IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NuMnek...239600

Fiep py. a8 Vegas Valley Water District

PROTEST

on. OQctober 17, 19...82, 10 AppROPRIATE THE

WaTERs oF..bnderground Well

Comes now... U:5. Government, Bureau of Land Management
Printed or typed name of protesiant
whose post office address js..._otar Route 5, Box 1, Ely, Nevada 89301
Street No, or P.O. Box, City, State and Zip Code
whose occupation is Land Management Agency

and protests the granting

of Application Number 53960 , filed on Qctober 17, ,19.89

by Las Vegas Valley Water District
Unde rground Source (Wel 1) Printed or 1yped name of applicani

waters of ... Ts_1 8., R. 58 E., Sec. 30, NwkNwi Lincoln

situated in....
Underground or name of stream, Jake, spring or other source

to appropriate the

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

See Attachment for Application 53960

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be DENIED

{Denied, issued subject to prior rights, cic., as the cass may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed f\éM /£ U-)O—%h

Agent or protestant

Kenneth G. Walker, District Manager

Priated or typed name, if agent

SR 5, Box 1

Address
Street No, or P.O. Box No,
Ely, Nevada 89301
City, Sinte and Zip Code No.
90
Subscribed and sworn to before me th|s2nd .......... day of July - 19
/

Notarf Public

%.7@”; e Come

State of... bttt e
BENJAMIN E. COPE : . - ,Z;ﬁ
Public » State of Nevada )
" umcumw'm\rada County of..... 2. fé““‘-
Rttt/ Appt Exp. Fab. 9, 1994
W $10 FILING FEL MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE,

ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE,

A (Revisnd o-80)

o0



AlTTACHMEN! Fom FILING HLA960

the Hureau of Land Management (BN, Uniied States Department of tre Interior
has beea directed by Longress through faw to protect and manage vertaln subiic
3 of the Unites States. Specifically, Congress instrucied the BLM in ihe
ieral land Policy and Managemestt Aci {FuLPM&) ... that managemen®t be on the
1z of multiple wse and sustaiset vield... public lands Be marnaged In &

2+ fhat will pratect the guality of gcientific, scenic, nistorical,
ecoioyical, envivronmental, air and atmospheric, water resocurce, and
archecisglical valuesy that, where apprapriate, will preserve and grotect
certain public lands in their ratural condition: that wilil provide food and
habitat for fish and wildlife and domestic arimals: and that will provide for
outdeor recreation and human occupancy and use

he multiple wses mentioned in FLPMA inciude, but are not Limited, to
3

Fecs 9n+1wn. range, timber, minerals, watershed, wildlife and fish, and catural
scenic, scientific and historical values.

Ir additran o FLPM&, the Taylor bBrazing éAct, The Recreatipon and Public
Furposes Aoy, The Wild and Free Roaming Horse end Burro Goi, The Endengered
Specles Act, The Public Rangelands Improverent Act, The Water Resources Act,
and wvaricus ather laws give the BLM the authoritiy te manage the public lands
and their varinus respurces so that they are uwtilized in the ceombination that
will bhest meet the present and future needs of tne American people.

The application of the Las vegas valley Water District {LWUHD) 1o the State
Enginser of Nevada to appropriate water on B administered lana,if approved,
will prove to be geirimental to the public interest by eliminating the
capability to fulfill the legislated macagement responeibillities and 15 beling
pratested under WRZ 533,365,

SPECIFIC IMPALTE FROW APPLICATION p33%40

There are eiqnt (8) waters that could he potentially Impacted If thise

appiicatian is granfed. The aemand which the BLM has reccgnized an thesc

waters where tne BLM nas a responsibility to manages is: 1) 278 Aulbs for deer,
28 AUMs for antelepe, 3) 3150 AUMs for livestock. The fotal abM demand s

ese H waters deer usp 4 and anteiope use 4. The ability £f the BLM to
this demand wili he impaired by the granting ot an appropriation %0

Sk AaTIVE AFFELTE OF apPLICaTIUN H3I394A0

in gonjunciion witn applicatiens B39

i. fpelication number
53%45, wiil wilthdraw 20071 acre fe

&
oAb at water 17 pumping
the rates aoplisg for, 24 A

o

% days per year., This

ar mo@e thas noours through natural
o

wilhdrawal rate is 10,271 &5 o e
rechargs from Uregéaitatinn frar the Boinn and Srant Hanges acoording o
the Department of Tonser 1 b . Alccording Lo




prnlal yizld oY an aguifter 1s the guantity of

e
walor wnich can be extracted tor use esach year without depieting the

groundwater reservilr,  ihe perennial vield 15 no greater than the itotal
rate of flow through the aquifer and ie probably less (Dettinger 17H9).
Because more water will be withdrawn Trop the Garden Valley bydrographilc
area than is recharged, a slow but comtinupus decline in groundwater

leveis will pcour. Also, growsdwater withdrawal from the Sarden Valley
hydrograghic area that exceeds natural recharge will preclude the
underground fTlow aof B,.000 AF per yvear from the Garden Valley hydrographic
arga to ine Coal Valley hydrographic area. also, well lag reports
indicate ithe presence of water In unconsolidated valley fill. rcetimates
ot the thickpress of thie jone ranges from several hundred feet to more
Lharn & thousand Teet., Due to the formation’s generally unconsoli- idated
nature, the role of Lhe groundwater mass in support of the valley Fill may
be ‘wwz+1rdn% Removal of groundwaier by this application and the
cumuiative affects of oroundwater remowval by those mentioned above will
likely induce centraction, subsidence, and failure eof the stiructural
intzqrity ot the valley fTloor. CLrack formation and subduction of normally
ephemeral surface waters will significantly alter the area’s ecosystem.
Because nf theee impacis and otners not identifiablie at this time, grant-
ing this application threatens to prove detrimenial to the pubdlic
interest.

2. The cemulative impact of applicaition 23960 in conjunciion wila the
applications mentioned in the above paragraph will have a negative impact
oti the Whitle River sprimgfich and the Hiko bihite River sprinofish. Both
ot these species are listed under the Endangered Species Act and are found
in Hike Spring. According to the idnited States Fish and Wildlife Hervice,
The reductian in interbasin flows may reselt in long-term negailve lmpacts
to spring, marsh and riparian habitat at Hiko Spring. Also, recuced flows
te intermittent streams may negatively affect the vigor and extent of
riparian vegetation aloung Cherry Zreek., HBecause of these impacts and
cthers net identifiable at this time, grarnting this application will be
detrimental to the public interest.

3. Well log reports andicate the preszence of water 1n unceonsalidated valley

fill. Estimates of the thickness of this zone rances from ihe surface 1to
several hundred feet. Due to tne formatien’s generally unconsolidatea
rature, the role of the groundwater mass in support of the valley fill may

be significant. Removal of groundwater by this aprlication and the
cumulaiive affects of groundwater rempoval by those menticned above will
likely induce coniraction, subsidence, and failure of the structural
tntegrity of the valley floor. Crack formation and subgduction of normally
ﬂphemerai surface waters will significantly aslter the area’s grosysienm.
Hecausse of these impacts and others not identif e at this time,
grantlﬂq thive arslication will be detrimental tU he public interest.

ADDITIONAL INMFORMATIODN MANDATORY

£1 thie time., ithere i1t inzutticient 1nvormation avaliable "5Ql9191f
analyvze and determine Lthe full impacis to the various res that the BLM
fe resporpsible to protect and manage. IThe actual imﬁactg af Lhe prmping of
this well in conjunction with the cumulatiwe impacts of the Las Veoas Valle



Y
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groposed wells cannot ne fully determined until

T

Water Dicir: L
suffrozent data h&ﬁ eerr collected and analwiecd.

We, therefare, protest Tne ing o¥ the water appropriation because nerther
the State Engineer nur the Las Wegas Valley Water Departasnt {LVVWE) has
orecared an anatysis =% all ant:cipates impacts assoriated with LYVWD s
appiications. I+ an analyeis has been done, 11 has nol been made available 1o
the public and atfected partiss, and the failure Yo do so is not in the punli
ticipate all

T
C

£ rT

interest as per NRS S33.370.8.  Because it :1s impoesible to an
impacts at this time, the BELM reserves the right to amend this pratest as
5 ps nrowvide foriher information.

[

oti:er issues develop and ac  additiocnal siudi
fhe Burzauw is preparing notices of PWRs within the area aof protiest. These

notices will be hased aniy on the needs agpreoriate under PUR-10Y/ anc will be
1 State Water Engineer over the next several months prior to
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