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PROTEST

The Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club protests water rights
application number 54014, in White Fing County, Nevada,
Spring Valley Basin, filed by the Las Vegas VYalley Walter
District. The water rights should be denisd based on the
following provisions.

1. The appropriation of this water when added to the
already approved appropriations and sxisting uses in the
Virgin River Rasin will sxceed the annual recharge and
safe vield of the basin. Appropriation and use in this
smagnitudes will sanction water mining and lowsr the stati
wabter level which will degrade Lthe aiﬁfy and guality of

ater in the Spring VYalley Wash whlch will sffect the
resarvoir and streams of Great Basin National FPark, Echo
Carvon Reservoir, Eagle Valley Reservoir, and Schiroeder
Raservoir.

2. This application ig omg of the applications Ffiled
by the Las Vegas Valley Water Disgtrict seeking a combined
apprapriations of over 500,000 acre—Ffest of ground and
surfacs water primarily for municipal use in Clark County.
Diversion and export of such a guantity of watsr will
deprive the arsa of origin of water neesded to protect and
ernhance its environment and scormomic well being, and ths
diversion will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ecological, scenic and recreational valuss that ths state
Bolds in trust for &ll its citizens.

“ in the cumulative ar=as besing protested, thes Las
gasz Fly Fisting Club has contributed in gxcesszs of

Sy 000, theouwgh voluntesr time and personal expenses;
ub Furds:; Southwest Council, Federation of Fly Fishers
nogsy and private donations of materials to improve fish
d related hakitat in the affected areas. Thiz was done
¢othe public intsrest and to protect the fragile water
ces in the effected aresas. The Las Yegas Valley
rict’s mining of these regsowrces Will negate the
il and fFish habitat benefits provided throug
mbary contributions undsr Mevada Dspartment
directsd projects.
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4, In a report dated June 77,1990, the Reno Fiel
tion of the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service listed
agecmeﬁ as Endangsred or Threatensd and four speciszs
candidates for Endangered or Threatened status. The
endangerment or threat caused by degrading the watsr
guality and/or guantity of this basin will extarnd the
threat to any species that depends on the suistent
habitat. Therefore, no additioral water cam be mined from
the area.
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Frotest of Application §3014& Fages 2

Z. The granting or appraving of the subject
application in the absence of comprehensive planning,
including but not limited to environmental impact
considerations, copst coansiderations, scocio—sconomic
considerations, and a water ressouwrce plan (such as
required by the Fublic Service Commission of private
purvevors of water) ftor the Las Yegas Valley Water
Digtrict service area iz detrimental to the public welfare
and interest.

é4. The granting or approval of the above referencad
application would be detrimental to the public interest in
that i, individually and together with the other
applicatians of the Las Vegas Valley Water District
importation project, would:

&, Likely jeppardize the continued exisitence of
endangered amnd threaterned speciss recognized under Zhe
fadaral bEndangered Species Act and related state statutss.
Two speciss of trowt have become extinct and four ooher
species of trout are candidates for sztinction in khe
state of Ngvada. The public interest will not be served
it the state sllows any more species of fish to become

sxtinet.

. Fiavent or interfere with the conservation ofF
thnse Threatened or Endangered speciss.

c. Take or harm those Threatened or Endarngered
SHECIES. '

7. The approval of subjesct application will sancticon
and ancourane the willful waste of water that has been
aliowed, if not encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water
District. Far gxample, in March of 1970, vandals tampered
with an automatic watering system in ths gresn belt
oetween Crame Lake and Bwan River roades on Lake Mortnh
] the Las U@gaﬁ suibdivision known as the Lakes.
amage included broken valves and sprinklers which
@ and reported to the Las vmga: Valley Water

Triday night. The l.as Yegas Valley water
tative at the emsrgency phans “udf=r sald
 in the aresa was not their resconsib i
know who to call. Ths person g
= &l ociher unsuccesstul stlempis
i wnchecksed into the strest fo
onday morning. it was apoarsnt from
svan Lthough technically ths watmr dist
vad, their lack of concern and failurs
dan demonstrated theiv policy fTowards was
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Protest of Application %4016 Fage 3

8. The above referenced water rights, individually
and cumulatively with other applications of the water
import project, will perpetuate and may increase the
inefficient use of water and frustrate efforts at water
demand management in the in the Las Vegas Valley Water
District service arsa.

?. Previous and current conservation programs
instituted by the Las Vegas Valley Water district are
ingffective public relations—~oriented efforts that are
unlikely to achieve substantial water savings. Fublic
policy and public interest considerations should preclude
the negative environmental and socio-economic Cconseguences
of the propossed transfer of water resources on areas of
origin when the potential water importer has failad to
make a good-faith effort to efficiently use curvently
available supplies.

10. Therefore, The Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club, on
behalt of the public good of all Nevada citizens and on
behalf of the disastrous consequences on fish habitat that
approval would have, requests that the above referenced
water rights application be denied and that the arder be
entered by the state engineer to protect this water
resource in perpetuity from watsr rights applications not
in the public intersst and detrimental to sound
conservation practices. In addition, The Las Vegas Fly
Fishing Club incorporates by reference as though fully set
farth herein and adopts as its own, each and every other
protest to the aforementioned application filed pursuant
to NRE 333.365.




