IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER 5 4043

wveansansrasa manasanaay

Figp svy_Las Vegas Valley Water District

PROTEST

on. October 17, 19 89' 0 APPROPRIATE THE
WaTERs of,. Underground Well
Comes now

whose post office address is

whose occupation is

U.5. Government, Bureau of Land Management

Printed or 1yped name of proiestant

Star Route 5, Box 1, Ely, Nevada 89301

Land Management Agency

Street No. or P.O. Box, City, Suate and 2ip Code

. and protests the granting

of Application Number.....24043 , filed on October 17, .19.82
by Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Underground Source {(Well) Prinied oz typed name of applicant 1
watersof T:_3 N., R. 62 E., Sec. 35, NEkSEk situated in___Cincoln

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring of other source

County, Siate of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

See Attachment for Application #54043

and that an order be entered for such relisf as the

T4 (Krvised 400y

THEREFQRE the protestant requests that the application be DENIED

(Denied, issued subject to prior rights, eic., as the case may be)

State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed ){{uw j (adls

Agent or protestant
Kenneth G. Walker, District Manager

Printed or 1yped name, if agem

SR 5, Box 1

Address
Sircet No, or P.O, Box Mo,
Ely, Nevada 89301
Cihy, S1ae and Zip Code No,
Subscribed and sworn to before me this....z..n..‘.'-I .......... day of July 19 20
V4

Notary Public

State of ‘7?%,-{&_
County of W ;ﬂ/‘"ﬂ—‘

F $10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PFROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.

ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE,

(%11 %



ATTAUMMENT FOR FILING H24045

The Bureau of bLand Managemert (BLM), United States Denartment of the Interior
has been directed by Congress throwugh law to protect and manage certain public
lands of the Unites States. Specificatly, Congress Insiructed the ELM in the
Federal tand Policy and Management Act (FLPMA] "...that management be on the
pasis of multiple use and sustained yield...pubiic lands be managed 1n a manner
that will protect the guality of scientifie, scenic, historical, ecclogical,
environmental, air and atmcspheric, water resource, and archeclogical values;
that, where appropriate, will preserve and protect certain public lands in their
natural condition; that will provide food and habitat far fish and wildlife and
domestic animals; and that will provide for outdoor recreaticon ang human
gooupancy and uwse...”

The multiple uses mentioned in FLPMA include, but are not limited, to recreatian,
range, timber, minerals, uwatershed, wild!ife and *ish, and natural scenic,
acigntific and histarical wvalues.

In addition to FLPMA, the Taylor Grazing Act, The Recreation and Fuhlic Purposes
Act, The Wild and Free %poaming Horse and Burro Act, The Endangered Species Act,
The Fublic Rangelands improvement Act, The Water Hesources Act, and various other
laws give the BLM the authority to manage the public lands and their various
resources so that they are utilized in the combination that will best meet the

1y -

cresent and future needs of the American p2oplie.

The application ef the iLas Vegas Valley Mater District (LWYWD) to the State
Engineer of Nevada tc acpropriate water on BLil administered land,iT approved,
will prave tp be detrimental to the public interest by eliminating the cagability
1o fuifill the legisiated management respensibilities and is being protested
under MRS 533.343.

SPECIFIC IMPACTS FROM arPLICATION H54043

Thern are five (5) waters ithat rould be potentially impacted it this
apgiication is granted. The demand which the BLM has recognized on these waters
where the BLM has a responsibility te manage 1s: 1) 204 AUMs for deer and 2)
Y AlMs for antelgope. The total AUM demand is 293,

Uf thesa o waters deer uce 9, antelope use 2, and chuckar use L. The ability
cf the BLM to meet! this demand will e impaired by the granting of an
appropriation to LUWWDtherefure, granting this application will be detrimental
to tne public interest,

CUMULATIVE AFFECTS OF APFLICATION H54043

1. Application number 34043 in conjunction with applications 59044, 54045, 54044,
S4047,54048, and 2404% wiil withdraw 44,888 acre teet (AF) of water 1f pumping
pccurs at the rates applied for, 24 hours per day, 3463 days per year. This
w2thdrawal rate 15 2684 AF per year more than occurs through natural recharge
from precipitation and from inflow from the White River Valley hydrographic
area. According to Dettinger (198%) the perennial yield of an aguifer is the
guantity of water which can be extracted for use each year without deplieting
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the groundwater reservgir. The perennial yield is no greater than the total
rate of flouw through the aquifer and 15 prebably less (Dettinger 1989).
Because more water will he withdrawn from the Patterson Wash hydrographic
area than is recharged, a slow but continuous decline in grounduwater leyels
will eccur. Because of thece impacts and others not identifiable at this
time, the granting of this application will be detrimental to the public
interest. -

2. The cumulative itmpact of application 54043 in conjunction with the
applications mepticned in the above paragraph will negatively affect riparian
vegetation along the White River. Reduction in interbasin flows will result
in lomg-term negative impacts to the spring, stream, and riparian habitat
of Hiko Spring which is listed as critical habitat *or the springfish that
reside there will negatively affect the White River springfish and the Hiko
White River springfish, both listed ae endangered under the Threatened and
Endangered Species Act. Because of these impacts and othere nrat tdentifiabkle .
at this time, the granting of this application will be detrimental to the
public interest.

5. uWell log reperts indicate the sresence of water in unconsolidated valley
Till. Estimates of the thickness of this zene rainges from the surface to
several hundred feet. Pue to the Tormation's generally unconsclidated
nature, -the rgle of the groundwater mass in suponort of the valley fi11 may
be significant. Removal of groundwater hy this application and the
cumulative affacts of grounduater remaval by those menticned above will
likely induce cortraction, subsidence, and failure af the <ctructural
integrity of the valley floor. Crack formation and subduction of normally
ephemeral surface waters will significantly alter the area’s ecnsystem,

ADDITIONAL INFURMQTIDN MAMDATORY

At this time, there ic insufficient inférmaticn available to completely analyze
and determine the full impacte to the various resources that the B3LNM is
responsible to protect and manage. The actual impacts of the pumping of this
well in conjunction with the cumulative impacts of the Las Vegas Valley Water

Districte’ other propcsed wells cannot be fully determined until sufficient data
hac be=n c¢ollected and analyzed. '

We, therefore, protest the granting aof the water appropriaticr hecause neither
the State Engineer nor the Las Vegas Valley uWater Department (LVVWD) has prepared
an analysis of all anticipated impacts asscriated with LVVWWD s applications. I¥
4N analysis has been done, It has not been macde available to the public and
atfectod partics, and the failure to de so is not in the public interest as per
MRS 533.370.3. Becavce it is impossible tc anticipate all impacts at this time,
the BLM reserves the right to amend this protest as other issues develop and as
additional studjes provide further information. ’

The Bureay isg Preparing notices of PWRs within the area of protest. These notices
will be hased only on the needs appropriate under PWR-107 and will be sent to
the State Water Engineer over the next several months prior to adjudicatiaen.





