IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Numser. 53987

L I
Fuepgy. L3S Vegas Valley Water District PROTEST

oN October 17 19.89 . APPROPRIATE THE

Warers oF...__Underground i

Comesnow__Y.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Printed or typed zame af protesiant
L whose post affice address is__. 1002 _NE_Holladay Street, Portland, OR 97232-4181
' Street Mo, or PO EBox, Clty, State and Zip Code

i i ] iTd1if d their habit.
whose occupation is conservah_g_q_, protection, and enhancement of fish, ragmgll,;mgstaszt € §ranting

of Application Number.._. 53987 . filed on October 17 1989
by Las Vegas Valley Water District

Prineed or typed name of applicam

waters of __Nderground situated in____ Lincoln
Underground or name of stream, iake, spring or ariwr source

Lo appropriate the

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following Brounds, to wit:
See Attached

Denied
(Denied, issued subject o priar fights, etc., as the case may de)

"y
THEREFORE the protes;{gm TequeRs that the appiication be

3
and that an order be entered for such relief as the Siate Engineer deems just and proper.

“ Smnedﬁmxm

Agent of protesiant
Marvin L. Plenert, Regional Director

U.S. Fish and WYT8Yvee ewismm
Addrass_ 1632 ﬁE Holladay Sg?w

Street Mo, or PO Box No.
Portland, OR 97232-4181

City, State und Zip Code Mo.

Vina 'l TH

¢ Notary Public i

State of Oregon

County of . Multnomah

WW% N

‘ 310 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE.
—_—
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The "underground Source" of the water proposed tg ?e appropriated by Lyvup

will intercept the source of the water that now maintains the numerous

The Service’s mission is tg conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, and
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the Americap People. In soythern
Nevada, the Service manages foupr National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) :

*  Ash Meadows NWR. This refuge was established in June 1984 and comprises
approximately 23,500 acres of spring-fed wetlands and alkaline desert
uptands that Provide habitat for numerous plants ang animals found

* Desert Nationa] Wildlife Range. Thig refuge was established in 1936 and
encompasses gver 2,200 square miles. The most important objective is
Perpetuating the desert bighorn sheep and jts habitat, Dependab]e,
Year-round water sources Tocated throughout bighorn habitat enable the
sheep to yse all available habitat which reduces competition for food,

»  Moapa NWR. This refuge was established in 1979 to secure habitat for
the Moapa dace, an endangered minnow endemic to the headwaters of the
Muddy River, Historically, the dace was Common throughout the
headwaters of the Muddy River but in the last decade Populations have
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. Pahranagat NWR. This refuge was established ip 1964 to provide a
stopping point for waterfow) and other migratory birds as they migrate
South in the fa1] and back north in the early spring. These waterfow)
are attracted by the refuge’s 5, 389 acres of marshes, open water, native
grass meadows, and cultivated croplands, The refuge is the home of the
endangered ba)q eagle and five Candidate species.

These foyr southern Nevads refuges Support migratory birds, endangered ang
threatened species, and other plant and wildljfe species. Loss of sufficient
watgr supply to the refuges woyld eliminate op degrade critica)l wildlife

threatened Species, and othep wildlife the refuges have been established tg
Protect. This would defeat the VEry purposes of the refuges and interfere
With the Service’s mandated responsibilities under the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, 16 U.5.¢ § 703 et 3€q., (MBTA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of
1973, 16 U.S.C. 153) et seq., among other federa] laws. Reducing the refuges’
water supply through approval of the applications could also constitute
violations of the ESA ang MBTA.

and plants , , . "are of aps
recreational and scientify
threugh enactment 6f the Endangered Species Act, has clearly expressed 3

national public interest in Preserving endangered ang threatened plant and
animal species. - =

! ;
The Service 21s0 has watep rights fop surface and groung water at each of the
four southern Nevada National Wildlife Refuges. Approval of the applications

would significant}y reduce the water available at the refuges and injure the
Service’s water rights,

The Fish ang Wildlife Service strongly urges the State Engineer to undertake a
comprehensive study of the environmenta] impacts to southern Nevada that the
withdrawing of approximately 860,000 acre-feet of water, the amount applied
for by the Las Vegas Valley Water District, would have on the hydro]ogical?y

connected basins ip this area of the state prior to approving any of the
applications.




