IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

i

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nuuper .._5..%2.{37

Fiep pv. 88 _Vegas Valley Water District

PROTEST

on. October 17, |9___§?_, TO APPROPRIATE THE

Wartens op___Underground Well

Comes now....J: 8. Government, Bureau of Lang Management
Printed or typed name of protesiang
whose post office address is._Star Route 5, Box 1, Ely, Nevada 89301
Street Mo, o1 P.0, Box, Civy, State snd Zip Code
whose occupation is... 20nd Management Agency

of Application Mumber 33967 , filed on, October 17,

» and protests the granting

1982

by Las Vegas Valley Water District 10 appropriate the
Underground Source Well) Printed or typed name of applicant
wat:rsgr T. 6 N., R.( 3 E., Sec. 22, sWiNwk Lincoln

Underground or asme gf siream, hke, spring of other tource

situated in

County, State of Mevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit

Seg¢ Attachment for Application #53987

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be. DEF H 3))
(Denied, lssucd subjeet 1o priow rights, cic.. a3 the case Y be)
and that an order be entered for such relicf as the Siate Engincer deems just and proper.

Signed. ... .

488 OF prolestan]

A
Kenneth G, Walker, Districe Manager

Printed or typed name, if agent

3R 5, Box 1

Address
Stteet No, or P.0Q, Box No.
Ely, Nevada 89301
Ciry. State and Zip Code No,
Subscribed and sﬁorn 1o before me (his_2nd day of,.. July 19...?.9..
(o T
Notary Publie
% BINJAMIN E. COPE Stateof...... J/ 2 el
Y Notary Pustic: G of Novada . . .
mﬁgp‘c%"&" 9, 1904 County of Pk e s jvﬁ-vf-&
1 L j

nﬁ $10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTENT, PROTEST M UNT BE FILED 1IN DUPLICATE,
ALL COPIES susT CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE,

1 S il rviad & 0y




ATTACHMENT FOR FILING #S3987

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM}, United States Department af the Interiar
has been directed by Longress through law to protect and manage certain publ:ic
lands of the Unites States. Specifically, Congress instructed the BLM in tre
Federal Land Policy and Management act (FLPMA} ", . _that management he on the
basis of multiple use and sustained yield...public lands he managed in a manner
that will grotect the quality of scientific, scenic, historical, ececiaogical,
ervironmental, air and atmaspheric, water resqurce, and archeological valuesy
that, where appropriate, will preserve and protect certain public lands in their
Natural condition; that will provide food and habitat for fish and wildlife and
domestic animals; and that will orovide for outdoar recreation and human
gccupancy and use,,. "

The multiple uses mentianed in FLPMA include, but are nnot limited, to recreation,
range, timber, minerals, watershed, wildlife and fish, and natural scenic,
scientific and historical values.

In addition tg FLPMA, the Taylor Grazing Act, The Recreation and Public Purpocos
Act, The Wild and Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act, The Endangered Species Act,
The Public Rangelands Improvement Act, The Water Rescurces #ct, and various gthe-
laws give the BLM the authority to manage the public lands and their various
resources s& that they are uttlized in the combination tnat will best meet tre
present and future needs of the 4merilcan peonle.

The application ot the Las Vegas Valley Water bistrict (LVVWD) to the State
Enginreer of Nevada to appropriate water on BLM administered land,if approveq,
will prave to hbe detrimental to the public interest by eliminating the €apability
to fulfill tre legislated management responsibilities and is being protested
under MRS 533.345. ) ‘

SPECIFIC IMPACTS FROM APPLICATION #53987

There are thirteen {13) waters that could be potentially impacted if this
application is granted. The demand which the BLM has recognized on these walters
where the HLM has a responsibility tg manage 1s: () 7300 AUMs for deer, 2} 40
AlMs for antelope, 3) 72 aurs for olk, 4) 2177 auns for livestock. The tatal
AUM demand is 2309, In addition two candidate T/E (category 2} species would be
impacted by this application. They are the ferruginous hawk (3 nest sites) ard
the Frasera gyniscola plant.

Of these 13 waters deer use 13, antelope use 1, elk use 3 and livestock use 4,
The ability of the BLM to meet this demand will be 1mpaired by the granting aof
an apprupriation tp LYUVWD;s theretare, the granting af this application will ko
detrimental to the public interest,

CUMULATIVE AFFECTS OF APPLICATION H53987

1. Application number 53987 in cenjunction with application 53988 will withdraw
11,583 acre feet (AF) of water if Pumping occurs at the rates applied for,
24 hours per day, 345 days per year. This withdrawal rate is only 2,417 aF
Per year less than occurs through natural recharge from precipitation within




the drainage area of the Cave Yalley hrdrographic area. Also, grauntwater
withirawal from the Cave Vallaey ydregraphic area will reduce the undergruuny
flow from the Cave Valley hydrographic area to the White River hydrugraphic
area by approximaltely B3, and & slow but continuous decline in groundwater
levels will occur. According ta Pettinger (1789) the perennial yield of an
agulfer is the quantity of water which can be extracted for use each year
without depleting the groundwatler resgrvoir, The perennial yield is no
greater than the total rate aof flow through the agquifer ang is probably less
{Dettinger 1989). Applications 33987 and 53988 are located to intercept and
prevent the underground flow of 11,583 AF of the 14,000 AF from Cave Valley
hydrograpghic area tg the Ynite River hydrographic area. There is an artesian
spring lacated in T. 10 N.vB. A3 E. and 1f the applied for amount ig pumped ,
the flow af the Spring will be decreased or eliminated. Because uf theece
impacts and others not tdentifiable at this time, the granting of this
application will be detrimental to the public interest,

2. The cumulatijve tmpact of application %3987 in conjunction with 53988 will have
a negative impact by reducing flows to the lower end of Cave Valley Wash any
attecting riparian habitat in this area. Reduction in interbasin flows will
result in long-ternm hegative impacts tg Flag Springs that has been designated
as critical habitat faor the White River spinedace which is listed as a
threatened and endangered species under the Threatened and Endangered Spacieg
Aot According to the United States Fish and Wilolife service, there will
alsc be negative impacts to spring, marsh and riparian habitat which will
negatively affact Frasera grpsicola, a category +two candidate spercios.
Because of these Impacts and others nat identifiable at this time, tne
granting of this application wiil he detrimental to the public. interest.

fill, Estimates of the thickness of this Ione ranges from the surface to
several hundred feet, Jue to the férmation's gererally unconsolidated
nature, the role of the groundwater mass in support of the valley fill may
be significant. Removal of groundwater by this application and the
Cumulative affeects of Sroundwater removal by those mentigned above will
likely inguce contractips, subsidence, and failure of the structural
inteqrity of the valley floar, Crack formation and subduction gf normally
ephemeral surface waters will siqnificantly alter the area’'s ecosystem.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MANDATORY

At this time, there is 1nsufficient information avallable tn campletely
analyze ang determine the full impacts to the various resources that the BLM
1s responsible tg protect and mandge. The actual impacts of the pumping of
this wel] in cenjunction with the cumulative impacts of the Las Vegas Valley
Water Districts” other nroposed wells cannot be fully determined until
sufficient data has peen tallected ang analyzed.

applications. If an analysis has been done, it has not been made available to
the public and affected parties, and the failure to do so is not in the public
interest as per NRS 333.370.3. Because ii is impossible to anticipate all




Impacts at this time, the BLM reserves the right ta amend this pratest us
other 1ssues develop and as additicnal studies previde turther infarmation,

The Bureau is preparing notices of PWRs within the area of protest. These
notices will be hased only on the needs apprapriate under PWR-127 and will be
sent ta the State Water Eng:neer over the next several months prior to
adjudicatiagn.




