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PROUTEST

The Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club protests water rights
application number S4010, in White Fins County, Nevada,
Spring Valley Basin, filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water
District. The water rights shouwld be denied based on the
following provisions.

1. The appropriation of this water when added to the
already approved appropriations and existing uses in the
Virgin River Basin will exceed the annual recharge and
sate vield of the bagin. Appropriation and use in this
magnitude will sanction water mining and lower the static
water level which will degrade the qunﬂE{Y and gquality of
water in the Spring Valley Wash which will effect the
reservoir and streams of GBreat Basin National Fark, Echo
Canyon Reservoir, Eagle Valley Reservoir, and Schrosder
Reservolr.

2. This application is one of the applications filed
by the Las Yegas Valley Water District seeking a combined
appropriations of over 800,000 acre—fest of ground and
surface water primarily for municipal use in Clark County.
Diversion and axport of such a guantity of water will
degrive the area of origin of water needed to protect and
enfance its environment amd sconomic well being. and the
Hiversion will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
srological, scenic and recresational valuss that the state
folde im Lrust For all its citizens.

. Im the cumulative areas being protested, the Las
Yegas Fly Fishing Club has contributed in excess of
FLE50, 300, through volunteer time and psrsonal sHpeEnses:
elub Ffunds; Southwest Counzil, Federation of Fly Fishers
fundsy anmd privats domations of materials to improve fish
and related habitat in the affected arsas. This was dang
for the public interest and to protsct the fragile water
resources in the effected areas. The Las Vegas Valley
Water District™s mining of these rescources will negate ths
recreational and Fish habitat bernetits provided through
these voluntary contributions under Mevada Department of
Wildlife directed projects.

4. In a report dated Jurns 7.,19790, the Reno FiEldeme.
Station of the U.B. Fish amd Wildlife Service listad weswee
speciess as Endangersd or Threatensd and four speciss =
candidates Ffor Endangered or Threatened status. The
sndangerment or threat causesd by degrading the watsr
guality and/or guantity of this basin will extend the
thrzat to any speciss that depends on the exzistent

Tat. Theretors, no additional water can be minsd $rom
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. The granting or approving of the subjisct
application in the absence of comprehensgive planning,
including but not limited to envivormental impact
considerations, cost considevraticns, socig-economis
considerations, and a water resource plan (such as
regquired by the Public Bervice Commission of privaie
pUurveyore of water’) for the Las Vegas Valley Water
Digtrict service area is detrimental to the public welfars
and interest.

&. The granmting or approval of the above referenced
application would be detrimental to the public interest in
that it, individually and together with ths other
applications of the Las Vegas Yalley Water Disterict
importation project, would:

a. Likely jecpardize the continued existence of
endangerad and threatened species recognized undsr the
fedaral Endangered Species Act and related state statutes.
Twn species of trout have become extinct and four other
species of trout are candidates for extinction in the
state of Nevada. The public interest will not be ssrved
if the state alliows any more species of fish to become
sextinct.

h. Frevent or interfere with the conservation of
those Threatsned or Endangered speECies.

. Take or harm those Threatensd or Endangered
SpEClEs.

7.  The approval of subject application will sarnction

and snoourage the willful waste of water thalt has begen
gzllowad, i¥ not encouraged, by the Las Vegas VYalley Water
igtrict. For example, in March of 1999, vandals tampered
with an automatic watering system in the green belt
batwesrn Crane Lake and Swan River roads on Lake Morth
Drive in the Las Vegas subdivision known as the Lakes.
The damage included broken valves and sprinklers which
wers azan and reported to the Las VYesgas Valley Water
District on Friday night. The Las Yegas Yalley Water
District repregentative at the emergency phone number said
that the water in the orea was not their responsibility
ard they did net krow who to call. The person reporting
the damage made several other unsuccessful attempts to get
help. The water ram unchecked into the street for 42

hows uwntil Monday morning. It was apparent from the
resnonse that even though technically the water district
was not invoived, their lack of concern and Failure to

any action demonstrated their policy towards waste of
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8. The above referenced water rights, imndividually
and cumulatively with other applicatiocns of the water
import project, will perpetuate and may increase the
inefficient use of watesr and Ffrustrate efforts at water
demand management in the in the Las Vegas Yallsy Water
District service area.

7. Previoug and current conssrvation programs
instituted by the Las Vegas Valley Water district are
inaeffective public relations-oriented efforts that are
wnlikely to achieve substantial water savings. Fublic
policy and public imterest considerations should pracldds
the negative envivronmental and sogcig-scornomic conssEguences
of the proposed tranmsfer oFf water respurcss on areas of
origin when the potential water importer has failed to
mabke a good-faith effort tg efficiently uwse curvrently
available supplies.

10. Therefore, The Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club, on
behalf of the public good of all Nevada citizens and on
behalf of the disastrous conseguences on fish habitat that
approval would have, requests that the above referenced
water rights application be denied and that the order be
entered by the state engineer to protect this water
resource in perpetuity from water rights applications not
in the public interest and detrimental to sound
conservation practices. In addition, The Las Vegas Fly
Fishing Club incorporates by reference as though fully set
forth herein and adopts as its own, each and every other
protest to the aforementicned application filed pursuant
to NRS S533.3635.




