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FROTEST

The Las Vsgas Fly Fishing Club protests water rights
spplication number 54089, in Olark County, Nevada, Virgin

Fiver Basin, filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Mstrict.
The water rights should be denied based on fthe following
provisions.,

i. The appropriation of this watesr when added to ths
already approved appropriations and existing usss in the
Yirgin River Basin will sxcesd the annual recharge and
zate yield of the basin., Appropriation and ose in this
magnitude will sanction watsr mining and, lower the static
waterr level which will degrade the qua {Y and guality of
water entering Lake Mead.

2. This application is one of the applications filed
by the Las Yegas Valley Water District seeking & combined
appropriations of over B00,000 acre—Ffeet of ground and
surface water primarily for municipal use in Clark County.
Diversion and export of such & quantity of water will
deprive the aresa of origin of water needed to protect and
genhance its environment and sconomic well being. and the
diversion will unnecessarily destroy envirgrmantal,
ecological, scenic and recreational values that the state
holds in trust Ffor sll ite citizens.

. Im the cumnalalive areas being protested, the lLas
ngam Fly Fighing Club has oontributed in excess of

$150, 500, through voluntesr ftime and personal supensesi
Ciub funds: Boubhwest Courngil, Federation of Fly FPishers
funds; and private donations of materials to improve fish
and related habiftat in the nfiectud armam. his was done

Pothe public intersst and o protect the Ffragile water
Fespurces in the effected areas. The Las Yegas Valley
Water District’s mining of these resouwrces will negate the
recreational and Figh habitat benefits providec through
these wvoluntary contributions uwnder Nevada Department of
Wildli+e directed projects.

4. Irm oa report dated June 7,1990, the Reno Field
Statiorn of the U.8. Fish and Wildiife Service listed three
spsries as Endangered or Threatened and four species as
candidates for Endangered or Threatensd status.  The
grddangerment or threat cavsed by degrading fThe water
ouslity and/or guantity of this basin will extend the
threat to any species that depends on the axistent
habitat. Therefore, no additicnal water can be mined from
e areas.

« The granting or approviog of the sublisct
application in the absence of comprehensive planning,
including Dut not limited to snvironmental dmpact
DS Cations, cost considerations, sooils-sconomnio
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congiderations, and a wabter resource plan (such as
raquired by the Public Service Commission of private
purveyors of water: for the L.as Vegas Valley WHater
District service arsa is detrimerntal to the public welitare
ard interest.

&. The granting or appraval of the above refesrsnoed
application wouwld he detrimental to the public interest in
what it, individually and together with the other
agpplicetions aof the Las Vegas Yalley Wacer Distriot
impoartation prolsct, woulds

= Libkely jeogpardize the continged existence of
endangered and bthreatensd speciss recognized under the
federal Endangered Speoiess Aot and related state statutes.
Two species of trout have beroms sxtinct and four other
aperies of LTrout are candidates for sxtinction in the
state of Mevada. The public interest will not be served
if the state allows arny sore sgpeciss of Fish Lo becoms
sxtinct,

b, FPrevent or interfere with the conservation of
thoge Threatened or Endangered species.

. Take or harm those Threatened o Endanoered
SpECles.

7. The approval of subject application will sanction
and encourage the willful wastse of water that has been
allowed, if not encouraged, by the [Las Yegas VYalley Water
District. For edample, in March of 1990, vandals tampered
with an avtomatic watering system in the green belt
hetwaen Lrane Lake and Bwan River rpads on Lake Nerth
Drive in the Las Vegas subdivision known as the Lakes.

The damage included broken valwves and sgprinkisrs which
wenre wgen and reported to the Las Yegas YValliey Water
istrict on Friday night. The Les Vegas Yalley Hater
istrict representative at the smergency phone number said
lat the water in the area was not their regponsibility
and they did not kEnow who to call. The parson reporting

2 damags made several other unsuccessful attempts to get
help. The water ran unchgoked inte the strest fFor 62
Mours until Monday morning. It was zpparent fFrom the
rasponese bhat even though ftechnically the water district
was noat involved, their lack of concern and Failuwre to
take any action demonstrated their policy towardes waste of
watei.

i
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. The above referenced water rights, individoally
argd cumllatively with other applications of the water
import project, will perpetuate and may increase the
inafficient use of water and Frustrates edFforts at water
dmand management in the in the las Veges Valley Water
District service area,

9. Freviouws and current conservation programs
instituted by the Las Vegeas Valley Water district are
ineffective publie relations-griented a2fforts that are
unlikely to achieve substantisl water savings. Fublic
policy and public interest considerations should precluds
the negative snvivommental and sccio-scononic CONssquUEenoes
o the proposesd transfer of water resouwrces aon areas of
origin when the potential water importer hes failled to
maks a goad-+faith effort Lo efficiently wuss cwrreantiy
avallable supplies.

10. Therefore, The Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club, on
behalf of the public good of all Nevada citizens and on
behalf¥ of the disastrous consequences on fish habitat that
approval would have, reguests that the above referenced
water rights application be denigd and that the order be
entersd by the state engineer to protect this water
resource in perpetuity from water rights applications not
in the public interest and detrimental to sound
conservation practices. In addition, The Las Vegas Fly
Fishing Club incorporates by reference as though fully set
forth hersin and adopts as its own, sach and every other
protest to the aforementioned application filed pursuant
to NRS 553,365,

a



