IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF AppLICATION Numzser _ 53987 |
FILED BY V ley Water Di ,

on___October 17 » 1989, To ArrROPRIATE THE
WATERS OF Underground Sourceg

} PROTEST

whose post office address is 10 ill, Nev 1

Strwst Ne. o P. 0, Bax, Clty, Siais aod Zip Code

whose occupation is mwmmm and protests the granting

of Application Number ___ 53087 , filed on October 17 . 1989

by __the Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Pricted or typed name of appicant

Wwaters of Under ground Sources situated in Lincoln
Unsdaryroun or name of strwum, faks, Bpting of sther source

County, State of Nevada, for the following regsons and on the following grounds, to wit:

REFORE th t licati DE
THE RE the protestant requests that the application be pﬁ{E“Dwm.wuu,m.uhmwm

mdtha!morderbemteredforsuchmﬁefutheShleEngineerdeemjuamdpmper
s Aguwl or pratasinnt

Name _____Marcia Forman, Agent
Privied

o [yped name, If agent

Address B. Q. Box 150

Sizest No. or P. 0. Bouw Nia.

Addregs Ely’. Nevada 89301

Clty, Sale wnd Zip Code Ne,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5 day of July 19 90,

$10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE
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REASONS_AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

The granting of this application, in conjunction with any
other applications filed by the lLasg Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict in this basin, wiii impair, conflict and interfere
with all existing water rights, sources and uses,

a. It will adversely affect the economic welfare of all
farms and ranches.

b. It will destroy the environmental balance by eliminat-
ing the natural surface moistures angd reducing the
humidity levels which creates the natural growing en-
vironment of the surrounding areas, thereby destroying
the grazing lands, wetlands and farm lands,

c. It will halt all potential agricultural growth.

d. It wilil destroy each agricultural operation because
they will be unable to continue to operate or expand.

Eastern Nevada has had severe drought conditions for the
past three (3) Years which has creategq the following
hardships an all cattlemen:

a. The grazing areas do not have sufficient feed to sup-
port the cattle.

b. The surface waters are insufficient for irrigation andg
stockwatering.

c. The water tables are lowering making it very difficult
and expensive to Pump any water,

d. The cattiemen will have to cut their herds, which af-
fects the economic welfare of @veryone within the state
of Nevada, especially the Surrounding communitjes.

If the drought Creates this many hardships, the continual
removal of the periennial yield by the ras Vegas Valley
Water District wrIry destroy all ranching operations asg well
as the whole environment of each basin,

There are different flow systems that underlie the State of
Nevada. "Thege flow systems 1ink the ground water beneath
many of the hydrolgic basing over distances greater than 200
miles. The implications of this linkage are immense. While
the water taken from a basin may be within the perennial
Yield of that basin, areas as far away as 200 miles may ex-
Perience drawdown, and the negative impacts associated with
this pPhenomenon {(Intertech Consultants, Ine. 1990).

Clark County mnusgt 9row only within the limits of their
natural resources or the environmental and socioceconomic
balance of the State of Nevada will he destroyed,

The State Engineer must consider all of the future environ-
mental and socioceconomic ramifications of the trans-basin
transfer of ground waters in order to protact the State of
Nevada by not allowing these transfers,

The State Engineer has a responsibility to all of the people
of Nevada ang must consider all adverse affectg which the

granting of thega applications witi have on all areas in the
State of Nevada.
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REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROT EST

This Application is one ol over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis.
Irict sceking (o aprroprinlc over 810,000 acre-feet of ground waler for municipal yse Wwithin
the service arca o the District in Ciark County. Diversion and export of such g Quantity of
water will lower (e static water level in this basin, wil] adversely affect the qualit _of
remaining ground water and will further threaten springs, seeds and phrea!oplylu which

provide walcr and habitat critical 1o the survival of wildlife, grazing livestock an
face arca cXisting useg,

The appropriation of this watcr when added o the already approved appropriations and ded;-
caled users in this basip will exceed the safe Yieid of the basin, Appropriation and use of
this magnitude wi)| lower (he water (able and degrade the quality of water from existing
wells, cause negative hydraylic gradient influcnces, fuﬂ}.ter‘ cause other negative impacty
and wil] adversely affect existing rights adverse to the public interest,

This Application is oite of over 140 3 lications filed by the Las Vegas Valie Water Diy-
Irict scg ing a combineg appmprialior::p of over 860,000 acre-feet of grl?undy and surface
water for municipal use in (he Las Vegas Vailey Artesian Basin, Diversion and export of
such a quantity of waler wil) deprive the cnunlg and area of origin of the waler n ed for
its environment ang cconomic wel) being and will unnecessanly destro environmental,

ccoiogical, scenic angd recreational values ihat the State holds in trust for all its citizens,

The granting or approving of {he subject Application in the abscnce_ of comp.reh:nsive‘ plan-

ning, inchuding but noy limited to environmental impact consideralions, socioeconomic im-

Pact considerations, and waler resource ]EIan consideration for the general Las Vegas Valley
blic §

arca such as has been required by the Pyblic § ervice Commission of private purveyors of
waler, is detrimentai 1o (he Public weifare and interest,

The Branting or approvin of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive water
Fesource developmeny planning, including by not limited to, environmental Impacts

. Socioeconomic impacts, and long term impacts on the waler resource, threatens o prove

detrimental 1o 1he public interese.

The granting or approval of the abové-rel‘erenced Application would be detrimental to the

Public inmterest in thag it individually and cumulatively with other applications of the water
exploration Project woulg:

& Likely jeopardize the continged existence of endangered and threatened species
recognized under the Endangered Specics Act and related state Statutes;

c. Take or harm those cndangered species; and

d. Interfere with e Eurpose for which (he Federal lands are managed under Federal
statuics including, bul not limited to, the Federal Land Use Policy Act of 1976,

The approvat of (he subject Application wij sanction and enhance the willful waste of water
allowed, if nyy cicouraged, by the Lag Vegas Vallcy Water District.

‘The snl;jr.‘c! Application seeks i dcvelop the waler resources of, and transport water across,
lands of the Uniteg Staics under the jurisdiction of the Uniled States Department of Inierior,
Burcau of [.ang Management, This Application should pe denied because the Lag Ve

Valley Waier District has not obtained rght-or-way for water development on public lands

and the transportation of Waler from the propgsed point of diversion tg the service area of
the Lag Vegas Valley Water District in Clark County.

This Application should be denied because jt individually ang cumulalively will increase the

WAsIe of water and Jack of effective Conservation efforts in the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis.
trict service arca, ’

The [.ag chns Vallcy Water District Jacks the financial capability of tmr:?)oning water un-

der the Sllb_]m:.‘l permit ag a prerequisile to pulting the water 1o beneficial use and accord-
mgly, the subject Application should be denicd.

{ over )
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The above-referenced Application shoulq be denied becayse the application fajls 1o include
the statutorify Fequired:

a, Description of Proposed works:

b. The eslimated cost of such works;

c The estimated: time regquired to constrycy the works and the estimated fime required
o complete the applicalion of waler o beneficial use; and

d. The approximate number of persons 1o be served and the approximate futare require-
ment,

The subject Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively wiy,
other Applicaiions will exceed the safe yield of (hig basin thercby adversely af] eCling
phreatophytes ang Create air contamination and air poliution in violation o, State and
Federal Statutes, including but n limited to, the Clean Air Act ang Chapter 445 of gl
Nevada Revised Statutes, "

This Application cannot be grantad because the applicant has fajled 10 provide information

lo enable (he Siaqe Engineer 1o grant the public jnyerest Properly. This Appiication and re-

lated applicationg associated with thig major withdrawaj oy of the basin (ransfer project can

0ot properly be determined without an independent, forma and publicly-reviewabla assesy

ment

a. cumulative impacts of the preposed extractions;

b. mitigation measures that will reduce the impacts of (he Proposed extractions;

c. alternatives (o (he proposed exiractions, including but ot limited 10, (he alternatives
of no extraction and mandatory and effective water conservalion in the Lvvwn
service area,

The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference ag though fully set forth herein - |

adopts ag jig own, each and every other protest to the aforementioned applications filey fd
Suant fo NRS 533,365,
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