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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 32803,) 
32804 AND 328D5'FILED TO APPROPRIATE) 
THE WATERS OF AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE ) 
IN IVANPAH VALLEY, CLARK COUNTY, ) 
NEVADA c ", ), 

INTRODUC'TION 

RULING 

" , 

Applications 32803, 32804 and 32805 were filed to appropriate water 
from an underground source in the Ivanpah Valley Ground Water Basins Clark 
Coun~~, Nev.~,~,a. ", ' :. ': .. , .( 

. - : : f ';, 1, .( ~ ,,'I • -..' , " . " . 

. , 'In 1,9~Jt~at$,r R~s9.'1rc~,s(' R~~o~~_ais.s,ance ?ert~s. R,eport, 46,,(IWater.-Resources 
Appraisal of-'Mesquit'e'-fvanpah VaUey ·Area." Nevada and· Californiall~,,- by. Patrick 

. A .. ~) a'n'~~, f?~~\, pr~~pr!~p 5<?,~p~r~~j/e 1y. ,b~; 1:h~ .~N~li'apa,.~ Dep.artment oj: ,Conservati on 
~~~ Na.tural ~{$so~tc,es"IPllvlSl0,Q er.iW~.t~ri;~e.sourc.es·._.and. the·-U:I~S.: Depa.r..tment 
of t~e' 'InterliO~I:' Geo19gi~,a" .S,u~vey. This report may be viewed at the office 
of tne Stat'e Enginee'y.'.' ." ... '. 

FINDIN,GS ,OF FACT 

I 

Applj~atjon 34BOi,wa~~,fned. bYc~redet::iJ~k Qa1e. Pf~~,fer, on .Ju1.Yc14, 1977 
to appr<?Pfiat¢'i~ .. 7 c.L's. of ,under9round water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. 'The pOlnt tif diversion is within the NWi NWi Section 15, T.24S., 
R.SSE., M.D.B.&M., and the pla£e of us.e is 160 acres within the NWi of said 
Section 15. ' 

. , ,., , ! -, '. ';, .: -, (. , 

Applicaticin 32804 was'filed 'by Janice A, Pfeifer on July 14, 1977 to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purpose~.. )he p.£,i ~r ,yf .9,l,'{ers ion ,5s wi ~,tJ.i n, l·,th~ ~t:l*- r;S~* .S_e,cti on 1-0, T. 24S. , 
R.58E.~'M~D.B.&M., 'and the place of use is 160 acres within the SWi of said 
Section,lO. ,., )'_ 'I" ,.' 

App"licat10J'! :1,2BO~5, ~qs./-,i:l~d ~,Y.:. ~..if!H~ Qg,letr~.e Pleir.fer::on July, 1.4, 1977 
to approp~i,it:~e' 2'.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes:'- "nie point of diversion is within the NW! NEt Section 15, T.24S., 
R.SSE., M.D.B.&M., and the place of use is 160 acres within the NEl of said 
Sectfon 15. 

App1,ications 32803,· 32804 and 32805· have been assigned to F,rederick 
Dale PfeUer, 'Jan;'ce A. 'Pfeifer and~,tfr(da1'Oglretree-rp·f(ii'fe.r·.:· 'W "'~ .' 

". f ' '1 ..... ,' ',( 1" '. ,.; !'\ I' r)'-, ',' l~ i ,l~;.\ .:' -;; . 
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By an Onder dated August ·9, 1982. the1IState··Engineer 
described the' Ivanpah Valley G'round Water Basin under the 
NRS 534. Y 

, " , •• 1 • 

, .' .. HI 'I ',j 

deSignated 
provisions 

and' 
of 

l ~t·, i.s esti.m~~t;!d. t~at t,he_, PQte.{\~ia) annu,al, r:echarge to.:the ground. water 
~~sinl trO.1J1 precj-pi,t.a,tio!1",;~ t?pO;;,aS:J;:-f.t;!~~" ~j." Apy. consumptive withdrawal 
'-n excess of the natural recharge Wln elther deplete the ground water 
reservoix(' !=l.r ~~,y~e j a~,~.i.t i~o.t:la 1). sl:Irl\.a,<;:e 'tf;a.te~ to pe.r.§..o,l {lte i nt.o. the ground 
water res~,~vol r. , ' \ ',1 r_:~ .' "'., . 
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Existing certified and permitted ground water rights in the Ivanpah 
Valley Ground Water Basin total over 700 acre-feet per year. ~ 

V 

A publ ic hearing in the matter of appl ica-tions to appropriate water from 
the Ivanpah Valley Ground Water Basin was held on June 10th and 2Bth, 19B2. 
Although testimony was presented at the hearing, there was no substantial 
evidence presented that would indicate that there was sufficient ground water 
available to supply the proposed diversions without creating an adverse effect 
on prior existing water rights. A transcript of the hearing may be viewed 
at the office of the State Engineer. 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 
v 

The State Engineer has jurisdict'ion of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. ~ 

I I 

The State Engineer is prohibited by law fr,om granting a permit 
where: 

A. There is no unappropriated water at the proposed source, or 

B. The proposed use conflicts with existing right.s, or 

C. The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public 
welfare. §) 

HI 

If Applications 32B03, 32B04 and 32B05 are granted, additional land would 
be irrigated. This would result in pdditional consumptive .use by farm land 
irrigation. The additional withdrawals and consumption would remove water 
from the ground water reservoir which: 

A. Would not be replaced resulting in depletion of .. the ground 
water reservoir, or 

B. 
, 

Would be replaced by' jnf{ltr.ati'ng surfa.ce water that would 
otherwise remain in or return to the surfa.ce water system . 

.. " . 
The 3 applications to irrigate' 480 acr.g~ would require an appropriation 

of as much as 2,400 acre-fe.et of ground water annua,l1y .. 

The addidon'al withdrawatL:a.nl:l,\.J!._o,ns~mption of .un~erground water for 
irrigation woul.d, therefore, c6nf:l,tc,t·:with existing .rights and threaten to 
prove detrimenta 1 to the pub 1 i c we~{are. 
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The State Engineer is authorized and directed to designate preferred 
uses of water within des-ignated ground water basins such as the Ivanpah 
Valley Ground Water Basin.' 7/ The consumptive use of additional ground 
water to irrigate additional-land or to more intensively or frequently 
irrigate other land ;~ not considered to be a preferred use of the limited 
water resources of .the Ivanpah Valley Ground Water Basin. 

RULING 

Applications 32803, 32804 and 32805 are denied on the grounds that the 
appropriation of ,underground water fo,r irrigation would tend to impair the 
value of .existing rights, woul~t,be detr·imental to the public interest and 
we 1 fare, and wou 1 d not be a pnefe.rred use of ,the 1 im; ted ground water resource 
in" the Ivanpah Valley Ground Wa:ter Basin. -:-' 

_/:EB~JlUllY SUb~ 

'Peter G. Morro's ' 
"State Engineer 

PGM/JC/bc 

Dated this 9th day of 

AUGUST 1982 -----'------, . 
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FOOTNOTES' 

Pub 1 i c records in the off,; ce of ,the Sta te Eng; neer. 

Public records in the off.i~e of ,the State Engineer. 

Water Resources-Reconnaissance Series, Report 46, page 41. 

Public records in the office of the State Engineer. 

NRS 533.025 and NRS 533.030, subsection 1. 

NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 

NRS 534.120, subsection 2. 


