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PROTEST

The Las VYegas Fly Fishing Club protests water rights
apnlication number 54015, in White Fine County, Nevada,
Spring Valley Basin, filed by the Las Vegas Valley Waler
District. The water rights should be denied based on the
following provisions.

i. The appropriation of this watsr when added to the
already approved appropriations and existing usss in the
Virgin River Basin will exceed the annual recharge and

" s 3 - - e 9 % 4- 3 =
ROR LAY IR B BRI NG ANy Tawer the static
water level which will degrade the quaﬁﬁ{y and guality of
water in tha Spring Vallesy Wash which will effect the
raservoir and streams of Great Basin National Park, Echo
Lanyon Ressrvoilr, Eagle Vallevy Reservoir, and Schroeder
Ressrvoilr.

2. This application is one of the applications filed
by the Las Yegas Valley Water Distrizt seeking a combined
appropriations of over B00,000 acre-feet of ground and
surface water primarily for municipal uwse in Clark County.
Civersion and export of such a guantity of water will
deprive the arpa of origin of water needed to protsct and
snharce itz snvironment and sconomic well being, and the
diversion wiil umnecessarily destroy environmental,
ecelogical, scenic and recreational values that the state
Molds in trust for all its citizens.

Z. In the cunulative ar=zas being protested, the Las
Vegas Fly Fishing Club has contributed in excess of
150, 000, through volunteer time and personal sHpenses;
club funds: Scuthwest Council, Federation of Fly Fishers
Ffunds: and private donations of materials to improve fish
and related habitat in the affected arsas. This was done
£ the public interest and to protect the fragila walter
recsnurces in the effectsd areas. Tha Las Vegas Valley
Water District’s mining of these rescurces will negate the
recreational and fisgh habitat bernefits provided through
thase voluntary coantributions under Mevada Deparimesnt

wiidlife dirsct=d proj=scts.

2. Inm a report dated June 7,1990, the Reno Field "
Station of the U.S. Fisk armd Wildlifs Service listec aéiﬁg
spEciss as Endangered or Thireatensd and four speciss as
candidates for Endangsved or Threatensd status. The
ardangerment o threat rcaused by degrading the water
guality and/or guantity of this basin will sxitsnd ths
threat to any species that depsnds on Lhe existent
Rabitat. Therefore, noc additional water can bs minsd From
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Z. The granting ov approving of the subjsct
application in the absence of comprshensive planning,
including but not limited to envircnmental impact
considerations, cost considerations, socio-sconomic
considerations, and a water resource plan (such as
reguired by the Public Service Commission of private
purveyors of water) for the Las Vegas Valley Water
District service area is detrimental to the public welfare
and interest.

H. The granting or approval of the above referanced
application would be detrimental to the public interest in
that it, individually and together with the other
applications of the Las Vegas Yalley Water District
importation project, would:

a. Likely jeopardize the continued existence
e
1

endangered and threatensed species recognized under th
faderal Endangered Spegies Act and related state statules.
Two species of trout have become axtingt and four other
species of trout are candidates for extinction in Lhe
ziate of PMevada. The public intarsst will not be s=rvad
if the state allows any more species of fizh to bscoms

b. PBrevent or interfers with the conservation of
those Threatened or Endangersd speocies.
. Take ar harm Lthose Threaternsd or Endangered
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7. The approval of subjesct application will sanction

and sncourage the wiliful waste of water that has been
allowed, if not encouraged, by the Laz Yegas Valley Water
Digtrict., For example, in March of 1270, vandals tampered
with an automatic watering systsm in the grsen belt
betwean Crane Lake and Swan River roads on Lake North
Drive in the Las Vegas subdivisian known as the Lakes.

The damage included broken valves and sprinklers which
were zeen and reported to the Las Vegas Valley dWater
District on Friday night. The Las VYegas Yalley Water
Diztrict repressntative at the emergency phone number said
Lhat the wster in the area was not their res pm1 'D'llhr
rd thay did not know who to call. Tha peraon poeh L
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2 damage made several other unsucressful attempts 1o get
Malp. The water ram unchecked into the strest for &2
Mours wntil Monday marning. It was apmqrenh from tha
responss that svan though technically 2 watar districh
W oot Linvolved, their lagck of concern aﬁm failurs Lo

any action demnonstrated their policy towards washs of
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8. The above referenced water rights, individually
cand cunulatively with other applications of the water
import project, will perpetuats and may incr2ase the
inefficient use of water and Ffrustrate efforts at water
demand management in the in the Las Yegas Valley Watar
District service ars=a.

Z. Previods and current conssrvation programs
instituted by the Las Vegas Yalley KWater distirict are
ineffective publis relations-oriented efforts that are
unlikely to achieve substantial water savings. Fublic
policy and public interest congiderations shouwld preclude
the negative esnvironmental and socio-=conomic ConsSequences
of the proposed transfer of water resources on aresas of
grigin when the potential water importer has Failed to
make a good-faith effort to efficiently use currently
available supplies.

10. Therefore, The Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club, on
behalf of the public good of all Nevada citizens and on
behalf of the disastrous consequences on fish habitat that
approval would have, requests that the above referenced
water rights application be denied and that the order be
entered by the state engineer to protect this water
resource in perpetuity from water rights applications not
in the public interest and detrimental to sound
conservation practices. In addition, The Las Vegas Fly
Fishing Club incorporates by reference as though fully set
forth herein and adeopts as its own, each and every other
protest to the aforementiconed application filed pursuant
to NRS 533.365.




