
Iii TIlE OFFICE OF THE STATI:: ENGINEER 
OF TIlE STAn: OF NEVADA 

IN THE MATTER OF PROTESTED 
APPLICA TlOr>: 69651 FILED TO CHAr>:GE 
THE POINT OF DIVERSION Ai'iD PLACE 
OF LSE Of THE PLBLIC WATERS or A:-I 
U:-IDERGROUND SOURCE PREVIOUSLY 
APPROPRIATED UNDER PERMrr 45900 
WrrHlN THE CARSO:-l VALLEY 
HYDROGRAPHIC BASI:-I (105). DOUGLAS 
COUNTY, NEVADA. 

GENERAL 

I. 

RL'I.ING 

#5351-A 

Applic~tion 69653 w~s filed on Fehruary 2.'1. 200~, by the uardncrvdlc RJllChos 

General Improvement District (GRGID), to change the point of diversion <lnd place of 

usc of 3.0 cubic feet per second (ds) of underground watcr prevIOusly PCflllillCd for 

appropnation under Pcrmll 45900 The proposed manner of usc and place of usc is 

descnhed on the appJicatllln as being for quasl-mulllclp;JI purposes wuhm pOlllons of 

Sccin)Os 8. 9,10,14, IS. 16, 17,20,21,22,2),17 and 28. T,12N" R,20E .. M_D,B,&M. 

The changes requested by Applic:lll0n Ci9653, if approved, would transfer thc ;lppltcallt's 

existing polnl of diverSion from the NWIA SPA of Secllon 22, T.12N., R 20E., 

~·l.D.B.&M. to a pOint \\hlch is located within the SWII.! SEI/.a of' Section 10, TI2:"l. 

R.20E .. M,J),n.&M The existing place of use i<; dcscnhed as being located within 

pOl1lOns of -Sections IS. 22, 23, 27 <lnd 28. TI2:--':" R.20E, M,D.B.&M I 

II. 

Pcmut 48752 was issued on December 9, 1986,10 the GRGID for the diversion of 

1.894 cfs (1.171,02 acre-fcci annu,llly) for <jlJasi-muIllCIpal and domestic purpose..;. The 

poinl of diverSIon is an existlng well referred to ;IS GRGU) No.2, which IS the S;lme pOInt 

of diversion as dcscnocd under Appllc;lIlon (1)(1)3.~ 

I Flit' No 69Ml, offlnal rel;ords In the OfiK'C of lhe: SUtc Engineer 
1 File: No . .J!PS2,nffl':l<ll rC\:llfCS In thc Off .. :c otthe: Slate: E:lgulI:cr 
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III. 

ApplicatIOn 69653 was timely prolcslcd by Lee Enle. on the grounds thai 

approval of the ;lpplicJIIOn would Jdvcrsel y affect Ius uomestlc welL' 

FJ:\()(:\(;S OF FACT 

J. 

;-.Jcvada Revised Statute (:"IRS) § 533 36:1(3) provIdes Ih,lt it is within the Siale 

Engineer's discretion 10 determine whether J public iIJmmislr';Jtm:: heanng is ncccs~;lry 

to address the ments of a protcsi to an appllCJilOIl \0 appropriate the puhllc waters of the 

'state of Nevada, The St,lle Engineer finds that In the case of protested Application 

69651, there IS suffH;ictll Information contained withm the rc(;onb of the artlec of the 

St~Hc Englllccr to gain a full understanding of the issurs and a heanng on IhlS matter IS 

not required. 

11. 

A revlcw of records on fdc In the Orflec of thc Statc Engineer show thc protest,wt 

IS the owncr of a domestic well [hal scrves a singlc-family dwelling localcd 

appro,\il1latcly 2,S<Xl feel west north wcst of thc proposed pOLnt of dlvcrSlon under 

Application 69653 Ttlc use of a domcstlc well IS c.\cmpted fmm the rcqUlrCJllCnt of 

obt.l1l11ng a water nght permit undcr Nevada water law. l II IS the policy of the stale 10 

recogmzc Ihe importance of domcstlc wells as appurtenances to pm',lIe homes and to 

crcate a protcctlhle intcl'est in such wclls ilnd 10 protcct thcII' supply from unrcasonahle 
, 

adverse cffecls. whIch arc causcd hy mUnlcip<l1. quasl-mul11clpal or lIlduslnal uscs. In 

consideration of \\latcr right appllcallons. thc Statc Engincer must take into ;ICCOUnl 

whelher the proposed changc conflicts With prolccliblc Intcrests In C.'(IS[lIlg donlesllc 

wclls ,IS SCI forth in NRS § 533.024.~ 

The Siaic Englllccr fmds that [he protestant tl<lS an eXls[ing domestic well and has 

a protcctlhle interest In s<Jld domestic \\e1L 

I f\RS §§ 534 (1) and SJ4lbO 
I NRS § 533024 (2) 
! ~RS § 5~] 3/0 (4) 
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III. 

~evada water Iilw docs lIot prevent the granting of pennlts to apph(.;ilnls blcr III 

time on the grounds that the divers ions under the pmposctJ later appropnatlons may ":iIUSC 

thc W'lIer le"eI to be lowered ilt the pomt of d iversion of a pnnr approrri:ltol'. so long as 

ilny protcctihle interests in c.'(isting domestic wells and the nght s of eXisting ilppropl;;llors 

C;.In be sJlIsl'ied. Addllionally, Nevada waler law requires the St:Jte Engineer to Indude 

;IS il (.;ondllion or' the permit that pumping walcr pursu:J.nt to the pcrmll may be lTmllcd or 

pruhiblted 10 prevcnt any advcrsc effects on an eXIFotillg domcstic well locatcd Within 

2.:'00 fect of the wdl.(' A reVICW of Application 69653 and f\RS § .'534.110. !)hows that 

.lOy permit issued under ApphcalHln 6965~ would fall within the cnteria of thiS statute 

,md would includc Ihe ilbovc staled pennit clmdition gwing the Stilte Enginccr Ihe 

authority 10 limit or prohIbit Ihe pumping of wilter ill (jRGID No. 2 . 

Thc Slatc Engmccr fmds that protect ions C.\l.~1 wlthm the i'Wevilda water lilW 10 

protect domcsllc well owners from iln unrc;lson;:lble lowcring of the water table. should 

s uch Impacts occur ~~;oJ rc:'\ull of pumplOg '\;l1er al GRGID ~o. 2" 

IV. 

Appllc;lI ion 69653 11lvolves ch;mglOg the point of <.llverslon of 3.0 ds (604 .87 

acre·fect :lnnually) 10 the loc<1tioll of existlOg well GRGIO No. 2 . A rcvicw of rccords on 

ftle in the: Offlcc of the Slalc Engmcer shows eXlsling Permit 4fD52 at wcll GRGID 1\"0. 2 

allo\\'$ ;J. dl\·crSHlIl rille of 1.894 ds and OIn annuill dut), of 1.371.02 acrc fect. If 

Application (96)1 were ilpprovcd. the maximum annual dut~· of wat(.;r that could b<.: 

wllhdr~lwn would incre~se to 1,97).89 acre-fcct ;Jnmwll)' In thiS regard, ;\ two-layer 

groundwater flow model was uscd to prcdlct thc po .~sible impacts to the protestant's wcll 

from thc potenllal incrcase III pumping under Applic:.Jllon 69651 . 

,\n I!XIStHig two-layer (mile (lilferencc groundwatcr flow model, constructed for 

Ihc G..,rtJnen.".lIc ~rc .. . was u .... cd . The tlnl)' mO(I!IIi': ..,llon to the modd was lhe loc;Jlion of 

the wells being e "alu;lIcd The eXlsling model (';(l\·crcd thc cnorct)' of Carson Valley .md 

utilized a one-mllc gnd. For the purpos('~ of the simulation. only Ihe ;lrea !'outh of 

_ ._----
6 KKS * :)j4 110 (5) 
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Ganjnc.:rvillc W;}S utlll7.ed in this analysIs . The well was modeled 10 pump al Its 

maximum ~mnu;J1 duty for 30 YC<lrs . The results shnw (he drawdown at the rrotcsl;IOI'S 

well WOIS cslim;J((;d tu be 9 feCI ;,fler ) years and to ft.:Cl ahf,;r 10 years '~lth ncar sIC'ldy

stOlle conditIOns rc .. chcJ ;tftcr about 6 years 7 According 10 the Well I1nllcr' s log,lt Ihe 

protestant's well IS 196 feel deep with a reponed Slatic WJ1Cr level of 125 feet. 

The Sl<1lC Engineer finds the projected dr:i\~down Il11pac t of 10 ft:CI O\er 30 years 

allhc prolcS!;ml'S well IS reasonable ;Jlld will not conniei with ptOlcctiblc Interests 111 his 

domestic well. 

COII;Cl.l:SIO:'(S 

I. 

The State Engineer has Junsdiction (lVcr the.: panl(~s ;md Ihe subject maller ot' thiS 

a(;1I0n :lntl dClcrminilllon .
9 

II. 

The Slate Engineer IS protllblted by law from granting a permit undcr a Change 

applic.:ation Ih<ll requests to appropriate the pubhc walen. where: HI 

r\ . Ihere LS no ull.lppropriJICd w<ltcr ;Ltthe proposed source, 
B. the proposed use or ch;.mgc conflicts with eXLStlng nghts: 
C. ur connie ls wlIh protecllhlc inlt:resl~ 111 cxislLng d~lmcstLc wells <IS 

sel ,'oLlh in NRS § 533.024; or 
D. the propused usc threalens 10 prove liclrimcnl;Llto the public 

Lnterest. 

III. 

The gmundwatcr model compulallon shows a IlllnlmJI drawcJowll 01 10 feet after 

30 years In the protestant's domestic well The State F.ngineer cuncludes Applic;llion 

696:')1 Will nol conflict "jlh proteclLble Interests 10 cxiStlllg domcstic wclls ;1 $ se t fO[111 in 

NRS ~ 5:\:\.024. NRS § 534. 110. and I'\RS § 5D.J70 :.Ind (he :lppIH.:allon will nul C;IIISC 

an unrc.lsonable drawdowli in .IOY nearby domestic wells . 

' Su. ' nlef()m~'C ~' lIrrcspnndcn<:r daLed March 12.2004. III Flle No. 696~ .'- o,ilnOlI record~ 10 Ihe Office of 
the S! ::Ie En~lOccf 
• \\'<:11 Drdler ·., Repun. l,,& 1'\0 7j464. ofjiclal rccord .. III !he Cl r't", c<: ollhc SL:!!(' ElIglllcer 
~ NKS c: h;apl<:r) :'iJJ .lnd q4 
10 f'KS § ~J:\ . :\10 (4) . 



Ruling 
Page 5 

IV. 

AI'plicatitln (96)) WitS flied 10 ..:h:lIlgc c.'usllng grtlund ...... Il~r nghl.' wlthm the 

Cuson Valley Hyurographi(' fi:lslO. Rased on the record of eVidence ;J\·ailahlc. the Siale 

(nginetr concludes Ihat appro\-al of Apphc;lllon 61)6.":1 will nClthc.:r (.:00 111C1 \\llh eXisting 

rights nor lhn.:;ltcn to prove dctrimcnl;l110 the public lntcrc;s1. 

RULING 

The prOlest to ApplicatIon 696S1 1$ hereby ovcrrult.:d :Ind the appltr.:;ltiun is 

approved subject 10 cXIsling rights and payment of the statutmy pennll fees. Any perm II 

issued under (his application \~ill lncludl.' the ConOllllln thoLt pumping from Ihis .... ell rn"y 

be iJmllcd or prohibited 10 prevent ;my unn:asonahlc adverse effects on an eXisting 

domestic well lociHed v. ililln 2,500 feCI of the well. unh;;)s the holder of tht.: pcrtlill and 

Ihe owner of [he tlomeslll: well hilVC agrecd ttl altcmi,lt ivc IIlC;!SUrC5 that mlllgiite those 

;.uJvt'rsc "ffCels 

Datcu thi s 23rd day of 

__ .2004. 

Hcspc.:ctfull ~uhnullcd. . . 

uif<-flE 
.. / ...... 

HuGH RIC:CI. P E. 
S[;]{C Engulccr 


