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IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER 

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS ) 
45024, 45025, 45096, 45109, 45110, ) 
45112, 45208, 46007, 46008, 46009, ) 
46122, 46123, 46124, 46125, 46126, ) 
48381 AND 48383 FILED TO APPROPRI- ) 
ATE THE WATERS OF AN UNDERGROUND ) 
SOURCE IN HONEY LAKE VALLEY, WASHOE) 
COUNTY, NEVADA ) 

GENERAL 

I 

RULING 
I 
i , 
i 

I 

I 

I 
! 

Application 45024 was filed November 6, 1981, by cleJens 
M. and/or Patricia Hodges to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of water 
from an underground source for irrigation and domestic pu~poses, 
on 80 acres of land wi thin the st SW! Section 10, T. 26N. , i R. 19E. , 
M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion is described as being within 
the NW! SW! Section 10, T.26N., R.19E., M.D.B.&M.l i 

I 
Application 45025 was filed November 6, 1981 by ClemJns 

M. and/or Patricia Hodges to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. of water 
from an underground source for irrigation and domestic purposes 
on 400 acres of land within the NEt, Nt SEt and the Et NWt, 
all in Section 29; st SEt of Section 20, within T.26N., Rf19E., 
M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion is described as being within 
the NEt NEt Section 29, T.26N., R.19E., M.D.B.&M.l I 

Application 45096 was filed December 1, 1981 by Lolita 
L. Ferrel to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. of water from an unde~ground 
source for irrigation and domestic purposes on 320 acres pf 
land within the Nt NEt Section 27; NWt NWt, SEt NWt, st N~t, 
NEt NEt and the SW! SEt Section 26, all within T.26N., R.Q8E., 
M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion is described as being w!ithin 
the NWt NEt Section 27, T.26N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M.l II 

Application 45109 was filed December 8, 1981 by Flan,igan 
Land and Development Company to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. o~ water 
from an underground source for irrigation and domestic p~rpose~ 
on 410 acres of land within portions of the NWt Section 21; 

~ , , 

NEt, Nt SEt, E2 NW! and NEt swt Section 20, T.27N., R.18E., 
M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion is described as being ~ithin ' 
the SEt NWt Section 21, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M.l I 

I 

4It Ipublic record in the office of the State Engineer. 
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Application 45110 was filed December 8, 1981 by Flan~gan 
Land and Development Company to appropriate 4.7 c. f. s. of ,water 
from an underground source for irrigation and domestic pur:poses 
on 285 acres of land wit~in portions.of the NEt, Ei Nwt .~ction . 
29; Si SEt, SEt swt Sect10n 20, all 1n T.27N., R.18E., Mrq.B.&M. 
The point of diversion is described as being within the N,t 
NEt Section 29, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M.l I 

Application 45112 was filed December 8, 1981 by Fla~~gan . 
Land and Development Company to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. of Iwater' 
from an underground source for irrigation and domestic p~rrposes . 
on 380 acres of land within portions of the swt SEt, Ei SEt 
Section 28; swt Section 27; NEt Section 33; Nwt Section 34, 
all in T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M. The pOint of diversion~ ~s 
described as being wi thin the NWt NWt Section 34, T. 27N., IR. 18E. , 
M.D.B.&M.l ' ! 

I 
Application 45208 was filed January 13, 1982 by Claude . 

R. Snead, Edna Loretta Snead, Josephine M. Snead, Alberta/Jane 
Dobson and Colene M. Hammond to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. o'f water' 
from an underground source for irrigation and domestic P,Uliposes, 
on 578.61 acres of land within portions of the Si NEt. SEt NWt, 
SEt, Ei swt and Lot 7 Section 5; Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4, Ei ,N~t, 
swt SEt Section 8; Lot 1, Section 17, all in T.27N., R.18~., 
M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion is described as being within 
the Nwt SEt Section 5, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M.l : / 

Application 46007 was filed August 8, 1982 by John .Cobb 
I to appropriate 2.77 c.f.s. of water from an underground source 

for irrigation purposes on 164 acres of land within the ~~t 
Section 23, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M. The point of div~r~ion 
is described as being within the SEt Nwt Section 23, T.27N., 
R.18E., M.D.B.&M.l ! I 

Application 46008 was filed August 9,1982 by John.Cobb 
to appropriate 5.54 c.f.s. of water from an underground's~urce 
for irrigation purposes on 328 acres of land within the,Ei Sect~on 
23, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion is ~escribed 
as being within the NEt SEt Section 23, T.27N., R.18E., !MI.D.B.&M.l 

Application 46009 was filed August 9, 1982 by John,Cpbb . 
to appropriate 5.47 c.f.s. of water from an underground:spurce . 
for irrigation purposes on 324 acres of land within the Nli Section 
35, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion' is described 
as being within the NWt NEt Section 35, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M.l 

Application 46122 was filed September 8, 1982 by I~Jernational 
Resources to appropriate 2.72 c.f.s. of water from an underground, 
source for irrigation purposes on 161 acres of land with~n the 
NWt Section 27, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M. The point of ~iversion 
is described as bring within the NEt NWt Section 27, T.2~IN., 
R.18E., M.D.B.&M. : 

I 
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Application 46123 was filed September 8, 1982 by Inte~na­
tional Resources to appropriate 4.08 c.f.s. of water from ~n 
underground source for irrigation purposes/ on 245 acres <;Ifiland 
within the Ni Si, swt swt, SEt SEt Section 22, T.27N., R;/~8E., 
M.D.B.&M. The pOint of diversion is descr!ibed as being wilthin 

. ' 1 I the NWt SEt Sect10n 22, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M. , , 
Application 46124 was filed September 8, 1982 by In~Jrna­

tional Resources to appropriate 6.4 c.f.s. of water from:~n 
underground source for irrigation purposes on 374 acres oi land 
within the Si Section 35; Si swt Section 36, all in T.27N.I, 
R.18E., M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion is described as being 
within the NWt SEt Section 35, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M.li ' 

Application 46125 was filed Septembe~ 8, 1982 by Interna­
tional Resources to appropriate 5.48 c.f.s. of water from ian 
underground source for irrigation purpose,j on 325 acres pf land 
within the Wi Section 25, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M. The' ~oint 
of diversion is described as being within the swt Nwt Seciion 
25, T.27N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M.l , i 

Application 46126 was filed September 8, 1982 by In'terna-' 
tional Resources to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s! of water from Itn 
underground source for irrigation purpose~ on 160 acres of land 
within the NEt Section 10, T.26N., R.19E.j M;D.B.&M. The1point 
of diversion is described as being within the NEt NEt Section 
10, T.26N., R.18E., M.D.B.&M.l 'I 

Application 48381 was filed September 10, 1984 by Fish 
Springs Ranch Ltd., to change the point of diversion and place 
of use of a portion of water heretofore appropriated under Permit 
29344. 1 I I 

The application proposes to divert 5.0 c.f.s. of g~Olnd 
water for irrigation and domestic purposes on 592.47 actJs of 
land located within the Si SEt Section 251, T.26N., R.18~.I, M.D.B.&M.; 
Wi NWt Section 29; Si, Ei NEt NEt, NEt SE~ NEt Section ?o; NWt 
NWt, Wi NEt NWt, Wi Nwt NEt Section 31, alll in T.26N., R.!19E., 
M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion is desc,ribed as being! vilithin , 1 
the SEt SEt Section 30, T.26N., R.19E., M.D.B.&M. . I 

Application 48383 was filed septembelr 10, 1984 by Fish 
Springs Ranch, Ltd., to change the pOint 10f diversion, m~nner 
and place of use of water heretofore app~lopriated under. Permit 
17397. 1 : I 

The application proposes t~ divert 3.0 c.f.s. of grlUnd 
water for irrigation and domestic purpos~s on 592.47 acr~s of 
land located within the st SEt Section 2q, T.26N., R.18Ej, M.D.B.&M.; 
Wi Nwt Section 29; st, Ei NEt NEt, NEt SEt NEt Section .30; NWt 
NWt, wt NEt NWt, Wi NWt NEt Section 31, ~ll in T.26N., RI19E., 
M.D.B.&M. The point of diversion is desdribed as being Within 
the NWt NWt Section 29, T.26N., R.19E., ! .D.B.&M.l I 
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II 

Applications 45024, 45025, 450B6, 4510B, 45110, 451iJ, 
45208, 46007, 46008, 4600B, 46122, 46123, ~6124, 46125 a~J 46126 
were timely protested2 by the County of Lassen on the folliowing 
grounds: , i 

on 

on 

"1. The proposed point of diversion is located apprdx­
imately (45024) 8.4 miles; (45025) 6.6 miles; (450B6~ 
2.B miles; (4510B) 2.0 miles; (45110)11.2 miles; (4»]112) 
2.8 miles; (45208) 1.15 miles; (46007/) 3.3 miles; , 
(46008) 3.7 miles; (46009) 3.5 miles; (46122) 2.3 ! 

miles; (46123) 2.5 miles; (46124) 3.5 miles; (46125) 
4.3 miles; (46126) 2.8 miles from th~ Nevada/California 
(Lassen County) border. 2. Granting of this permit 1 
will increase draft within the Nevad~ portion of Honey 
Lake Valley. 3. Existing ground water movement is, I 
from California to Nevada. 4. Incr~ased draft within 
the Nevada portion of Honey Lake Valley will, in a111 
probability, increase the hydraulic ~radient in favor 
of the Nevada portion. 5. Flows wiil be induced • i 
from California to Nevada by increasJd gradient, thereby 
reducing ground water level which woJld have the eff~ct 
of impairing existing rights located/within CalifOl'nta.'" 

Application 48381 was timely protested3 by Patricii Hodges 
November 14, 1984, on the following grbunds: ; I 

"1. Acres applied for are in excess/ of acres on which 
old permits are to be transferred. ~. Area of trin~fer 
under Permit #17397 have not be [sicO irrigated by, I 
the underground source Well #48212 fbr in excess of 
5 years." I' 
Application 48383 was timely protestfd3 by Patricia Hodges 

November 14, 1984, on the following grounds: 

"1. Acres applied for are in excess of acres on wh:iJch 
old permits are to be transferred. 2. Acre of trarisfer 
under Permit #17397 have not been irlrigated by the I 
underground source well #48212 for run excess of 5 I I 
years." I 

I 

III 
, I 

Application 46007, 46008 and 46009 were assigned from John 
I . 4 1 I 

Cobb to International Resources on September 23, 1982. : I 
I I 

i 
i 

I 

------------------------------
2public record in the office of the State 

3public in the office of 
1 

record the ::::r 4Public record in the office of the 

Engineer. 

Engineer. 

Engineer. 

, 
; I 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

A Portion of Application 45025, and 
45109, 45110, 45112 and 45208 were filed 
Land Entries. 5 

II 

I 

~pplications 450Q6, 
in support of Desert 

I I 

Applications 47056 and 47057 were fi]ed to change the point 
of diversion and place of use of Applicat~ons 45112 and 45208. 5 

I I 
I 

III I 

: I 
The Bureau of Land Management has allowed entry to the 

land within the place.of use described un1er Applic~tionsI45096, 
47056 and 47057 and d1sallowed entry to tmose plub11c lan~s 
described under the place of uselovf APPlitations 45025, ,:45109 
""d 45ll0.

5 I 

By an Order dated January 15, 1985, the State Engineer 
designated and described the Honey Lake Vltlley Ground watfr 
Basin under the provisions of NRS 534 as It basin in need IOf 
additional administration. 6 

, I 
v 

! I 
A public hearing in the matter of the protested apb~ications 

to appropriate water from Honey Lake valJl~y Ground Water IBasin 
was held on January 10, 19857 . . I 

The protestant, County of Lassen, W s notified by certified 
mail of the hearing at which time evidende and/or testim6ny 
was to be presented to support their resdective protest~J No 
designated representative from the Count~ of Lassen was' present 
in support of the protests. 7 , I 

, I 
The protestant, Patricia Hodges, was present in re,gt. rd 

to Applications 48381 and 48383. 7 

------------------------------
4public record in the office of the State Engineer. 

5public record in the office of the stati Engineer. 

6State Engineer's Order No. 849. 

7public hearing transcript of hearing dated January 10, 

I 

I 
I 

I ! 

I 
I 
I 

I 

j1985. 
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Although extensive testimony was presented at the hlJring, 
there was no substantial evidence presentetl that would suplport 
a finding that there was not sufficient grbund water avai~able 
to supply the proposed uses without creatibg an adverse eifect 
on prior existing water rights. 8 : I 

VI I 

Application 48381 that was protested by Patricia HOd~es , , 
should have been Application 48382, which changed the pOint 
of diversion and place of use of Permit 15578, CertificatJ 4602. 
Patricia Hodges' testimony was allowed on [both Permits 17397, 
Certificate 4790, and 15578, Certificate 4602, which ar~ 'eing 
changed by Appli,cations 48381 and 48382. 9 [ 

, I 
The applicant and representative for Applications ~8381, 

48382 and 48383 presented testimony and evidence in suppo~t 
of their Application to change9. ' I 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

I 
! 

, I 

; I 
The state Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties land 

the subject matter of this actionlO 

II 

The State Engineer is prohibited by [aw from granting a 
permi t where: I I 

: [ 

A. There is no unappropriated water at the proposeq source, or 
, I 

B. The proposed use conflicts with existing rights) or 
, I 

C. The proposed use threatens to pEove detrimenta,.,llto 
the public welfare. ll 

III 

The applicant under a portion of Application 45025' :\.nd ' 
Applications 45109 and 45110 does not owrl or control the/land 
on which they propose to place the water to beneficialuse. 12 

------------------------------ I I 
8public hearing transcript of hearing dated January 1O" 1985. 

[ 
I 

9public 
, I 

hearing transcript of hearing dated January 10, 1985. 

10NRS 533.325 . I 
/ 

11NRS ! 533.370, subsection 3. : 

12public record in the office of the State Engineer 

I 

'fiUd under 
Applications 45025, 45109 and 45110. 
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I 
j I 

IV 
I 

Lassen County representatives did not appear at the:h~aring 
or notify the State Engineer that they could not appear, itherefore, 
did not demonstrate a continuing interest tn pursuing thei~ 
protests .13 V I 

There was no evidence presented at the public heari~J of 
January 10, 1985, before the State Enginee~, to support ~~y 
non-use of water under Permits 15578, Cert~ficate 4602 and Permit 
17397, Certificate 4790. 14 ' I 

I I , RULING 
I 

, I 
That portion of the place of use under Application 4q025 

which is public land and Applications 45109 and 45110 are [denied 
on the grounds that the applicants do not own or control' the 
land. I 

The protest to the granting of Application 45024 an~lthat 
portion of Application 45025 which is pri~ate land and Applications 
45096, 45112, 45208, 46007, 46008, 46009, 46122, 46123, ~6124, 

, I 

46125 and 46126 are herewith overruled on the grounds th'a t there 
is unappropriated water in the source and that the propos~d 
use would not conflict with existing rights and that prb.osed 
use would not be detrimental to the publid welfare. I 

The protest to the granting of APPlidations 48381 ~n<iI 48383 
are herewith overruled on the grounds that there is no evtdence 
of expansion of acreage or the non-use of water under Per~its 
15578, 17399 and 29344. : I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
1
1985 . 

i1985. 

------------------------------
13public hearing transcript of hearing dared January 10 1 , 

14Public hearing transcript of hearing January 10; darted 
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Permits will 
applications upon 
of chain of title 

PGM/BD/bc 

Dated this 28th 

FEBRUARY 

I 
i 
I , 

, I 

I 
! I 

be issued on all the above listed apprdv~d I 

receipt of the statutory permit fees andl completion 
on ownership. 

~~~ 
Peter GI. Morros : I 

day of 

1985. 

State Engineer . : 

I 
!. 

I 
I 

I I 

I 

, 

I 
I 

I 

I, 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

! I 

, I 
, I 

, 

I 
I I 

I 
I 

I 
i 
I , 

, I 

I I 
i 

I I 
I 


