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IN THE OFFICE OFTHE;;,STATKENGINEER 
OF, THE: STATE OF NEVAnA .' . 

" '~ . .;' .' 

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54962) 
FILE.D .TO APPROPRIATE UNDERGROUNDc ') • '; 

• J • 

RULiNG , WATEH OF THE ,FERNLEY AREAqROUND; :)",.i: ,',c, 0,,' 

:~~!~A~ASIN (076) ,LYON "COUNTY;',,',r. ',';",'452 '1 
. ~ "_:; '>',", '". ..' '.<'. I, 

GENERAL;' .' 

1.2 . 
,',. 

.r..: -_.... ,) 

, "APplicatiQn' 54962 WaS lilecl'onJune;15, 1.990; by wiUiam F. 
. : . ..... '. " ,.... " " -'.. :?",~ ".'J ,> .. : :~ Ii ", '.:,' 

Mitchell and Ida M·.Mitchell toe,apprQPriate 0.6'cubicfeElt.per 

.secQnd(~fs) of~ndergrQ~ndwater f~Qmthe.fernley,!,>rea GrQun(jwater 

Basih,.· LYQn CQunty, 'Neva:da~ Thep;opdse;ii ,inarirte'rilndplate Qf use 

is fQt'qua;i-municipal purpQses within the NWt NEt and the swt NEt 

·ofSectiQn 22" T.20N., R.25E., M.D.B.&M. The prQPQsed point.Qf 

diversion. is described as being IQcated within.the NWtNEt Qf said 
, : 1 

Sec.tiQn 22 .. 

II. 

Applic:atiQn 54962 was filed to. . apprQpriate water fQr 

"develQPment ~f a 100· unit condominium cQmplex with an estimated 

water cQnsumptiQrt Qf '2'9.2 milliQn gallQns per year.! ' . , . - , 

III. 

.By order NQ., 699, dated December 30, 1977, the State Engineer 

designated and 'described t~e' Fernley Area GrQundwater Basin, uI1der . 

the prQvisiQns oLNRS 534.'030, as a basin in need Qf additional, . . ~' . 

administratiQn .. The prQPQsed PQint Qf diversiQn'under the subject 

applicatiQn falls within this designated areil. 2 ' 

FINDINGS OF FACT .. 
I. 

:i The perennial yield' Qf a hydrQIQgic· basin is the max~mum 
I 
': 'amQunt Qf water' Qf usable chemica.!. quali ty that. can be, cQnsumed 

• 

,ecQnQmically each year ,fQt' an indefinite periQd Qf >time..The 

1 File. No.. 54962,Qfficial recQrds in the Qffice Qf the State 
Engineer. ' 

2, Stat.eEngin'eer's ,Order No.. 699, dated December. 30, 1977, 
Qfficia~ recQrds in the Qffice Qf the State ingineer. 
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perennial yield cannot exceed the natural' replenishrnentto'an area 

indefinitely ,andultimatelyis limited to the maximum amount of, 

natural 'recharge that c'an be'salvaged for beneficial use . If the 
- _'; J" " • - " . 

perennial yield, is continually, ,exceeded groundwater levels will 
. , ,.,',' -- . .., -~ " 

,decline until thegroundwaterr'eservoir is depleted; Withdrawals 

of ground water in axc,es's' of the' perennial yield contribute to 

adverse,: conditions ',such as ,water 'quality degradation, 
" 

storage' 

depletion, diminishing yield ,of wells, increased economic'pumping 

lifts,land subsiderice and possibie' reversal of groundwater' 

,gradients which could result in significant 'changes in the 

'recharge-d,ischarge,relationship. J, 

The 'United ,States Geological,. ;survey ',estimates that the 

perennial yield of, the Fernley Area Groundwater Basin is 600 ,acre'-
- - , ,. -.' ~' . ~ "" . 

feet annually, ,excluding, any recharge obtained from secondary 

surface water irrig~tion.4The ~ommitted ground~ater ,resource in 
). .\ . 

the form of permi tsand 'certifi~ates' issued by the;;StateEngineer' s ' 
, . . -" _. " _., ',. ,r . . ,",' • <' , " <' _ . __ ': ," ;', ._. ~/ . '. . , 

'office for ground water ,withdrawal within the Fernley, Area 

Groundwater Basin exc~edsl1 i 60Qacre-feet ;anti~allY~ 5 The State 
. . '" .> "' - - ,- :" '"' 

Engineer finds that the cUr.rent committ'e,d grounawater resource of 

the Fernley Area Groundwa{e~~Basi~ ex~~eds. th~(b'asins estimated 

perenniaiyield 'of thegroundwaterl; basin. " 
. - , ' 

II . 

T'he approval of APph'cati~h 54962 ,wdtild"f~rther ,~ncrease 
pumpag~fromth:e aiready over-appropriated groundwater basirl. The 

State Engineer finds that the approval Of',Application ,549'6.2 would 
. .r '. _ '. 

Conflict with the many existing water rights in the basin. 

3' State Eng1he'er' s office, HATER FOR NEVADA, 'STATE OF ,NEVADA HATER PLANNING 

REPORT NO; 3, p;, 13, October 1971. 

4 Nowlin, Jon ' .. GI\Cl1IIIDIIATER QUALITY IN NEVADJi ~A PROPOSED IIOHiTORING PROGRAM, 

Open File Report 78-768; u.S.G.S., p. 193. 

I flydrologic 'Basin Abstract, official records in the office of 
the State EnginEler. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW. 
1. , 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction over tl;te parties and of' 

the .subject,matter of thi~ action and determination. 6 

.. II. 

The State Engiileer ispro,hibited by law from granting a permit 
,'where.: 7 . 

" . 
',. -~. '{ 

. A. there is noo unappropriated 'water, at the 
proposed sourc'e; , " "~;; 

B. the, proposed. use conf net;;, '.with existing 
rights; or" ,> 

'c. the proposed' "us,e,' threatens,' to ,. p'+:6ve 
detrimental to die pUblic interEist;.:: .. , , : ( " " . 

III. ," 

..Thestate Engineer concludes that'~O: gr~~t a>permit.· under 

Application 54.~62 in a ,groundwater ;ba's'in' WhE;!re'~he quantity of 

water under, existing' appropriations: exceeds' thE!" perennial yield' 
would conflict '. with existingr{gti't's arid', b~ detrimental t~the 
public interest .. 

" , 

6 NRS chap~ers 533 and 534 . 

,7 NRS ' 533.370. 

, " , . 
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RULING 

Application 54962 is hereby denied 

the application would interfere with 

detr':i.mental to the publicihterest .. 

, , 

on the basis that granting 
existing rights and be' 

MICHAEL TURNIgSEED,., P. E'/: 
Eng ineer ::'" 

RMT/MDB/ab· 

Dated this 3rdday of 

,-Tu.ne 1997. 

'(,:- . I~ 

",' 0:'- I!;, ' 


