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Attachment A:
RE: Application No.70271
Helton/Unnamed Spring for Wildlife Use

My 40 acre parcel is downstream from Applicant/Helton’s proposed diversion project. For the
past 6 months, I have had the distinction of getting to know Mr. Helton and observing, first hand
the environmental consequences of his present, ongoing diversion activitics. The following
details form the basis for this protest:
o The necessity for use proposed by Mr. Helton has not been established. If need exists, it
has been_created by applicants ongoing water diversions and related environmental ‘< MO
degradation as a direct result of his activities on apd near unnamed,stream. Heae. ]S
pia Heltow huo Quiled wndérqecind gy SRy o & vt Qrveett
* Immediately downstream of Helforn's divea'-sar'cm/sn‘c»‘agfez area, mgﬁtﬁng the some 800 feet
of stream that ran through my parcel, has dried up and has remained dry for the past 6
months, resulting in substantial forage loss. Pollywogs and other instream water and
plant life have died or have been desecrated due to grading activities. Wildlife and cattle
once frequented this area of the stream system. Wildlife have not been inclined, based on
my observations, to visit Mr. Helton’s artificially created riparian paradise, perhaps due
to inhospitable environment; e.g., extensive grading, containment/storage of water too
close to living quarters, large barking dog & puppies, heavy foot/vehicle traffic, tractor
and heavy }qu%':ment nojﬁse/activi c}l‘m to natun;:Z of zl\/drji%on’s occupa%qx_z.fﬁ ﬁ
eSS 35 530 71,5 /a Tate rmrende @ prod) SOk oo~ ,
U R A S RGO A e o St =
situation: Stream began flowing irregularly (flow would stop and start like a faucet) in
May of 2003 and subsequently dried up completely in late June of 2003. This coincided
with applicant’s “development activities™ located upstream from my residence. Ihave
spoken to the previous owner of my parcel and nearby neighbors, who report natural
stream system in locations in question have flowed uninterrupted. When/if stream Aas
recessed, due to seasonal heat, decline has occurred /afe in the summer and for a few days
ot weeks, not as the pattern described and experienced above. Vegetation present
confirms this.

» Mr. Helton has maintained that his activities are totally unrelated, that the stream system
has dried up due to “drought conditions” or some sort of underground banana belt that
exists precisely downstream from his diversion activity (my property). He continues to
characterize reports by neighbors, previous owners and others who contradict him as
“liars.” Mr. Helton has discouraged me from secking expert advise or from exercising
my rightss because it will cost me “thousands of dollars” and would result in “all of us
losing our water.”

¢ Mr. Helton continues to assure me that the water will return when it cools down.
Historically, following rain or snowfall, this stream system flowed heavily and even
overflowed in some arcas. It is now November 7. After 7 snow falls, stream remains
dry with the exception of area where Mr. Helton diverts and stores water from stream
system for his private use.

e  Mr. Helton’s diversion activities and the environmental degradation created by his
activities have been observed by many, including the party holding first deed of trust on
my parcel located just downstream. The 40 acre no longer has a stream running through
it; aesthetically has also been compromised. The property value will certainly be affected
unless Mr. Helton returns the stream system to its natural flow.

¢ Helton’s response to the situation has clearly demonstrated his inability to respect the
public’s interest and the concept of beneficial usage. This little stream system is a critical



component of the ecosystem in the Home Ranch Canyon. Mr, Helton’s actions should
serve one purpose: To demonstrate clearly to the State Engineer that applicant lacks
good faith intentions to implement a diversion project that is based on beneficial
use/need ; applicant should be denied the privilege>
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