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REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

This Application is one of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trivt secking woapprepriale over 813,000 acre-leet of ground water Tor mapi il ase wetlun
the service area of the District in Clark County. Diversion and export of such o guantsy of
water will dower e static water level in this basin, wall adversely witect the dieiity ol
remaining ground water and will further threalen springs, secds and phreatophiyies whick
provide water and habilat eritical to e survival of wildlife, grazing livestock and olher sur-
lace arca cxisling uscs,

The appropriaiion of this water when added la the already approved appropriations and dedi-
cated users in s basin will exeeed the safe yield of the basin. Appropriniion and use of
lhis magnitwde witl lower the wader table and degrade the guality of waler from exisling
wells, cause negative hydraulic pradient influences, further cause other nepauve impacts
and will adversely affeel existing rights adverse 1o the public inlerest.

This Application is one of over 140 applications filed by Lhe Tas Vepas Valley Waler Dis-
trict seeking a combined appropriation of over 860,000 acre-fect of ground and surface
water for muaicipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artestan Basin,  Diversion and exparl of
such a quantily of water will deprive the county and area of origin of the waler needed for
ils environment and cconomic well being and will unnecessarily desiroy environmental,
ccological, scenic and recreational values that the State holds in trust for all its citizens.

The granling or approving of the subject Apptication in the absence of comprehensive plan-
ning, including but not fimited (o environmental impact consideralions, socioecanomic -
pact considerations, and waler resource plan consideration for the geaerad Tas Vegas Valley
area such as has been required by the Public Service Commission of priviile purveyors of
waler, is detrimentyl to e public welfaze and inferest.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehcnsive water
resource development planning, including but not limited o, environmental tmpacts
socipeconomic impacts, and fong lerm impacts on the water resource, threatens 1o prove
detrimental (0 the public interest.

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would be detrimental to the
public interest in that it individually and cumulatively with other appiications of the water
cxploration project would:

a. Likely jeopardize the continued existence of endangered and threatened species
recognized under the Endangered Species Act and relaied state statutes:

b. Prevent or tterlere with the conservation of those threatened or endangered species;

c. Take or harm those endangered species; and

d. Interfere with the purpose for which the Federal lands are managed under Federal

statutes Inctuding, but cot linited to, the Federat Land Use Pulicy Act of (975,

The approvad of the subject Application will sanction and enhiance the siilful waste of water
atlowed, if not cncouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Waler Disiriet,

The subject Application secks Lo develop the water resources of, and Iranspart waler Across,
lands of e United States under the jurisdictian af the United States Depintment of Interior,
Burcas of Land Management. This Application should be denied buciuse the 1as Vegas
Valley Waler District [as nol oblained right-or-way for water developiest on pubhic lands
and the iransportation of waler from the proposed point of diversion o the sersice area of
the Las Vegas vallcy Wier District in Clark County.

This Application sheuld be denicd because it individunlly and comulatively will incrvase the
waste of water and lack of effective conservation effortsin the [as Vigas Valley Water Dis-
rict service areq.

The Las Vepas Valley Waler District lacks the financial capability ol trassporting water un-
der the subject permit as a prerequisite 1o putting the water to benelend e and accord-

gly, the subject Application shuuld be denied.
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The above-referenced Application should be denied because the agplication faily to . Ll
the statutorily required:

a. Description of propased works;

b. The estimaled cost of such works;

c. The estimated time required to construct the works and the estinicd time required
to complete the application of water ta beneficial use: and

d. The approximate number of persons to be seeved and the approainiite futire require-
ment,

The subject Application should be denied because it individually and conmilatively wilh
other Applicaticns will exceed the safe yield of this basin thereby wdversely allfeching
phreatophytes and create air contamination and air pollation in viohition of Soie ol
Federal Stilutes, including but nol limiled to, the Clean Air Adt aml Cliapter 133 ol (he
Nevada Revised Statutes.

This Applicalion cznnot be granted hecause the applicandt has failed o provide infurnintion
10 enabie the State Engineer 1o grant Ihe public interest properly. This Appiwcition and s
lated applications associated with this major withdrawal out of 1he basin tesfer project v
not properly be determined withoul an independent, formal and pubbicly reviewulife dsuess-
mend of:

a. cumulative impacts of the proposed extractions;
b. mitigation measures that will reduce the impacis of (lie proposed extractions;
c. allernitives to the proposed extraclions, including Lut not limited 1o, the allernatives

of no extraction and mandatory and effective waler conservation in the 1.¥VWi
service area,

The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as though fully set forth herein and
adopts as its own, each and every ather pralest to the aforemeationed applications Hivd P
suant t0 NRS 533,365,

In as much as a water extraction and trans-basin conveyance project of Uis magnilude has
never been considered by the State Engineer, it is therefore impossible to e it
patential adverse affects without further study,  Accordinply, the protestinl reserves the
right to amend (he subject protest 10 include such issues as they develop as o resull ol dur-
ther study.
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