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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 30443. 31962. 31963. ) 
32120. 32323. 32506. 32507. 32508. 32509. 32510. ) 
32511. 32512. 32731. 32732. 32733. 33011. 33156. ) 
33190. 33344. 33345. 34564. 34635. 34878. 35220. ) 
35647. 35648. 35855. AND .35893 EILED TO APPROPRIATE) 
THE ·WATERS· OF AN UNDeRGROUND SOURCE IN THE AMARGOSA) 
DESERT DRAINAGEBASIN.'NYE COUNTY. NEVADA ) 
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INTRODUCTION 

RULING 
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Applications.,30443. 31962. 31963.32120. 32323. 32506.32507., 

32508. 32509. 32510. 32511. 32512132731;32732; '32733; .3301h,.33156. 
33190.,33344. 33345.: 34564. 34635. 34878. 35220. 35647. 35648. 35855. 
and '35893 were ",fi!led to appropriate water from an' underground·.'source ;n 
the Amargosa Desert Ground Water Basin. Nye County, Nevada. 

" ",1 ' ... :!, ,J" . : " . 
Water. :.Resources Reconnaissance Series .Reporf·14, GeologYi1and,·.Ground 

Wa ter ·.of Amargosa Desert, Nevada-Ca 1 i·forn; a , by,~George~ E-, Walkel'l',.and 
Thomas E. Eaki n ~. geo.1 og; sts ,:''"was prepared cooperati vely--.by the Nevada 
Department of· Conser:vation atld.,Natural.ResQurces, Di.vision ofr.·Water 
Resources and the U.S. Department of the Interior, Geological Survey. 
This report is available froTh the office' of· the State Eng~neer.·.I· 
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. . '., 
FIND'INGS OF FACJ 

I 
..... 

App1 ication' 30443 was filed·. by Dave' and Dale Meyer on August 30;. 
1976, ,to appropri ate 0.25 c·. f. s. of underground wa ter' ·for:· i rr.i"ga t ; on and 
domestic purpo-ses. The point· of diversion ;s·with~n···the SE}4 NW!.i Oit 
Section 2. T.17S .• ,R.49E .• M.D.B. & M .• and the place of use'is 10 acres 
within the SE~ SW~ of Section 2. T.17S .• R.49E .• M.D.B. & M . 

. '. '. . ',;' .~, ,_, ·r",:::.' 
Application '3~962 was· fi'led·by charles E. and Randee·G.nMcWHliam 

on' June 7.1977. •. to:.appropr.iate 5.4 c.Ls. of unlfergcound· water for. , 
i rr:igati on' and domesti c purposes. ; Th,e. poi nt· of di vers:i on.' .. ; s~>w;lthi n the 
SE:I;) NE~ of Section 12, T.1.6S. ,:';R.48E., M.D.B. & ,M .• and the place of use 
;s 320 acres within the E~ of Section 12, T. 165., R.48E., M.O.B. & M. 

"., •• J .~ :.;. :>'i~t "c "l i'-") ::;'. 
, AppliGation. 319,63"was(tfdled: by, Tom C.' andtDott'le IF., ,Ruston on 

June 7', 197Q, to.·appropr.i'ate··'5:;4. c.f.s. of underground water ,for irri.-, 
galion and domestie::purposes. i'The'point of div'ersion is·'within the NW~ 
SW~ of Section "2,' T.16S .. ·, R.48E.,.", M.D,B. & M., and the place of uS,e is 
320 acreS within the W" of Section 12. T.16S .• RA8E .• M.D.B. & M. 

"'~' "'I ;-",' .. '. ,,' ~:.:l P:!' 1:·· .. ;, :: . .ii, _;::1 . ., 

Application 32'120,was,filed:'by Charl'es .C. ,ChMdress. on· June 20. 
19'77, to approprioater: 2. 7 CAi~'S';'. of 'underground water· .fa):':. irri',gation ar:ld 
domes,t; c. pu'rposes·, -; The poi nt of.', d,; vers; on is w'; thi n the',· NE~ NW~ of 
Secti'on·g·. T..16S·.·. R.49E .• M.D. B', & M .• and the pl:ace of use');)s 160'. 
acres within the NW~ of Section 9. T.16S .• R.49E .• M.D.B. & M. 
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Application 32323 was filed by D. J. Curtis on June 27, 1977, to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE~ SE~ of Section 34, 
T.17S., R.49E., M.O.B. & M., and the place of use is 160 acres within 
the SE~ of Section 34, T.17S., R.49E., M.D.B. & M. 

Application 32506 was filed by Lavada and Clyde Parmer on June 30, 
1977, to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The point of diversion ;s within the SW~ NW\ of 
Section 14, T.16S., R.4BE., M.D.B. & M., and the place of use is 160 
acres within the NW~ of Section 14, T.16S., R.4BE., M.D.B. & M. 

Application 32507 was filed by Lavada and Clyde Parmer on June 30. 
1977. to appropriate 2.7 c.f..~;_~. 9f.un,derground water ,for irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The pOj:rif'of di,version is within the NW-'4 SWl.1 of 
Section14! T.16S., R.4~E.,!,M!.D,8~'&fM, •. , a~d the place of use is 160 
acres wlthln the SW~ of,.SeC;ii.sndW~J:,,1.65·.,. R.4BE., M.D.B. & M. 

Application 325DB was'·lftiledAbyt~.e.wis:and 'Claribel Dansby on June 30, 
1977, ~o appropr;J.a:~e_ ~,:7 ~,Jc :~.ft. s/.'Or!U.~t1e~gt'~~nd .~at~r for i rri gati on and 
domestlc purposes. The'pd',)nt of dr.ver:,s<1"on "1S w1'thln the NE~ NE~ of 
Section .4, T.16S .. ,R.4B.E~" M,,~.h.&~,.,. and the .,p.lace of use is 160 
acres wlth,n the NE, 1/.4fo;f S~'&t!1.on, 4, 'J.16S .• R . .4?E., M.D.B. & M. 

Application 32509 was filed by Lewis and Claribel Dansby on June 30, 
1977. to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of u,nderg"round water for irrigation and 
domestic ·purposes. The point of div.ersion is within the NW~ NW~ of 
Section 4, T.16S., R.4BE., M.D.B. & M., and the place of use is 160 
acres within the NW~ of Section 4, T.16S .• R.48E., M.D.B. & M." 

Application 32510 was filed by Sherry Thatcher on June 3D, 1977, to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The "point of diversion is within the SE~ SW~ of Section 8. 
T.16S., R.4BE., M.D.B. & M., and the place of use is 160 acres within 
the SW~ of Section B, T. 16S., R.4BE., M.D.B. & M. 

Application 32511 was filed by Ralph C. and Patricia E. Allison on 
June 3D, 1977. to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for 
irrigation and domestic purposes., The point of diversion is within the 
SW~ SW~ of Section 3, T.16S., R:4BE., M.D.B. & M., and the place of use 
is 160 acres within the SW~ of Section 3. T. 16S., R.48E., M.D.B. & M. 

Appl,ication 32512 was filed by Ralph C. and Patricia E. Allison on 
Ju.n~ 30. 1977. to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for 
irr.~igatibn" and domestic purposes. The cpqint of "diversion is within the 
S.E~>,SE~ of Section 3, T .16S .• R.48E"., M.O.B. & M., and the place of use 
is'160 acres within the SE~ of Section 3, T.16S., R.4BE., M.D.B. & M. 
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Application 32731 was filed by Stewart Southwest. Inc .• on July 7. 
1977, to appropriate 1.35 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The" pOint of diversion is within the NW~ NW!:i of 
Section 17. T.16S .• R.4SE .• M.D.S. & M .• and the place of use is SO 
acres within the NW~ of Section 17. T. 165 .• R.48E., M.D.B. & M. 

Application 32732 was filed by Mervi.lle V .. Stewart on July 7. 1977. 
to appropriate 0.70 c.f.s. of underground water .fer irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The point of diversion·is within the NW~ NW~ of 
Section lB. T.16S .• R.4SE .• M.D.S. & M .• and the place of use is 40 
acres within the SW~ SW~ of Section 18. T .. 16S .• R.4SE., M.D.B. & M. 

App 1; cat; on 32733 was filed by Stewa rt Southwes t, Inc., on Ju ly. 7, 
1977. to appropri ate 1. 35 ,C. f. 5 •. _,of \J,:nd,ergrou~d water for ; rri gat; on and 
domestic purposes. The poj.ntpf -aiver$.i.c!n-·;s' within the NE~ NE~ of 
Section lB. T.16S .• R.4BE'".:M:..D.S.& M.; and the place of use is SO 
acres within the NE!:i of SeCti!on"-lB, T.1'6S., R.48E., M.D.B. & M . 

..... -->' :' • 

Application 33011 was fi~lt€ci by Mack.t. and Artie E. Vassar on 
August 3, 1977, to appropriafe:"j.O c.f.s: of underground water for 
irrigation and domestic purpos-es. The point of diversion i.s within the 
NE\i SE\i of Section 27. T.16S .• R.4SE.. M.D.S. & M .• and the place of use 
is 75 acres within the E~ E~ oJ-;S~e~tion,f7'~ T.16S., R.48E., M.D.B. & M. 

, 
Application 33156 was filed"by Robert J. Eastman on August 15. 

1977, to appropriate 2.7 c,.f.,s. 'of und'erground water for irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The pdin-6ie,.f diversion is within the SE!:i SE!:i of 
Section 5, T.16S., R.49E., M.·.D.B .. & M., and the place of use is 160 
acres within the E" E" of Section 5. T . .16S .• R.49E .• M.D .. S. & M. 

Application 33190 was filed by Jack Brown Sills. and Estelene N. 
Sills on August 17, 1977. to"appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water 
for irrigation and domestic purposes. The point of diversion is within 
the NE!, SW!, of Section 22.; T> l6S:. ·-R.4BE .• M.O.S. & M .• and the place of 
use is 160 acres within theSW\i of Section 22. T.16S .• R.4SE .• M.D.S. &M. 

Application 33344 was filed by I. C. Spears and Partners on August 24. 
1977. to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The paint of div,>~Tsion is within the .SE!;; NE!:i of 
Section 22. T.16S .• R.4SE .• M.D.S. & M: •.. and the place of use is 160 
acres within the NE\i of Section 22. T.165 .• R.4BE .• M.D.S. & M. 

Application 33345 was filed by 1.. C. Spears and Partners on Augus't 24, 
1977, to. apprapriate 2.7 c. f.."s'" af underground water for' irrigation and 
domestic purpa.ses. The po;nt.jf .. 9~vcr.~iari is within the NE!;; SE!:i of 
Section 22. T.16S .• R.4SE .• M\O:,.g(·,,&l'-M." and. the place of use is 160 
acres within ·the SE!;j of Sect;Qn::,22t~J;-·1:~,$..,,-'j:(.48E';, M.D.B. & M. 

'. >. , ... -"" "- .' , ,-:;-. .-
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Application 34564 was filed by Nye County Development Company, Inc., 
on November 4, 1977, to appropriate 6.0 c.f.s. of underground water for 
irrigation purposes. The point of diyersion is w.ithin the NE~ NE~ of 
Section 4, T.17S., R.49E:, M.D.B. 1M., and the place of use is 320 
acres within Lots 1 and 2 and the SE~ of Section 4. T.17S., R.49E., 
M.D.B. I M. 

Application 34635 was filed by Evelyn Honig (Nye County Development 
Company. Inc.) on November 21, 1977. to appropriate 2.4 c.f.s. of under­
ground"water for irrigation purposes. The point of diversion is within 
the NW~ NE~ of Section 1, T.16S., R.48E., M.D.B. I M., and the place of 
use is 320 acres within the E~ of Section 1. T.165., R.48E., M.D.B. & M. -- ' . 

Application 34878 was filed·W'Earl Selbach on January 13, 1978, to 
appropriate 0.38 c.f.s. 9,f u~d~rgrourd. 'w,ater for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diver_sion"js 'within the SW!;j NW~ of Section 7, 
T.165 .• R.4SE., M.D.B. & M.', .and the pl'ace of use is 20 acres within the 
SW~ NW~ of Section 7, T.16S~:'i.'R.48c.,:'M.D.B. 1M. 

c ~,' • .". 

Application 35220 was -f.Jled by Nye County Development Company, 
Inc., on March 27,1978, to '~ppropriate 3._1 c.f.s. of underground water 
for irrigation and ~omes't~iC-~Uin;ips'e·~:'~'Th.e point of diversion is within 
the NE~ NE~ of SectlOn 19, 1.,165 .• , R.49E·.; N.D.B. I M., and the place of 
use is 140 acres within the NE~,of Sect.J.on 19", I,16S., R.49E.> M.D.B. & M. 

·-t' " : .~:~. -.. ' .. ' . _ . 
Application 35647 .w,.as fi!1~d1bY'Jl.~tew~.r.t_,Southwest. Inc., on July 20, 

1978, to appropriate' 4.0 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and 
dome~tic purposes. _ The,_p?,i~nt"0f·;'di"vte:1f.io~",i;;;,~\thin the NWJ;i N~~ of 
Sect. on 17, T.16S .• R.4BE., M.D.B. I M,. and the place of use .s 240 
acres within the NE~ and the E~ NW~ of Section 17, T.165., R.48E .• 
M.D.B. I M. 

Application 35648- was filed' by Stewart Southwest, Inc .• on July 20-. 
1978, to appropriate 4.0 c.f._s. _aT und.erground water for irrigation and. 
domestic purposes. The point oCdiversion is within the SW~ NE~ 'of 
Section 17, T. 165., R.48E., M.D.B. 1M., and the place of use is 240 
acres withi n the NE!:t and the E~ N\~!:t of- Secti on 17, T. 16S., R.48E., 
M.D.B. I M. . 

Application 35855 was filed by Nye County Development Company, Inc .• 
on September 7.1978, to appropriate 3,.0 c.f.s. of underground water for 
irrigation purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW~ NW~ of 
Section 11, T.17S., R.49E., M.D:B. 1M., and the place of use is 120 
acres within the NW~ of Section 11. T. 175., R.49E .• M.D.B. & M. ' 

Application 35893 was filed by Mac,k C. Vassar on September 19. 
1978. to appropriate 5.0 c.f.s. of unde;'rground water for irrigation and 
domestic purposes. The point of diversion is within the 5E~ NW~ of 
Section 26, T.16S., R.48E., M.D.B. & M., and the place of use is 155 
acres within the NW~ of Section 26, T.16S., R.48E., M.D.B. 1M. II 



, 
ii' 
" " 

• 

., 

'. 

Ruling 
Page 5 

II 

By an order dated May 14, 1979. the State Engineer designated and 
described the Amargosa Desert Ground Water Basin under the provisions of 
NRS 534. Y 

III 

The perennial yield is the maximum amount of water that can be 
withdrawn from the ground water system for an indefinite period of time 
without causing a permanent depletion of the stored water or causing a 
deterioration in the quality of the wa.ter. It is ultimately limited by 
the amount of water annually recharged to or discharged from the ground 
water system. '}) . 

.. <IV· 
.• : : .. ) ",~,(,~:, -,' ,I 

The Amargosa Desert -dround W'ater-Sas in is recharged in part by 
infiltration of p,reG;p.i.tatj,0·~'W';~i.n:.'tQ,e~ trjbutar,y drainage area of 
about 2,600 square miles, bLtt.lT)tJs:t: '~~'suPplied by, underflow from beyond 
the tributary dra·inage areaJ.tihrddgh tpalezoic caroonate rocks . 

• >.' >~"( "-
The underfl ow or; 9'; na:t~s, ~ n:tt~ ~Nev.ada 'T es t Site 

water is tributary to threend,rtcfra'rge"'areas: (1) Ash 
Alkali Flat (Southern Amargosa'c.Qesert). and (3) Oasis 
Beatty and Springdale. . .... ""-, .. ~':~' " 

, , 

and the ground 
Meadows. (2) 
Va 11 ey. between 

The Ash Meadows area cons;st,s .. cif the unnamed valley and a spring 
line. The ground water--travels through the lower carbonate aquifer to a 
hydraulic barrier which is co-inci.den-taJ to a normal fault. The fault 
extends from Big Spring on the 'southeast to a pOint five mi1es north 
northeast of Lathrop Wel1s·:",'?"tne''-principal annual- discharge from the 
Basin (17.000 acre-feet) occurs as a dir:ect result of the southwesterly 
movement of ground water within the l .. Qwer carbonate aquifer to the fault 
controlled spring line. The resuHaflt.discharge from an individual 
spring is as much as 2.800 gallons Rer minute. ~ 

The average .'annual ground water",'dts.charge from Amargosa Desert by 
evapotranspiration' and outflow is estima"ted to be 24,000 acre-feet. Of 
this amount, 17,000 acre-feet ;s available on a perennial basis from the 
spr1 ngs in As h Meadows. Most of the .-rema; nder (7.000 acre-feet) ; s 
available to wells ;n the valley fill northwest and northeast of the 

ngs. 'if 

v 

I{.ertlficates have been issued for .unde.rground water permits which 
exer,cised to divert 32,670 acre-feet of water per year from the 

A~~i;ao:;~.~~!~;rto'GrOUnd Water Basin. Permits have been granted which 
c develop an additional 65.270 acre-fee't per year of 

the Basin. 

',~ 
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Certificates"'have been issued for 'surface water permits which could 
be exerc; sed to divert 21,674 acre'::feet of water- per year from the 
Amargosa Desert Ground Water Basin. Permits have been granted which 
could be used to ,develop an ?ldClitidnal 16,974 acre-feet per year from 
the Basin. . 

Therefore, the total certificated water rights exceed 54,000 acre­
feet of water per year and the total permitted water rights exceed 
82,000 acre-feet of water per year. §! 

VI 

Since 1962, the level of water in Devils Hole has been measured 
with reference to a copper ~~~sher. In 1969. the water level in Devils 
Hole was 2.3 feet below th~~~c~RP~K~':.I19-5her w-ith a continued lowering of 
the water level to 3.93 fe~t·'i·n19'-2': 

.. 
On June 5, 1973, the District b.Ol)rt, by Chief Judge Roger D. Foley, 

entered a pre 1 imi nary i nj unct.i on 1 i niH i ng the pumpage of se' ected we 11 s 
to return the wa ter 1 eve 1 i n"Qevi 1s Ho 1 e· ·to not more than 3. a feet below 
the copper washer. II 

On March 23, 1978, an order modifying the final decree filed April 9, 
1974. to limit the pumpage of sel~cted wells to maintain the water level 
in Devil s Ho 1 e to a da ily mea-". ·water 1 eve 1 of 2.7 feet below the copper 

. washer. §j 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

The State Engineer has jurisdicUpn of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. 2/ 

II 

The State Engineer is prohibited by law- from granting a permit 
where: 

A. there is no unappropriated water in the proposed source, or 

B. the proposed use conflicts with existing rights, or 

C. the proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public 
welfare. lQ/ 
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III 

The State Engineer shall determine if there is unappropriated water 
in the area affected and may issue permits only if such determination is 
affirmative. III 

IV" 
, 

If Applications 30443,31962, 31963, 321,20,.32323, 32506, 32507, 
32508, 32509, 325'10;,. 32511" 32512, 32731, 32732" 32733, 33011, 33156, 
33190, 33344, 33345, 34564, 34635, 34878, 35220, 35647, 35648, 35855, 
and 35893 are granted. an ?d~itionCl;JA.560 .. acres of land would be irrigated. 
This would result in apdi.ti'0'hal :Gonsumptive use by farm land irrigation 
of 22,800 acre-feet per year. The additional withdrawals and consumption 
woul d remove wa ter from the.::gro.und wa ter reservo; r wh; ch: 

. . s·· .... : ...... ;, 
~" .. 

A. would not be.repl~~cied ·n~"s~lt.i·ng in depletion of the ground 
water reservoir, or 

B. would be replaced by ihfi:-ltratin9 surface water that would 
otherwise remain in or retLi'rn to the stream system. 

The additional withdrawal and~:co.!Jsumption of underground water for 
irrigation would. therefore. c:onfli.ct with prior existing rights and 
threaten to prove detrimental to the public welfare. 

v 

Existing water rights exceed the estimated average annual recharge 
to the Amargosa Desert Ground·\Wf!ter,:,Bas;n. The potential exists for 
additional pump.age under exi.sti'n.g~'.gtound water pe~mits which have not 
yet been fully developed. . . 

VI 

The State Engineer is author; zed. 'and directed to designate preferred 
uses of water within the respective area so designated by him such as . 
the Amargosa Desert Ground Water Basin. 1fJ The consumptive use of 
ground ,water to irrigate additional land is not considered to be a 
preferred use of the limited ground water resources of ' the Amargosa 
Desert Ground Water Bas;n. - . 

" 

.... ,,'RULING· 

Applications 30443,31962,31963,32120,32323,32506,32507, 
32508, 32509, 32510, 32511 ,32512, 32731, 32732, 32733, 33011, 33156, 
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33190, 33344, 33345, 34564, 34635, 34878, .35220, 35647, 35648, 35855, 
and 35893 are denied on th'e gr,pun~s' that ,the appropriation of under­
ground water for irrigatfon pUf'poses. 'as 'ap'plied for. would conflict 
with and tend to impair the value of existing -r.ights and be detrimental 
to the public interest and welfare. .' 

WJN/RWP / jm 

Dated this 25th day 

of JUNE , 1979. 



," 

~, , , 
'I 

~'- !: , , 
" 

t 
Ii 

" ·1 

~.,', ,. 

" " 

, 

" '. 
[' " 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Public records in the office of the State Engineer. 

2. Public records ;n the office.,of. the State Engineer. 

3. Water Resources-'Reconna'is~'an"Ce-~Series Re~ort 14, pp. 28. 

4. Geological Survey Professional' Paper ~712-C. Hydrogeologic and 
Hydrochemical Framework, South Central Great Basin, Nevada­
California, with Spe_cia' .Reference'to the Nevada Test Site. 
U.S. Government, 1975, .126 pp. 

5. Water Resources-Reconna·;ssance Series Report 14. pp. 40. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Public records in the .office';:o{.the State Engineer. 

Cappaert vs. United States, 426U.S. 128 (1976). 

United States vs. Cappaert, Civil No. LV-1687, March 3, 1978. 

NRS 533.025 and NRS 533:030" ~ubsection 1. 

NRS 533.370, subsec,tion 4. 

NRS 534.110, subsection 3. 

NRS 534.120, subsection 2. 

" , '-'~ .' 

, 
-, ~; .~.., 

" '" 
",1_ 


