IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 29430, )
29442, 34895, 34896, 34972, 35076, )
35132, 35205, 35485, AND 35514 TO )
APPROPRIATE WATER FROM AN UNDERGROUND ) RULING
SOURCE IN TRUCKEE MEADOWS, WASHOE )
COUNTY, NEVADA ' ) ,1
D
INTRODUCTION

In 1973, Water Resources - Reconnaissance Series Report 57, "A
Brief Water -~ Resources Appraisal of the Truckee River Basin, Western
Nevada" by A. S. Van Denburgh, R. D. Lamke, and J. L. Hughes was prepared
cooperatively by the Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, Division of Water Resources and the U. S. Department of the
Interior, Geological Survey. This report is available from the office
of the State Engineer.

FINDINGS OF FACT

I

Application 29430 was filed on June 10, 1975, by Peter B. Wilday to
appropriate 0.006 c.f.s., of the waters of an underground scurce to be
diverted within the SW 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 2, T.18N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.,
and to be used for irrigation of 2,93 acres within the SW 1/4 SE 1/4
Section 2, T.18N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.

Application 29442 was filed on June 13, 1975, by Calvin Kinney to

‘appropriate'0.006 c.f.s., of the waters of an underground source to be

diverted within the SW 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 2, T.18N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.
and to be used for irrigation of 2.62 acres within the SW 1/4 SE 1/4
Section 2, T.18N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.

Application 34895 was filed on January 19, 1978, by DH Development
Company to appropriate 1.0 c¢.f.s., of the waters of an underground
source to be divertéd within the NE 1/4 NW 1/4 Section 5, T.19N., R.1I9E.,

.M.D.B. & M., and to be used for quasi—imunicipal and domestic purposes

for 250 units proposed to be built within a portion of the N' 1/2 Section 5
and Section 6, T.19N,, R.19E., M.D.B. & M.

Applicaticn 34896 was filed on January 19, 1978, by DH Development
Company to appropriate 1.0 e¢.f.s., of the waters of an underground
source to be diverted within the NW 1/4 NW 1/4 Section 6, T.19N., R.19E.,
M.D.B. & M., and to be used for quasi-municipal and domestic purposes
for 600 units proposed to be built within a portion of the N 1/2 Section 5
and Section 6, T.19N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.

Application 34972 was filed on February 9, 1978, by Bruno and Edna
Benna and Ingvart and Ruth Christensen to appropriate 1.50 c.f.s., of
the waters of an underground source to be diverted within the SW 1/4
NW 1/4 Section 23, T.18N., R.20E., M.D.B. & M., and to be used for
quasi-municipal and domestic purposes for 500 single-~family units
proposed to be built and an aggregate processing facility within the NE 1/4
NW 1/4 and S 1/2 NW 1/4 Section 23, T.18N., R.20E., M.D.B. & M.
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Application 35076 was filed on March 9, 1978, by Ann and Richard
Record to appropriate 0.5 c.f.s., of the waters of an underground source
to be diverted within the SE 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 12, T.18N., R.19E.,
M.D.B. & M., and to be used for irrigation of 18 acres within protions
of the NE 1/4 Section 12, T.18N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.

Application 35132 was filed on March 16, 1978, by John Lazovich to
appropriate 0.35 e¢.f.s., of the waters of an underground source to be

diverted within the SE 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 12, T.18N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.,

and to be used for irrigation of 15.7 acres within the SE 1/4 SE 1/4
Section 12, T.18M., R.1%E., M.D.B. & M.

Application 35205 was filed on March 21, 1978, by Sierra Land
Assoclates, Inc., to appropriate 1.0-¢.f.s., of the waters of an under-
ground source to be diverted- w1thin'tﬁé SW 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 32, T.19N.,
R.19E., M.D.B. & M., and to be. usgg fot° .quasi-municipal and domestic

purposes for 240 unlts proposed tg* be bu1lt within W 1/2 SE 1/4 Section 32,

T.194., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.

Application 35485 was filed'on May 25, 1978, by Jean 8. Carter to
appropriate 0.2 c.f.s., of thé"waters of an underground source to be

diverted within the NE 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 13, T.18N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.,

and to be used for irrigation of 8 acres in the NE 1!4 SE 1/4 Section 13,
T.18N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M. '

'_,;,‘

Applicatien 35514 was flled on June &, 1978 by Sierra Ice, Inc.,
to appropriate 0.5 c¢.f.s., ofﬁihe,waters of an underground source to be

diverted within the NE 1/4 SE»l/Q Section 18, T.19N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M.,

and to be used for quasi-municipal purposes for housing and commercial

development within N 1/2 SE- lf& Section 18, T.19N., R.19E., M.D.B. & M. 1/

II

Applications 29430, 29442, 34895, 34896, 34972, 35076, 35132,
35205, 35485, and 35514 .were filed to appropriate water from an under-
ground source from the Truckee Meadows Ground Water Basin, Washoe County,
Nevada., 2/

II1

By an order dated March 1, 1978, the State Engineer designated and
described the Truckee Meadows Greound Water Basin as a ground water basin
comlng under the prov1sions of NRS 534. 3/

IV

It is estimated that the potential annual recharge to the ground
water basin from pregipitatign-is 27,000 acre—feeg'* The estimated
annual sub surface 1nflow of gr&hnd wa%%r is.less' than 'B00 acre-feet. 4/
The safe perennial yleld of the Truckee Meadows Ground Water Basin is
con51derab1y‘bess than 27,006, acne—feet and,has been estimated to be in
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the order of 12,000 acre-feet per year. Any consumptive withdrawal in
excess of the natural recharge will either deplete the ground water
reservoir or cause additional surface water to percolate into the ground
water reservoir. Withdrawals in excess of the safe perennial yield will
adversely affect the resource and existing rights.

v

Existing certificated and permitted ground water rights in the
Truckee Meadows Ground Water Basin for municipal, wildlife, commercial,
irrigation and other prupcses now exceed estimates of safe perennial
yield and natural recharge. 5/ .

Vi

Hearings in the matter of pending applications to divert water from
the Truckee Meadows Ground Water Basin were held by the State Engineer:

A. On May 24, 1978
B. On August 17, 1978 6/

VIL

Should Applications 29430, 29442, 34895, 34896, 34972, 35076,
35132, 135205, 35485, and 35514 be granted and should subsequent devel-
opment affect prior ground water rights or surface water rights, the
State Engineer is required by law to order withdrawals be restricted to
conform to priority rights. 7/

VITI
Five letters were written by this office over a 32 month period
requesting information pertinent to ownership or control of existing
water rights on lands proposed to be irrigated under Applications
29430 and 29442. Despite expressions that the information requested

would be provided within the time limits set forth, such information has
not been provided te date. 8/

CONCLUSTONS,

I

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject
matter of this action. 9/

II

The State Engineer is prohibited by law from granting a permit
where:

A There is no unappropriated water at the proposed source, or
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B, The proposed use conflicts with existing rights, or
C. The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public
interest, or '
D. The proposed use tends to impair the value of existing rights,

or to be otherwise detrimental to the public welfare. 10/
111

Existing water rights for ground water in the Truckee Meadows
Ground Water Basin exceed the annual recharge. from precipitation and
underflow. To grant additional 1rrigation and quasi-municipal rights
would result in additional consumptlve use in this designated basin. The
additional withdrawals and consdmption would remove water from the
ground water reservoir which:

A. Would not be, replaced resultlng %n‘depletlon'of the ground
water reservoir, or - .. % 5. L R PUN

B. Would be replaced by 1nf11trat1ng Suqface water that would

otherwise remain in orgwetuan to Uhe stream %%etem. e
'y L
' L\. . o -
P

The additional w1thdrawal andaconsumptlon of underground water for irri-
gation and quasi—municn.pal’s pur,poses would theref‘ore conflict with and
tend to impair the value o einedng rlghts and threaten to prove det-
timental to the public 1nterest 3t wé&ﬁare S,
e W

The State Engineer is authorized and directed to designate pre-
ferred uses of water within designated ground water basins such as the
Truckee Meadows Ground Water Basin. 11/ The consumptive use of additional
ground water to irrigate additional land or to more intensively and
frequently irrigate other land is not considered to be a preferred use
of the limited water resources of the Truckee Meadows Ground Water
Basin.

‘\T

The State Engineer may rieguire such information’ as will enable him
to guard the public interest ‘properly, before either approving or rejecting
an application. ;gf Information pertinent to ownership or contrel of
existing water rights on larnds propesed to be irrigated under Applica-
tions 29430 and 29442 was requested of the Applicants by this office on
numerous occasions. Such 1ﬁ ‘6rmation has not been provided by the ap-
plicants within the time limlts ‘set forth, resulting in lack of informa-
ticn needed by the State Englneer in enabling him to guard the public
interest properly., TFailure on the part of the applicants to provide
needed information deoes not’ 1nd1cate the capacity or capability or
intent to place the water- appl}ed for in a timely manner to beneficial
use. To approve Applicatlon 29430 and 29442, in the light of failure to
provide needed 1nformat10n“w1th1n the time 1imits set forth, would he
detrimental to the publlc 1nterest and welfare.
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RULING

Applications 29430, 29442, 34895, 34896, 34972, 35076, 35132,
35205, 35485, and 35514 are herewith denied on the grounds that the
proposed appropriation of additional ground water in the designated area
described would conflict with and tend to impair the value of existing
rights and threaten to prove detrimental to the public interest and

welfare,

Respectfully submitted,

* Al

Wiliiam J. Netmhi
State Enginaer?ﬁ_

WJIN/VRH/ jm . trT
Dated this 10th day
of APRIL , 1979.
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