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IN ,THE l'IATTER OF APPLICATIONS 33221, 37267, ) 
'37269,37314,37389,379]0,37911,37912,379]3,) 
38080,3808],38266, 38598, 38599, 38600,38905,) 
40192, 40193" AND 40852 F.IL~D TO, APPROPRIATE, ) 
UNDERGROUI~D WATER IN PAHRUMP VALLEY, CLARK AND, ) 
i~YE'COUNTIES,NEVADA ... . ,. ''''') 

INTRODUCTION 

RULING 

, " I : ,,\.' 7 

, Applicat'ion ~3221, 37267, ,37269" 37314, 37389, 37910;- 37911, 37912, 
'37913,38080,38081,38266,38598, 38599, 38600,,38905,"40192,40193, 
ar,id, 40~~2' we~e. f~J.eQ, tQ t~pprop'r;~ate ,water from ,an under:grourid souH:e in 
Pahrump Valley Ground·Water Bas,n .. ,Clark and Nye Count,es, Nevada. 
~"I ". ''',' • <' • _. • 

I ~ , ]9~2, U .. S. ~eq] ogi ,a I Survey, OpencTil e ,'Report 81-635 "Ground 
Water Storage' De'plet,ion in Pahruinp. Vall,ey,.·Nevada-Cal.Hornfa, '19'6:21175" 

"bY James R:" Hard 11 ,wds prepared ,cooperatiNely ,by' tHe" Nevada 'Oep'ctrtment 
of ConservatfQn and Naturall.Resources and . .the U.S. 'Department of '-the' 
'Interior, Geo.lJ~gical"·Survey .. This report is avai'lable in the State 

~ Engfneer's offi'Ce. I 

, " FINDINGS Qf.FACT 

I, , 

"/,,: . 

." ; 

Application 33221 was filed by Mrs:. Charles:'Frias on August'13, 
1977, '£o'approRriate 2:;7'c.f.s. of underground':,water for irrigation and 
domestfc purlio§es.' ,Ihe. pOjnt,,of;,div,erston i.s "wi th; n :'the ',~WJ,;"NEJ,;~ of 
Se'ction 32~'T22S; R56E.:MOB&M. ,and the place of,.use',;,s 1:50 acres within , " .' " ",' , ,',.. . 
'the 'NE~'of Section 32, T22S, .R56E,MDB&M. 

, ,~,;' • T .. , .' -, ' 

App1; ca,tiqn 372,,7 ~as fi·1 ed by E-1mer C.' Ever.s on .'Ma,rch 28". ;1979. to 
appropri'a'te 5.:4 c'. f. s. o,f ~ndElr,ground water )for iTrigatt'lon and 'J:lomesti c 
purpos'es. The point' of divers:;'on is with,in the N~~!;; 'SWla of Secfion 3D', 
n!9S';' R52E. MDB&M, and the 'place of use is -320 acres wfthfn th'e ~NJ4" N~ 
S~ctiori,:i6, r19S, R52E, and 'the SW~ of Section 30, T19S, R52E, I~D8&M, 

App 1 i cati on 37269 was fil ed by Kenneth R. Gager' :on March 28.:1'1979. 
to apriropri ate 5.4' c': f .,s',,' R:f,', ~'nderground-,wa ter for, i rri,ga ti on arief aQ~e-sti c 
purpose~': The pq1nt'of diY,ersion is Within the NE~ NE~ of Sectio!1 25~ 
T19S,' R51E. MOB&M. and the place of use ;s 320 acres within the N~ of 
Section 25, T19S, 'R51E, f1D~&r~. 

~ppl ; ~~ti.oin ~?.~1 .. ~ ~g,S fi,l.ed by B,obert J, Evers. on "Mar~h ~29, ')1'9'79. , 
to appropnate .5.4 c.f.s. o,f,·undergrqund water for lrr·lgatlon an~d domestlc 
purposes. ~The poiri~, o.r-di,v~~·sion is within the NE!.i SE.\i of Secti.qn 25, 
n 9S, R5lE, MDB&M. a'nd the place of use ; s 320 acres wi thi n the Slz _of 

• _I, .. ' • " , 

Section 25; Tl9S, R5]E, MD8&M. ' 
, ' . . ' 
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Application 37389 was filed by Robert L. McCoy on March 30, 1979, 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW~ NW~ of Section 31, 
T19S, R52E, MDB&M, and the place of use ;s 320 acres within the Wl2: of 
Section 31, T19S, R52E, MDB&M. 

Application 37910 was filed by Frank E. Butterfield on April 13, 
1979, to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and 
domes ti c purposes. The poi nt of di vers i on is wi thi'n the NW~ SE!.! of 
Section 21, T22S. R56E. MDB&M, and the place of use ;s 160 acres within, 
the SE~ of Section 21, T22S, R56E, MDB&M. 

Application 37911 was filed by Violet Butterfield on April 13, 
1979. to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The point of diversion is vlithin the NE~ SWl:i of 
Section 21, T22S, R56E. MDB&M, and the place of use is 160 acres within 
the SW~ of Section 21, T22S, R56E, I~OB&M. 

Application 37912 was filed by Starr Lyn Butterfield on April 13, 
1979, to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The point of diversion is within the SE~ NW~ of 
Section 21, T22S. R56E. MDB&M. and the place of use ;s 160 acres within 
the NIJ" of °Sect i on 21 " T22S, 856E ~ MOB&M; 

:, J. '" f ' • 

Application 37913 was filed by Stella Butterfield on April 13, 
1979, to appr-opriate 2.7 ,c.ft.s-. of~-underground water for irrigation and 
domest.;-c purposes. The pOin,t'of diver~ion is within the NE~ NE!ti of 
Sect i on 21. T22S, R56E, MDB&f>1. and the place of use is 160 acres withi n 
the NE~ of Section 21, T22S"R56E,·MDB&M. 

o , 

Application 38080 was filed by Robert Gilbert on I~ay 1,1979, to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE!ti SE~ of Section 20. 
T22S, R56E, ~1DB&M, and the place of use is 160 acres with; n the SE!ti of 
Section 20, T22S, R56E, MDB&M. 

Application 38081 was filed by Esmy Gilbert on May 1, 1979, to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The pOint of diversion is within the SWl,; NE~ of Section 20. 
T22S. R56E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 160 ac res wi thi n the NE~ of 
Section 20, T22S, R56E, MDB&M. 

Application 38266 was filed by Ellis I. Nanney on June 4, 1979, to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE.\i NE~ of Section 1. 
T23S, R54E. MDB&M, and the place of use is 323.33 acres within the NE~ 
NE~ Section 2, and N~ NW~, SE~ NW~, NE~ and NE~ SE.\i Section 1, T23S, 
R54E, MOB&M . 
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Application 38598 was filed by lawrence W. Smith on July 19, 1979, 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW~ SE~ of Section 6, 
T23S, R55E, ~IDB&t~, and the place of use is 318.43 acres within the SE~, 
NE~ SW~, Lot 7 and Lot 10, Section 6, Wl2 SW~ Section 5, T23S, R55E, 
I~DB&M. 

Application 38599 was filed by Terry D. Smith on July 19, 1979, to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation' and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within Lot 2 of Section 6, T23S, 
R55E, r~DB&f~, and the place of use is 316.96 acres within Lots 1, 2, 3, 
4, and 5, SE~ NW~ SW~ NE~, SE~ NE~. Section 6, T23S, R55E, MDB&M. 

Application 38600 was filed by Donald R. Hudson on July 19, 1979, 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE~ r~E~ of Section 7, 
T23S, R55E, MDB&~I, and the place of use is 308.86 acres within Lots 1, 
2,6,7, B, 10, 11, 13, and 14, Section 7, and Lot 1, Section lB, T23S, 
R55E, MDB&M. 

Application 3B905 was filed by Benjamin Cook on September 4, 1979, 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW~ NE~ of Section 8, 
T23S, R55E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 320 acres within the N~ of 
Section 8, T235. R55E, MDB&M. 

Application 40192 was filed by Cheryl K. Cook on January 4, 1980, 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is ,within the SE~ NW~ ,of Section 16, 
T23S, R55E, r~DB&M, and the place of use is 320 acres within the N~ of 
Secti on 16, T23S, R55E, I~DB&M. 

Application 40193 was filed by Nancy R. Simmons on January 4, 19BO, 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE~ SW~ of Section 16, 
T23S, R55E. MDB&M, and the place of use is 320 acres within the S~ of 
Section 16, T23S, R55E, MDB&I~. 

Applicat'ion 40852 was filed by Otto B. McCoy on March 10,1980, to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW~ NW~ of Section 8, 
T24N, R8E. SSM and t,he' pl.ace of use is· ... ,320 acres within the N~ of 
Section 8, T24N, R8E, SBM:' II ' 

I I 
i '- l _ 

-The perennial yield of a ground water reservoir may be defined as 
the maximum amount o~ w~.te(," of PSflb1e"chemtcal quality that can be 
withdrawn and consumed economicall·y each" year 'for an indefinite period 
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of time. If the perennial yi.eld is continually exceeded, water levels 
will decline until 'the grounf:water reservoir ;s depleted of water of 
usable quality or until the p'umping, lifts,",become uneconomical to main
tain. 2/, The perennial yielQ. of Pahrump',Valley prob?bly does not 
~xce'ed 19, 000 acre- feet. ''}j- ' , 

Overdraft may be, defined ',as the ,amount 'by which the net pump; n9 
draft exceeds the per~nri~a\.i~:nd. A~s;JQ.stantial ove~draft exists on 
the ground water reserVOJT, •. ~;Overdraft"on the system 1n 1978 was about 
~ 5, 335 ~qr:~-feet ~pe!"~1J:'e:a-r !"~~:., gnde"r ~t~~se A9,~di tiLo~s, ·no ~ new equi 1 i ~ri urn 
15 posslble and'wate.r;'lievels wlll contHiue··~to: decllne .as-. long as thlS 
high ..level of pumping' is sustained. 4/' "' ,"'-..!"', -. ... .. '''', ,." . ~ , .. 

, ,:.; .• ~', -"" " ~ .. ,'" ,_J!,'.,;"" ~~-,~';,.;.' ,';-, '. 
, ,-·,.S~o~ ].i.d, apd 1 t,lO'~a 1- wft~):', j.e-.~~ 10}1~G,. :fpr..-, appropn atl,on roY' the 
r~cN'_!!l~tlon of lands unger,..:·'b_r'e. Carey Jl.~t a~.d the Desert Land Entry Act 
'appri.d~l~olJsr.l i sted un ... d.er- I<temr ,1. and",~si~bsequent dev.elopment of ground 
water purs'-uaht ·ther'eto"Ciet'rimentaTly-"a.f'fects prior ground water rights, 
the State Engineer is r-:eq_u\.l"ed by law,::to order withdrawals be restricted 

, .. ,~ .. , " " 
to con'form tCh.priority _t:ights .. 21 . ' , , 

,-< .kl~ . 
• ' ,,' ,c 

Permit·s and certificates have been issued in Pahrump Valley that 
could be used -to ,~it~;?r,~.w· .o{,er eP;OOQ acre-fe~t of ground water per 
year. §j -:':~" . ,~ ... ,~~: -'~ 

• 1<;" , ~"" 
"~ .. ~.~:.: .,". 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. The State Engineer has jurisdi'ct,jon of the parties and the 
subject m,atter of this ac·t-i,pn. Z! ' 

2. The State Engineer is p-rohibited by law from granting a permit 
where: 

A. There is no unapp'ropriated water at the proposed source, or 

B. The proposed use confl i cts with existing rights, or 

C. The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public 
wel fare. §! 

3. Existing,_ water ri,g,hts for ground water in Pahrump Valley exceed 
the estimated perennial yie"ld in this valley. These appl ications are to 
irrigate an addit;iona1 4,617.58 acres; and if permits were issued, an 
additional 23,089 acre-feet of ground water could be withdrawn annually 
from the ground water basin. 
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4. To grant permits would result ;n additional withdrawals for 
consumptive use by farm land irrigation. This water would not be 
replaced resqlting in a steady depletion of the ground water reservoir, 
substantial water-level declines, and land subsidence. The additional 
withdrawals and consumption of underground water would, therefore, 
conflict with existing rights and threaten to prove detrimental to the 
public welfare. 

RULING 

Applications 33221, 37267, 37269, 37314, 37389, 37910, 37911, 
37912, 37913, 38080, 38081, 38266, 38598, 38599, 38600, 38905,40192, 
40193. and 40852 are hereby denied on the grounds that the appropriation 
of additional ground water for irrigation as requested would tend to . 
impair the value of existing rights and threaten to prove detrimental to 
the public welfare. 

PGM/GB/ ja 

Dated this 10th day 

of NOVEl~BER 

, I,' . , 

, 

Rei-pectfully submit'ted, -

G2--.d:~ 

, 1982, 

'. I. 
" ~ " 

Peter G. Morros 
State Engineer 

, ~' . 



FOOTNOTES 

1. Publ ic records ;n the "office of the State Engineer. 

2. Water Supply Paper 1832, Page 39. 

3. u.S. Geological Survey Open File Report 81-635, Page 71. 

4. u.S. Geological Survey Open File Report 81-635, Page 71. 

5. NRS 534.110, subsections 3 and 6. 

6. Public records in the office of the State Engineer. 

7. NRS 533.025 and 533.030, subsection 1. 

8. NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 
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