comment that bighorn sheep, mule deer mountain lions, coyotes and
bobcats will water at the proposed site. This is unlikely since the proposed site is some distance from
suitable habitat for bighorn sheep or mule deer. Therefore, the principle use of the water source will be
wild horses and as previously stated the redistribution of the wild horse from their current range will
cause irrefutable harm to the existing habitat and native wild life.

The Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burrow Act of 1971 also requires that “All management activities
shall be at the minimal feasible level and shall be carried out in consultation with the wildlife agency
of the State wherein such lands are located in order to protect the natural ecological balance of all
wildlife species which inhabit such lands, particularly endangered wildlife species.” To date a
monitoring plan has not been approved by the Nevada Department of Wildlife and the drilling of a
well to provide a water supply is in excess of the minimal feasible level and would be detrimental to
the natural ecological balance of all wildlife species that inhabit the area.

In conclusion, the Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burrow Act of 1971 requires the Secretary to
“achieve and maintain a thriving natural ecological balance on the public lands” and that “All
management activities shall be at the minimal feasible level and shall be carried out in consultation
with the wildlife agency of the State wherein such lands are located in order to protect the natural
ecological balance of all wildlife species which inhabit such lands, particularly endangered wildlife
species.”

The drilling of a well to develop a ground water source for wildlife purposes is clearly in conflict with
the limitation of the Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burrow Act of 1971, is detrimental to existing
habitat and native wildlife and is not in the public interest.
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Official says returning wild horses to range will threaten other species

By KEITH ROGERS
REVIEW-JOURNAL

The state plans to fight Bureau of Land Management efforts to develop new water
sources for ailing wild horses at drought-stricken Red Rock Canyon.

The bureau's Las Vegas field office is trying to obtain water rights and drili at least two
wells south of state Route 160, where only eight wild horses remain, said Gary
McFadden, the federal agency’s wild horse specialist.

§ Federal cowboys removed 39 animals from public lands in an emergency roundup last
4. Week after three area springs went dry and at least one young horse died. The 39,
d including some battling malnutrition, are being held at the government's nearby Oliver
B Ranch. The bureau intends to release those that recover back onto the range.

k3 But officials with the Nevada Division of Wildlife say capturing sickly animals, nursing

£31 them back to health and releasing them will upset the region’s natural ecological

§ balance. Other forms of wildlife have struggled to survive the valley's driest 16-month

- stretch on record, and the range could not sustain these species and a suddenly robust
= herd, biologists say.

"We understand the BLM is between a rock and a hard place based on public sentiment
for the horses and a thriving ecological balance with wildiife and with habitat that can
support it,” said Brad Hardenbrook, the Division of Wildlife's supervising biologist in Las
Vegas.

“ "We're not opposed to horses on public lands. if there is any sense of opposition, it is in
j how wild horses are managed.”

HEADLINES State officials point to a federal law for support.
SEARCH
I3Ts1l R In passing the 1971 Wild Free-roaming Horse and Burro Act, Congress intended to
WS Maintain the herds at numbers that keep their habitat livable for all wildlife.

Hardenbrook and feflow biologists Craig Stevenson and Patrick Cummings said the BLM

has spent a decade trying to establish how many wild horses can be sustained by the
B Red Rock range.
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LA I The state wildlife biologists said BLM officials met with them several years ago to discuss
dENSETH I sotting the appropriate management level at 50 horses in Red Rock Canyon National
 WEATHER Conservation Area.

REAL ESTATE

e-FORUMS They discussed a monitoring plan to determine whether the range could support the

; horses and the area's other animals, including bighom sheep, coyotes and the

! J threatened desert tortoise. But the effort to establish a number for horses never
AR materialized.

Mesvspaper

Information Now the agency is trying to save many of the animals from near-certain death.

"We don't see how putting wells in is consistent with a thriving ecological balance,”
Cummings said.

The BLM has spent roughly $100,000 to gather 302 wild horses from parched ranges in
Southern Nevada. The valley has received less than 1 inch of rainfall during the past 16
. months, far below the 4.49 inches that Las Vegas normally receives in a year.

McFadden said he hopes most of the Red Rock herd can be retumned to the range after
National Wild Horse Association volunteers help the 39 animals held at Oliver Ranch
recover. The Wild Free-roaming Horse and Burro Act prevents the BLM from hauling hay
onto the range.

"| think we've got a shot at that,” he said. "If we don't get any rain, there has to be a point
in reality to decide on how long to hold these horses."

McFadden and others fear the horses could become dependent on hay after several
months in the corral and lose their ability to survive under natural range conditions.

Then they might have to be put up for adoption or sent to long-term care facilities,
leaving Red Rock Canyon without a viable herd.
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