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OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER 

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 43426 ) 
FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE PUBLIC) 
WATERS OF AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE IN ) 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, NEVADA. ) 

INTRODUCTION 

RULING 

Application 43426 was filed to appropriate water from an underground source in the 
Winnemucca Segment, Humboldt County, Nevada. 

Water Resources Bulletin No. 32, Hydrologic Reconnaissance of the Humboldt 
River Basin, Nevada, by Thomas E. Eakin and Robert D. Lamke, was prepared 
cooperatively by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Geological Survey. This report is on file at the Office of the 
State Engineer. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I. 

Application 43426 was filed on March 30, 1981, by Minerals Unlimited, Inc., to 
appropriate 1.5 c.f.s. of water from an underground source for mining, milling and 
domestic purposes. The proposed point of diversion is within the SW1/4 NWI/4 Section 
28, T.36N., R.40E., M.D.B.&M., and the proposed place of use is in portions of the SWl/4 
NWl/4 Seciion 28, and portions of the El/2 NEl/4 Section 29, all in T.36N., R.40E., 
M.D.B.&M. 

II. 

By Order No. 534 dated May 6, 1975, the State Engineer designated and des~ribed 
the Winnemucca Segment Ground Water Basin under the provisions of NRS 534.030. 

ill. 

Water Resources Bulletin No. 32 estimates the amount of water available for 
pump!ge within the Winnemucca Segment Ground Water Basin to be 4,400 acre-feet per 
year. 

1 Public record in the office of the State Engineer under Application 43426. 

2 State Engineer's Order No. 534, public record in the office of the State Engineer. 

3 Hydrologic Reconnaissance of the Humboldt River Basin, Nevada, by Thomas E. Eakin 
and Robert D. Lamke, Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 1966. 
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IV. 

Certificates for underground withdrawals have been issued which could be 
exercised to divert 33,334.6 acre-feet of water per year from the Winnemucca Segment 
Ground Water Basin. Permits which have been granted could be used to develop an 
additional 13,100 acre-feet per year. Th~ total water rights which have been granted 
exceed 46,000 acre-feet of water per year. 

V. 

The proposed point of diversion is within 1,000 feet of the main stream of the 
Humboldt River System.5 During periods of low flow within the Humboldt River, ground 
water migrates to the river.6 

The Humboldt River Stream System is fully appropriated.7 

CONCLUSIONS 

I. 

T~e State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject matter of this 
action. 

II. 

The State Engineer is prohibited by law from granting a permit where: 

A. there is no unappropriated water in the proposed source, or 

B. the proposed use conflicts with existing rights, or 

C. the proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public welfare.9 

4 Public record in the office of the State Engineer. 

5 Application 43426 and USGS 15 Minute Quadrangle Edna Mountain, Nevada, 1965, 
public record in the office of the State Engineer. 

6 Hydrologic Reconnaissance of the Humboldt River Basin, Nevada, by Thomas E. Eakin 
and Robert D. Lamke, Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 1966, 
p.28. 

7 Findings of Fact, Paragraph 44, the Bartlett Decree, p. 28, The Humboldt River 
Adjudication, compiled by Gary Washburn and W.T. Mathews, Carson City, Nevada, 1943. 

• 8 NRS 533.025 and NRS 533.030, subsection 1. 

9 NRS 533.370, subsection 3. 
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m. 

The close proximity of the point of diversion under Application 43426 to the 
Humboldt River is such that withdrawal and consumption of underground water would 
conflict with prior existing rights from the Humboldt River and threaten to prove 
detrimental to the public welfare. 

RULING 

Application 43426 is hereby denied on the grounds that the appropriation of 
underground water for mining, milling and domestic purposes, as applied for, would 
conflict with and tend to impair the value of existing rights and be detrimental to the 
public interest and welfare. 

PGM/KN/bl 

Dated this 6th day of 

SEPTEMBER, 1984. 

Respectfully submitted 

G.JZ2~ 
Peter G •. Morros 
State Engineer 
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