"IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54962

'fwater consumptlon of 29 2 mllllon gallons per Year

_'appllcatlon falls w1th1n thls de51gnated area
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Appllcatlon 54962 was filed on June 15 1990 by W1lldam F.

7_.M1tchell and Ida M Mltchell to approprlate 0. 6 cublc feet per
-:second (cfs) of- underground water from the Fernley Area Groundwater

Ba51n, Lyon County, Nevada ' The proposed manner -and place of uge:
is’ for quas1 mun1c1pal purposes within the NW% NE& and the SW& NE#

“.of Sectlon 22 T. 20N “R. 25E M. D.B. &M, \_The proposed p01nt of
‘dlver51on is descrlbed as belng located w1th1n the NWi NE& of sa1d
'Sectlon 22 r '

o | | CII. | e
Appllcatlon 54962 was filed to approprlate water' for

fdevelopment of a 100 unlt condominium complex w1th an estlmated;

1
Lo . . ) IIT. : Lo
o By Order No.. '699' dated-December 30, 1977, the State Engineer -

de51gnated and descrlbed the Fernley Area Groundwater Ba51n under
the prov151ons of NRS 534 030 as a ba51n in- need of addltlonal

' admlnlstratlon . The proposed point of d1vers10n under the subject_

2

‘ o FIHDINGS oF FACT
ol I. -
The - perennlal Yleld of a kwﬂrologlcnba51n is the maximum

famount of water. of usable chemlcal quallty that c¢an be. consumed
.ﬂeconomlcally each year‘for an 1ndef1n1te perlod of tlme The

1 Flle No. 54962;*official records‘in the'office;of*the-state_

. Englneer

.Z State Englneer s -order. No. 69§ dated December 30 1977,
oft1c1al records in the offlce of the State Englneer N j_ .
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fperennial gield'Cannot exceed the'natural replenishment”to:an'area‘
1ndef1n1tely, and ultlmately is llmlted to the max1mum amount of
natural. recharge that can be salvaged for benef1c1al use. If the'
;perennlal y1eld 1s contlnually exceeded groundwater levels will
‘decline untll the groundwater reserv01r is depleted. Wlthdrawals

of. ground water 1n excess of the perennlal yleld contrlbute to
adverse - condltlons -such as - water quallty degradatlon, storage-
depletron, dlmlnlshlng y1eld of wells 1ncreased economlc pumping
llft?; land sub51dence _and p0581ble reversal . of groundwaterf

,Jgradients ‘which -could result in srgnlflcant changes in the
_recharge dlscharge relatlonshlp 3 !

. The Unlted States Geologlcal Survey estlmates- that the

'hperennlal yleld of the Fernley Area Groundwater Basin is 600 acre-
ffeet annually, excludlng any recharge obtalned from" secondaryf

4.

surface water 1rr1gat10n . The comm1tted groundwater Tresource in

‘the form of permlts and certlflcates 1ssued by the State Englneer s -

'70ff1ce for ground water 'w1thdrawal w1th1n the Fernley Area

Groundwater Ba51n exceeds 11, 600 acre feet annually 5 The State'
Englneer flnds that the current commltted groundwater resource of
the- Fernley Area Groundwater Ba51n exceeds the ba51ns estlmatedf

'perennlal yleld of the groundwater ba51n

'II

*\ 5 -‘j . ‘l. b B .‘ |
The approval of - Appllcatlon 54962 would further inCrease
pumpage from the already over- approprlated groundwater ba51n The

.State Eng1neer flnds that the approval of Appllcatlon 54962 would
-7,conf11ct w1th the many ex1st1ng water rlghts in the ba51n

_ 3 State Englneer s offlce, WATER FOR nmmm., ‘STATE OF NEVADA' WATER pmummc
anpon'r HO . 3 p 13 October 1971 : . ‘

4 Nowlln Jon, Gnounnnmn QUALITY IN HEVADA ~ A PRDPOSED mnrmnxne PROGRAH ,
Open File’ Report 78 768 U.8.G.S., p. 193. S B

L Hydrologlc Ba31n Abstract OfflClal records 1n the offlce of

'the State Englneer
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"where:

The State Englneer has Jurlsdlctlon over the partles and ofJ

~ ‘CONCLUSIONS OF LAW. .
B S

the subJect matter of thls actlon and determlnatlon b, -

"A."'

'wThe State Englneer concludes that to grant a” permlt under

II

The State Englneer 1s prohlblted by law from grantlng a permlt o

" there is ‘no unapproprlated water ‘4t the
'-'proposed source : .3_ G S

cay
v

the proposed use ‘Canliots,fw;tha'existing L
'rlghts or = - -'; g R 4ﬂ5 TR ]

LN
A

_the : proposed use . threatens \to f brové'
“.detrlmental to the publlc 1nterest y

: III.

('* s

';Appllcatlon 54962 in- a groundwater ba51n where the quantlty ot
4 water under ex1st1ng approprlatlons exceeds the perennlal yleld'
:would confllct with ex1st1ng rlghts and be detrlmental to the

publlc 1nterest ;\ﬂt-'w*'flj,‘? o -‘.5”3_;gﬂ;,¢

5 NRS Chapters 533 and 534,

7 NRS 533 370
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RULING
Appllcatlon 54962 is hereby denled on the basis that grantlng
the application’ would 1nterfere W1th ex1st1ng rlghts and be

detrlmental to the publlc 1nterest '-‘, Gkifwgf;ﬁé

MICHAEL TURNIPSEED P E
tate Engineer 7 .

RMT/MDE/ab .

Dated this _ 3rd day of

_ . June ,'1997.
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