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PROTEST

The Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club protests water rights
application number 54081, in Clark County, Nevada, Yirgin
River Basin, filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water District.
The water rights should be denied based on the follawing
Provisions.

1. The appropriation of this water when added to the
already approved appropriations and esxisting uses in the
Virgin River Basin will exceed the annual recharge and
safe yield of the basin. Appropriation and use in this
magnitude will sanction water mining and lower the static
water level which will degrade the qu-iié? and quality of
water entering Lake Mead. Guantify

2. This application is ong of the applications filed
by the Las Vegas Valley Water Digtrict seeking & combined
appropriations of over 800,000 acre-fest of ground and
surface water primarily for municipal use in Clark County.
Diversion and export of such a quantity of water will
deprive the area of origin of watsr needed to protect and
ernhance its environment and economic well being, and the
diversion will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ecological, scenic and recreational values that the state
holds in trust for all its citizens.

T. In the cumulative areas being protested, the Las
Vegas Fly Fishing Club has contributed in excess of
$150,000. through voluntesr time and personal expenses;
club funds; Southwest Council, Federation of Fly Fishers
funds; and private donations of materials to improve €ish
and related habitat in the affected areas. This was done
for the public interest and to protect the fragile water
resources in the effected areas. The Las Vegas Valley
Water District’s mining of these resouwrces will regate the
recreational and fish habitat benefits provided through
these voluntary contributions under Nevada Department of
Wildlife directed projects.

4, In & report dated June 7,1970, the Rsno Field
Btation of the U.S5. Fish and Wildlife Service listed three
species as Endangered ar Threatened and four species as
candidates for Endangered or Threatsned status. The
sndangerment or threat caused by degrading the water
gquality and/or quantity of this basin will extend the
threat to any speciss that depends on the existent
habitat. Therefore, no additicnal water can be mined from
the area.

3. The granting or approving of the subject
application in the absence of comprehensive planning,
including but not limited to enviranmental impact
considerations, cost corsiderations, socio-economic
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considerations, and a water resource plan (such as
required by the Public Service Commission of private
purveyors of water) for the Las Vegas VYalley Water
District service area is detrimental to the public welfare
and interest.

&. The granting or approval of the above referenced
application would be detrimental to the public interest in
that it, individually and together with the other
applications of the Las Vegas Valley Water District
importation project, would:

a. Likely jegpardize the caontinued existence of
endangered and threatened species recognized under the
federal Endangered Species Act and related state statutes.
Two species of trout have become extinct and four other
species of trout are candidates for extinction in the
state of Nevada. The public interest will not be served
if the state allows any more species of fish to become
extinct.

b. Frevent or interfere with the conservation of
those Threatened or Endangered species.

c. Take ar harm those Threatened o+ Endangered
species.

7. The approval of subject application will sanction
and encourage the willful waste of water that has been
allowed, if not encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water
Cistrict. For example, in March of 1793, vandals tampered
with an auvtomatic watering system in the green belt
between Crane Lake and Swan River roads on Lake North
Drive in the Las Vegas subdivision known as the Lakes.

The damage included broken valves and sprinklers which
were seen and reported to the Las Vegas Valley Water
District on Friday night. The Las Vegas Valley Water
District representative at the emergency phone number said
that the water in the arssa was not their responsibility
and they did not know who to call. The person reporting
the damages made several other unsuccessful attempts to get
help. The water ran unchecked into the street for &2
hours until Monday morning. It was apparent from the
respanse that even though technically the water district
was net invelved, their lack of concern and failure to

take any action demonstrated their policy towards waste of
water.
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8. The above referenced water rights, individually
and cumulatively with other applications of ths water
import project, will perpetuate and may increase the
inefficient use of water and frustrate efforts at water
demand management in the in the Las Vegas Valley Water
Pistrict service area.

9. Frevious and current conservation programs
instituted by the Las Vegas Valley Water district are
ineffective public relations~oriented efforts that are
unlikely to achieve substantial water savings. Fublic
palicy and public interest considerations should preclude
the negative environaental and socip-economitc CONSSQUENCES
of the proposed transfer of water resources on areas of
prigin when the potential water importer has failed to
make a guod-faith effort to efficiently use currently
available supplies.

10. Therefore, The Las Vegas Fly Fiashing Club, on
behalf of the public good of all Nevada citizens and on
behalf of the disastrous consequences on fish habitat that
approval would have, reguests that the above referenced
water rights appligation be denied and that the order be
entered by the state engineer to protect this water
resource in perpetuity from water rights applications not
in the public interest and detrimental to sound
conservation practices. In addition, The Las Vegas Fly
Fishing Club incorporates by reference as though fully set
forth herein and adopts as its own, each and every other
protest to the aforementioned application filed pursuant
to NRS 533.365.




